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King opens Parliament Tuesday 

Controversy expected to dominate 

Lower House session 


m 3 l ml Ua 


By Hamdan Al Hajj 
Special lo The Star 
HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
will open the last and fourth 
ordinary session of Parliament, 
Tuesday, during which he will 
deliver the Speech from the 
Throne. 

It will he a joint session 
attended by deputies and sena¬ 
tors. in a half-hour speech. 
King Hussein will tackle the 
prevailing issues that include 
the economy, peace process, 
national unity, the Jordanian- 
Arab relations, particularly 
with the Palestinians, Iraq, 
Syria and the Gulf countries. 
The King will also speak about 
the present relationship 
between Jordan and Israel. 

After the King's speech, 
both houses of Parliament will 
meet separately to elect com¬ 
mittees heads, members and 
deputies. The Lower House 
will elect a speaker. Both 
houses will elect committees 
to reply to the Speech from the 
Throne. 

The outcome of the dispute 
over the position of the 
speaker of the Lower House is 
a foregone conclusion. Present 
speaker Saad Hayel Sroor is 
expected to be re-elected. But 
the opposition is determined lo 
put up a fight. The opposition 
bloc has chosen Islamic 
Action Front deputy Ibrahim 
Zeid Al Kilani to contest the 
speakership. He is supported 
by 15 Islamists and seven 
other opposition deputies, 
namely Toujan Faisal. Trad Al 
Qadi. Talal ObeidaL and 
Abdullah Akhu Irsheidah. 

Sroor. on the other hand, is 
backed by 22 deputy/ 


ministers. 19 deputies from 
the National Action Front 
(NAF), seven deputies from 
Al Ikha'a bloc (Fraternity), 
and seven deputies from the 
National Front and in addition 
to other centrists. 

Observers don't expea any 
surprises to take place within 
the coming few days, arguing 
that Al Sroor has a solid major¬ 
ity of 52 votes at least, while 
Al Kilani has only a bloc of 
22-opposition deputies. More¬ 
over. there are deputies who 
are abroad and will not attend 
the session. 

The session is expected to 
be a stormy one. High on the 
agenda is the resignation of 
deputy Nazeeh Ammarin. 

“My resignation is final, my 
constituents in Karak will not 
accept the humiliation of one 
of their representatives.'' Mr 
Ammarin tells The Star. 

He says there are two 
options: "The Lower House 
can accept my resignation, and 
if this happens, then ] shall be 
again re-elected in the by- 
election that will follow.’’ 

“However, if the House 
rejects my resignation then I 
would demand an apology 
from Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariti.” 

The spokesman of the NAF, 
Taha AJ Habahbeh says that 
the Front will approve any res¬ 
ignation of any deputy. “When 
the resignation of Ammarin is 
submitted to' the House, we 
shall accept it,” he says. 

Analysts argue that the ses¬ 
sion to discuss the resignation 
will be a tense one since the 
“resigning deputy" will insist 
on a loll debate of the issues 


that related to the last bread riots 
that took place in August. Mr 
Ammarin has earlier threatened 
to disclose sensitive issues 
regarding some ministers and 
deputies of the Lower House. 

If this debate takes place, then 
the opposition deputies will find 
it an opportunity to hammer the 
government and the Prime 
Minister. 

If discussions heat up, observ¬ 
ers argue that the opposition 
could cal) for a vote of no confi¬ 
dence in the government. But 
again observers argue that there 
is a slim chance of that happen¬ 


ing since the majority of depu¬ 
ties are not expected to 
approve such a session of no 
confidence. 

Options remain open for the 
future of the Lower House. It 
may either be extended ot even 
dissolved as soon as the ordi¬ 
nary session starts. If this hap¬ 
pens then early parliamentary 
elections would take place. But 
this depends on how the depu¬ 
ties deal with the government 
and on the nanrre of their 
future relationship, particularly 
in the first days of this session. 

If the Lower House con¬ 
venes the session smoothly. 


then the deputies will be able 
to discuss many economic 
issues that are considered vital 
to the economy and the busi¬ 
ness sector. These are funda¬ 
mental to enhance domestic 
and external investments and 
provide flexibility in facilitat¬ 
ing procedures for Jordanian, 
Arab and foreign businessmen 
to the country. 

The King's decision to par¬ 
don those involved in recent 
riots and his call on the gov¬ 
ernment to review the price of 
bread should ease tension 
between the government and 
the opposition. ■ 


Royal pardon opens new 
chapter in internal relations 


By Star Staff Writer 

A MOOD of national recon¬ 
ciliation has swept the coun¬ 
try following His Majesty 
King Hussein's decision to 
pardon all those involved in 
the bread riots of last August 
which was made shortly after 
the King pardoned key politi¬ 
cal opponent of the govern¬ 
ment. Laith ShbeilaL 
The pardons were wel¬ 
comed by Jordanians and by 
political parties. Although no 
official figures were availa¬ 
ble. the Royal pardon 
includes alt «h«se who were 
arrested by security forces 
for their involvement in the 
riots which broke out in 
Karak and other southern 


towns following a government 
decision to adjust its bread sub¬ 
sidies policy. At least 50 of the 
250 people who were arrested 
were believed to be in deten¬ 
tion at the time of the Royal 
pardon. 

In his letter to Prime Minis¬ 
ter Abdel Karim Kaborili. the 
King called on the government 
to lake measures to end all 
legal procedures against those 
involved in the riots. The 
King's pardon also included a 
number of other detainees. 

“I hereby request you to 
drop all procedures taken 
against those who deviated 
from the right'paih and harmed 
there nation and the country’s 
achievements." the King said 


in his letter to the Prime Min¬ 
ister. “...They would have a 
fresh start and desist from 
any future harmful actions to 
the national security, or acts 
of sabotage to Jordan’s 
achievements and distortion 
of its image under any 
pretext." 

In his letter, the King 
ordered the government to 
review braid prices in the 
light of the decrease of the 
prices of wheat in interna¬ 
tional markets. 

The King also renewed his 
support of the Kabariti gov¬ 
ernment hv reiterating his 
support of its reform meas¬ 
ures. especially the decision 

Continued on page 2 


Jordanians mark second year of peace 
treaty with anger, frustration 


By Rebecca Trounson 

LA Tunes- Washington 
Neves Service 

AMMAN—When Jordan 

signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994, ending nearly 
five decades of mutual bellige¬ 
rency. Riad Abu Ezz was 
relieved that the years of con¬ 
flict and fear were at an end. 

Abu Ezz, 24, who works in a 
print shop near the University 
of Jordan, says he was optimis¬ 
tic too, believing that peace 
with Israel would translate to 
tangible economic benefits for 
the nation and for him. 

Now. however, given Jor¬ 
dan's increasingly chilly rela¬ 
tionship with Israel and no sign 
of the peace dividends that 
many here expected, the young 
man says he feels angry that he 
allowed himself to hope. 

“There is nothing good 
about this agreement," Abu 
Ezz said last week, pausing 
during on evening shopping 
trip with his wife in downtown 


Amman. “It’s ... writing on 
paper only. It didn't bring any¬ 
thing to us." 

At the popular and official 
level alike, there is deep frus¬ 
tration here these days with the 
lack of immediate economic 
benefit from the peace agree¬ 
ment, anger at the perceived 
intransigence of the new Israeli 
government and outrage over 
recent violence between Israe¬ 
lis and Palestinians in the West 
Bank, just across the Jordan 
River. 

Relations between Israel and 
Jordan, which once seemed on 
a rapid track to normalization, 
have slipped to their lowest 
level since the peace treaty was 
signed two years ago. 

“There is a crisis between 
Jordan and Israel," said Infor¬ 
mation Minister Marwan 
Muasher. who served as Jor¬ 
dan's first ambassador to Israel. 
“The fact that a crisis exists 
does not mean there is any 
intention on Jordan’s pan to 


deviate from the peace 
process." 

Officials in Amman pointed 
to a day trip to Jordan by 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man, who often has used his 
largely ceremonial position to 
build goodwill with Arab lead¬ 
ers, including His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

“It's important for us to send 
the message to the Israelis that 
we want the peace process to 
move forward but that we are 
worried," Muasher said. 

Nonetheless. Muasher said, 
"we expect more of this rela¬ 
tionship than it is producing. 
Both as a government and a 
people, we expect more." 

For several months this year. 
King Hussein stood virtually 
alone among Arab leaders, call¬ 
ing for calm in the face of the 
election of Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu. leader of the right-wing 
Likud Party, as Israel's prime 
minister. 

Throughout the summer, the 


King said it was too early to 
judge the new government and 
that he would give Netanyahu a 
chance to prove his peace cre¬ 
dentials. In June, at an Arab 
summit in Cairo. Egypt. Jordan 
resisted a Syrian-led call for an 
immediate end to diplomatic 
and commercial ties with 
Israel. 

But King Hussein, disap¬ 
pointed at the stalemate in the 
peace process and angered by 
Israel’s decision in September 
to open a new door to a Jerusa¬ 
lem tourist tunnel without noti¬ 
fying him, lately has become 
openly critical of the Netan¬ 
yahu government. 

He has urged Israel to imple¬ 
ment its agreements with the 
Palestinians and warned that 
the lack of progress invites fur¬ 
ther violence. 

Not all in Jordan are sorry to 
see a slowing of what many, 
viewed as an inappropriate race ' 
toward normalization with an 
old. bitter enemy. With twice- 


daily flights between Amman 
and Tel Aviv and the opening 
of bus routes linking several 
Jordanian and Israeli cities. Jor¬ 
dan. seemingly overnight, had, 
developed far broader" ties to 
Israel than any Arab state. 

The King's enthusiasm for 
the peace agreement with Israel 
—along with his emotional 
eulogy last November for his 
assassinated peace partner. 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin—left many Jordanians 
confused and uncomfortable, 
said political science professor 
Radwan Abdullah. 

“Why the hurry? Why 
couldn't we have coordinated 
with the Syrians and the Leba¬ 
nese?" asked Abdullah, who 
chairs the political science 
department at the University of 
Jordan. "We are a weak coun¬ 
try and we cannot ignore our 
environment in this way" 

Ibrahim Izziden. a former 

Continued on page 2 


Pet lovers oppose quarantine 
dogged determination 


with 


By William D. 
Montalbano 

LA Tunes- Washington 
News service 

LONDON—Hong Kong Gov. 

Chris Palien may turn over 
Britain's prized colony to 
China with equanimity next 
year, but he will not surrender 
Whisky and Soda to authorities 
hack home 

without 

^ Lpos “n,«, Wort 

Patten at stria 

British R 0 D O 

quarantine * 

laws that 
require him to 

send his two Norfolk terriers 
into six months' solitary 
confinement when they return 
lo England. 

As never before, animal 
rights, xenophobia and public 
health intersect in Britain today 
in narrow cages where family 
pets from abroad must prove in 
solitude that they do not have 
rabies before being allowed 


into the country. Even animals 
belonging to the royal family 
get six months xo cool their 
paws and prove tneir health. 

Not ail survive. RecenL 
deaths of high-profile pets in 
quarantine cages have 
intensified pressures for reform 
of one of the world's toughest 
defense systems against rabies. 

For the first time, 
there nseems a 
uxVrJ chance that the pet 

i&L&fcur quarantine may 

wEySp crumble. 

The pathos of 

D r j- owners facing 

I L separation from 

beloved pets has 
captured the 

imagination and 
the sympathy of public and 
media alike: actress Elizabeth 
Hurley with tears in her eyes 
consigning German shepherd 

Nico to quarantine after a flight 
from Los Angeles: artist David 
Hockney painting in California 
exile because coming home 
would mean separation from 
dachshunds Stanley and 


Boodgie. 

And the British ambassador 
to rabies-free Cyprus, with his 
14 cats and one dog, wondering 
if he can afford to come home 
at all: Quarantine costs the pets* 
owners around $2,000 per dog 
and $2,000 per cat. 

The debate is emotional and 
incendiary. Cutting across class 
and political lines, it raises 
questions about Britain's view 
of itself—and its neighbors. 

In a country renowned for its 
fondness for animals and its 
suspicion of foreigners, two-or 
four-legged, the government is 
besieged by articulate and 
outraged pet owners who 
accuse it of being cruel to 
animals. There hasn’t been a 
case of rabies among the 
200.000 dogs and cats to pass 
through quarantine in the past 
25 years, they note caustically. 

“It is a monstrously archaic 
system, totally xenophobic and 
fanned by hysteria It must go.” 
said Lady Mary Fretweil. a 

leader of an anti-quarantine 
group called Passport for Pets. 


“Animals in quarantine die of 
stress—not rabies. Then they 
cut off an animal's head for 
examination, even if it dies of a 
broken heart." 

Defenders of the system call 
it harsh but necessary, saying 
that strict quarantine has kept 
the British Isles rabies-free for 
decades. Why fix something 
that isn't broken, they ask? 

And please do remember, 
many urge, that alternatives 
would ' mean abandoning the 
fate of British public health, to 
say nothing of the well-being 
of its animals, to the potentially 
unreliable word of foreigners. 
Suppose a rabid animal got 
loose? 

Two years ago. a select 
parliamentary committee 

recommended easing pet 
quarantine detention, which 
has been in effect for nearly a 
century. Last year. 9.250 
animals were detained. 117 of 

which died. Through 
mid-October this year. 43 cats 
and 40 dogs died in quarantine. 


Now the government 
belatedly acknowledges that it 
is studying reform of a system 
that some of the country's most 
senior veterinarians call “an 
anachronism and indefensible 
on scientific grounds." 

Americans and their animals 
are familiar players in the 
quarantine drama because of 
the large, steady flow of 
business people, diplomats and 
military personnel. Most of the 
dogs and cats in British 
quarantine kennels today are 
American, but even relaxed 
laws probably would not 
benefit these pets because the 
United States, unlike Western 
Europe, still has rabies. 

After six years in California. 
Eileen Thompson returned to 
England recently when her 
American husband retired from 
the US Air Force. 
Eleven-year-old Sadie, fruit of 
a liaison between a German 
shepherd and a Chihuahua, 
went into quarantine with her 

Continued on page 2 



• Indonesian President Mohammad Suharto will end a four-day visit to the Kingdom. 
Thursday. The Indonesian president, who heads a high level official and business delega¬ 
tion, held talks with IBs Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday. The two leadens discussed at 
length Jordanian-Indonesian bilateral relations. The meeting was attended by His Royal 
Highn ess Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti and high- 
ranking officials. The King held a state dinner. Tuesday, in honor of the Indonesian presi¬ 
dent The King praised bilateral ties and Indonesia's role in the Mudim world. On his 
part. President Suharto paid tribute to the King’s leadership. During the visit a number of 
protoads were signed between the two countries. These are aimed at promoting invest¬ 
ment, maritime transport and abolition of dual taxation. President Suharto, accompanied 
by his two daughters, visited Petra and the Dead Sea on Wednesday. 

MENA conference success linked 
to easing of regional tensions 


By Samir Raafat 

Special to The Star 
CAIRO—A year ago in 
Amman, Arabs and Israelis met 
for their second regional eco¬ 
nomic summit with three days 
or speeches and banquets 
devoted to the idea that the best 
way to promote peace is to 
make it pay. This week in 
Cairo, the same parties fuel for 
their third such gathering, only 
this time it is called a “confer¬ 
ence" because the usual top 
summiteers are conspicuously 
abscnl. It is no secret that the 
move to downgrade political 
and government attendees to 
ministerial level was in order to 
avoid any uncomfortable 
encounters, meaning a face to 
face with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Despite the record atten¬ 
dance of businessmen, of 
which 500 alone reportedly 
came from Egypt, the absence 
of top officials—Canada and 
several other states were repre¬ 


sented by their ambassadors— 
especially from several Arab 
countries, underscores that this 
year's Middle East/North 
Africa Economic parley was 
succeptible lo the regional polit¬ 
ical climate and has not yet 
moved beyond politics and 
diplomacy into the hard-headed 
realm of business, and trade and 
that tangible-progress has ycr to 
be measured. 

If Arab countries last year 
were sharply divided over how- 
fast to establish normal rela¬ 
tions with Israel in the absence 
of comprehensive peace involv¬ 
ing Palestine, Syria and Leba¬ 
non, they seem closer today in 
spirit and direction than they 
had ever been since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait six years ago. 
If anything, the election last 
May of Israel's Likud-led gov¬ 
ernment has narrowed dawn the 
existing divisions among the 
Arab hard-line and moderate 
states as was amply evidenced 
by the resolutions taken during 


the Cairo held Arab Summit ui 
last June. 

As relations stcadiK soured 
between Israel and Egypt, and 
between Israel aiul its "new 
friends" in the region, a eon!us¬ 
ing interchange of acccleraioi 
and brakes regarding the hold¬ 
ing of a third Mena summit had 
everyone guessing as to 
whether or no; there would be 
one at all. 

Eventually, with a lot ol PR. 
outside pressures and interna¬ 
tional lobbying the way was 
paved for a" ■yonlereiiee." 
Meanwhile, the media in Egypt 
which had been lukewarm "all 
along was suddenly galvanized 
into an upbeat rendition of the 
event It's multifold advan¬ 
tages were spelt out every 
morning and the stories gradu¬ 
ally crept from page nine to the 
covers of the semi-official dai¬ 
lies. Television loo. devoted 
hour-long blitzes on the advan¬ 
tages of this economic expo. 

Continued on page 2 
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Would you believe that I really 
missed your friendly face!! 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 


Regent says terrorism 
contradicts the values of Islam 

AMMAN (Star)—Jordan and Israel stressed the importance 
of the Sharrn el-Sheikh summit held on Wednesday, in utut- 
ing moderate voices against violence. HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan the Regent, the Israeli Foreign Minis ter Ebud Barak, 
and Prime Minister Kabariti held a press conference on Tues¬ 
day. during Mr Barak’s brief visit to Jordan. 

Prince Hassan stressed the fact that such violent acts are in 
contradiction with Islam as “a humane system of values.” He 
added that Jihad is being misused by those for whom it is 
politicaly expedient to use violence. He said that “there are 
many moderate Moslem voices who condemn the accusation 
that there is anything related to Islam in the pictures of blood 
and violence in Ashkaion. Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.” 

On being asked about the existence of Hamas offices in 
Jordan, the Prince stressed that political offices of all kinds 
exist all over the world, and that Hamas itself has offices in 
London. “The peace treaty is committed to current and basic 
security, which we strive to protect, but it should not be seen 
as license within the rale or law to invade the rights of citi¬ 
zens.” He stressed that Jordan and Israel should realize that 
they are both equally committed to peace. “It is not the world 
that's calling us to order, but we who wish to see security and 
the rule of law prevail in our region.’' he aided. 

Barak said he was folly satisfied with Jordan’s security 
measures and the answers he received regarding Jordan’s 
handling of the issue. He hoped that the summit in Egypt will 
ensure future cooperation with a wider circle of countries in 
the region, leading to a sharing of intelligence and technology 
to suppress terrorism in the area. “We should fight terrorism 
like oar forefathers fought piracy on the high seas,” he added, 
and pointed out that through a global effort, piracy was eradi¬ 
cated in less than half a generation. 

On being asked how Israel proposes not to allow the cur¬ 
rent situation to lead to Islamophobia, Barak said that be j 
believed “all people of the civilized world know that [these ; 
violent acts] are not in the spirit of Islam, but rather contrary i 
to that spirit.” He further added that the gathering in Egypt is 
proof that most of the leaders of the Islamic world are against | 
terrorism and wish to fight it_B 


DUP out of the 
anti-normalization 
scene 

■ The Popular Committee for 
the Protection of foe Home-' 
land and Resistance to Nor¬ 
malization seems to be facing 
a split In its recent meeting, a 
row started over foe appoint¬ 
ment of two of its members. 
Dr Mustapba ShneHcat and Dr 
Kamal Nasser as ministers in 
foe Kabariti Government In 
what is perceived as an an ulti¬ 
matum to Dr Shneikat’s Dem¬ 
ocratic Unity Party (DUP). &e 
committee asked foe party to 
either expel foe minister or 
withdraw him from foe cabi¬ 
net. Being what they are. the 
DUP stood by their man and 
walked out of the meeting. 

The DUP argues that though 
it is a member of foe commit¬ 
tee. it has the right as an inde¬ 
pendent party, to have differ¬ 
ent views on foe many issues 
of the committee. The DUP 
endorsed Shneikat’s ministe¬ 
rial designation on foe basis of 
its conviction and approved by 
its democratic institutions. 
Hence, the DUP rejects any 
interference in its internal 
affairs. Strong words indeed. 

DUP’s deputy secretary 
general Mr Fahmi Katkut said 


“we are interested to give foe 
Government and foe minister 
(Sbeikat) a chance, and then 
asses their performance in as 
for as deepening public free¬ 
doms. the elections law, dia¬ 
logue with foe political parties, 
foe press, and human rights are 
concerned." But what is 
strange is that the DUP was 
never consulted on Shniekat’s 
appointment Like many oth¬ 
ers, he was approached as an 
individual deputy. 

Ministry of Higher 
Education’s future 
at stake 

■ Higher education, university 
policies and admissions, and 
financial allowances at univer¬ 
sities are burning issues that 
have recently been brought 
into focus by seminars, parlia¬ 
mentary debates, and press 
reports. These however, didn’t 
do much to help the Ministry 
of Higher Education. It is 
going to the chop, or so it 
seems. 

The Lower House is 
expected to debate foe Govern¬ 
ment’s new draft law on higher 
education. As part of its strat¬ 
egy to revamp education, foe 
Government wants to abolish 
foe said ministry. 


Some argue that there is no 
need for a ministry if the 
autonomy of state universities 
is ensured, their financiers 
guaranteed, and administration 
is well set up. But even then 
these universities cannot solve 
the problem of foe dozens of 
thousands of annual secondary 
school leavers who seek uni¬ 
versity education. The raising 
of university fees as a means 
of limiting university enroll¬ 
ment only recycles the prob¬ 
lem and increases unemploy¬ 
ment Coordination with the 
ministry of education could 
help to find a radical solution, 
but it will be a long therapy 
course. The education policy 
and orientation at this ministry 
need, still, deeper review and 
replanning. This can only be 
properly done through the 
involvement of all those con¬ 
cerned in foe country. 

L. ^yers election 
heat 

■ The sudden resignation of 
Dr Kama! Nasser, former 
chairman of the Jordanian’s 
Lawyers Association to 
become the ? Minister of 
Administrative ‘ Development, 
led to a heated competition 
between Jordanian lawyers. 

The post, now up for grabs 
has sort many lawyers 
scurrying. 

Though foe number of can¬ 
didates has already reached 
seven, the association failed to 
hold a general meeting last Fri¬ 
day because there was no quo¬ 
rum. The meeting will be con¬ 
vened tomorrow Friday, while 
the elections will take place 19 
ApriL 

Lawyers Ziad Khasawneh, a 
nationalist, and Mr Saleh A1 
Armoti, supported by the Isla¬ 
mists, will run for foe post of 
president. 

Fixing the journalist 
Identity 

■ The Legal Commission of 
the Lower House has been 
reviewing the Jordan Press 
Association's provisional draft 
law for the last two weeks. 
Should the Government sug¬ 
gest any 'amendments "tb its 
articles, then foe whole law 
would have to be withdrawn 
from any parliamentary debate. 

The Star learned foe adjust¬ 
ments to the Provisional Law 
touch upon the definition of a 
journalist He should be a 
writer, a reporter, or an editor, 
or anyone who has a university 
degree in journalism . Workers 
at news agencies. Radio, or 
TV, should also be seen as 
journalists. Training at news¬ 
papers is also dropped as a 
condition for JPA membership. 
However, standing orders for 
chief editors remain as they 
are, otherwise foe Press and 


Publishing Law would have 
to be amended. If these 
amendments are to be 
approved, the JPA ranks will 
certainly grow stronger, and 
its efficiency and influence 
will also be greater. 

Two Egyptian 

lawyers volunteer 

to defend Shbeilat . 

■ In its session on Sunday, foe 
State Security Court witnessed 
a sharp verbal exchange 
between Shbeilat*s lawyer and 
foe prosecutor-generaL 

According to Al Maid weekly, 
each reserved the right to fol¬ 
low legal procedures against 
foe other at a later stage. 

The dispute between the 
defending lawyer Jawad Yunis 
and foe prosecutor-general 
Mahmoud Ubeidar erupted 
during the questioning of the 
witness Bassam Baddarin, a 
correspondent of Al Quds Al 
Arabi , who interviewed Shbei- 
lai in July 1995. but that issue 
of foe newspaper was censored 
by the Press and Publishing 
DepL 

In a later session this week, 
lawyer Ahmed Najdawi. also 
for the defence announced at 
the Court foe arrival of two 
Egyptian lawyers to join 
Shbeilat’s defense committee. 
They are Dr Abdel Halim 
Mandour and Dr Kamel Man- 
dour. There is an agreement 
between Jordan and Egypt 
where lawyers can defend cli¬ 
ents in either country. 

While questioning the wit¬ 
ness, Mr Yunis was inter¬ 
rupted by Ubeidat who 
accused foe defender of play¬ 
ing with the witnesses memory 
and called on foe judge to con¬ 
sider the presentation of a pho¬ 
tocopy of the interview as sat¬ 
isfactory. Yunis didn't accept 
that and regarded the prosecu¬ 
tor as fragmenting foe 
defender’s evidence. 

Objections and counter 
objections from both sides led 
to accusations and counter 
accusations. The session was 
adjourned. .Meanwhile, the 
Engineers Association called 
on their members and engi¬ 
neering-companies to partici¬ 
pate in a two hour sit-in, from 
11 am to 1 pm today, Thurs¬ 
day, 14 March, in solidarity 
with Shbeilat The sit-in is to 
be held in foe Prossional Asso¬ 
ciation Complex. 

Hammad: In for the 
chop! 

■ Former Interior Minister 
Saiameb Hammad might be 
taken to court for “a number of 
administrative abuses," said Al 
Bilad Weekly. It added that 
Hammad is criticized for giv- - 
ing public bus routes and of 
distributing state-owned land 
to certain individuals. Al Bilad 



New elections law viewed 


■ Deputy Toujan Faisal said the elections law 
presented tty the Government maintains two 
basic and essential defects. They are: tihe.oae 
man one vote, and foe malcfistri- ' 
bution of seats in accordance 
with population density. At a 
seminar organized by the Jorda¬ 
nian Popular Unity Party she 
said that the law authorizes the 
interior minister to appoint poll 
committees to look into foe 
objections of candidates during 
elections. If the committee 
decides that there are irregulari¬ 
ties then the candidate has "'the 
right to demand foe suspension 
of voting and call for a special 
judge to look into the issue. 

Mrs Faisal also noted that 
indictments as provided by this - 
law are not properly elaborated and will be 
dropped in six month. She said that minorities 
should be represented, and their candidates be 
allowed to run for elections in any constitu¬ 
ency and for any seat. 




Dr Fabd Eanek said the one man one vote 
system is best as it brings about the most rep¬ 
resentative system, avoids the possibility of 
^ any "group receiving votes 
incomparable with its real 
size, and frees political plat¬ 
forms from blackmail.. 

Dr Ratib Janddi called for 
a democratic election law 
through the scrutintzation of 
foe whole legal system, espe¬ 
cially the separation between, 
the three authorities. He said a 
deputy is a representative of 
foe nation, and that foe powers 
of both houses of Parliament 
should be separated in favor 
of foe Lower House as far as 
legislation - is concerned. 

Juneidi added that there 
should be guarantors which insure the dep¬ 
uty's stability, and his function in monitoring 
'and passing laws free from political 
appeasement 


noted that these accusations 
have been combined with 
rumors about foe ‘expropria¬ 
tion’ of state lands by certain 
public figures and the abuse of 
public positions illegally. It 
pointed out that Prime Minister 
Kabariti’s prompt reply to dep¬ 
uty Bassam Umoush’s ques¬ 
tions in this regard, which 
expressed foe Government’s 
regret for those shortcomings 
and hoping they wouldn't re- 
accur in the future, clearly 
acknowledges that those viola¬ 
tions actually rook place. 

In feet, the reopening of dis¬ 
cussion mi such matters in the 
Lower House, and Umoosh’s 
accusation of Hammad as a 
‘centre of corruption' during 
his ministerial term, constitute 
another .factor for Hammad’s. 
possible bringing before- -the 
court, Al Bilad believes. Still 
more. Kabariti asked Umousb 
to forward to the Prosecutor 
General or to foe Government 
any document that supports his 
statement This confirms the 
Kabariti Government's deter¬ 
mination to take anybody to 
the court for mismanagement 
if relevant documents are 
provided. 

Letter to Sharm el * 
Sheikh summit 

The President of the General 
Union of Palestinian Women 
Samieha Khalil addressed foe 
Sharam ei Sheikh Summit. In a 


Parties of the national front 
discuss unity 


■ It seems that everybody is 
merging. Well not everybody, 
for some are as distinct in their 
political aura and Ideology as 
black and white. Still foe four 
centrist parties, those of foe 
National Coalition, Progress 
and Justice, Al Yaqfoa, and Al 
Waian parties are coming 
together again. Only last week 
they met to try and turn them¬ 
selves into one party. Although 
they are United in a loose coali¬ 
tion,. foe Jordanian National 
Front, their movement towards 
integration started last year. - 
‘ But why foe delay? They more or less have the same ideol- 
’ ogy and outlook and believe in the finer things in life. But 
1 one foing remains a problem. Most of foe leaders of these 
* patties want to be bosses. Most, are, in their respective 
sphere. Al Rawabdeb of the Al Yaqaiha, the old man of poli¬ 
tics would certainly not see eye to eye with Ali Farid Al 
Sa’ad, foe Progress and Justice chief of Jordanian tobacco. 


Ji 


Realistic targets or wishful thinking? 


opinion regarding the level of 
ambition of the measures, most 
believe that Mr Kabariti does 
bring something new to gov¬ 
ernment which his predeces¬ 
sors missed. “The difference 
is style." Mr Khouri explains. 
He believes Mr Kabariti brings 
to the prime ministry, a “mod¬ 
em" approach to politics. Spe¬ 
cifically. he rites foe new. 
prime minister's ability to deal 
with opposing views and opin¬ 
ions as a welcome attribute. 
Nevertheless, he warns that 
this may not be enough to sig¬ 
nificantly affect foe state of the 
economy. He is hopeful, how¬ 
ever. that Mr Kabariti can “tip 
the scale in the right 
direction.’’ 

For Mr Rifai, the difference 
is not so much in Mr Kabariti’s 
economic plan, but in the cur¬ 
rent political environment 


This Government had to 
come at the right time," he 
stated. Giving much credit to 
previous administrations for 
leading the nation through a 
period of "transition,” Mr Rjfai 
notes that the major difference 
in this Government is that the 
nation has now reached the 
“implementation stage.” For 
this reason. Mr Rifai has high 
hopes for foe success of foe 
programs. 

Dr al Fanek. while also laud¬ 
ing previous administrations in 
dealing with the economic cri¬ 
sis of 1989 and working to sta¬ 
bilize foe dinar, believes that 
the Government is, more or 
less, a continuation of previous 
Governments. He explains that 
the economic programs of the 
country are goals that “all gov¬ 
ernments strive for,” as out¬ 
lined by International Mone¬ 
tary Fund (IMF) programs. 
For this* reason, Al Fanek 
places less emphasis on the tar- 


letter to foe delegates, she 
reminded than of foe Israeli 
actions of mass manslaughter, 
destruction and imprisonment 
of Palestinians, the letter said 
that since the Madrid Confer¬ 
ence in October 1991, Israel- 
has killed 400 Palestinians, 
imprisoned 1.550 people, 
uprooted 30.292 trees. demol¬ 
ished 232 houses and confis¬ 
cated 253,084 dunums. . 


gets themselves, and more on 
foe approach that will be taken 
to achieve them. 

There is a consensus that the 
measures outlined by foe prime 
minister are long term goals, 
with some, such as Dr Fanek 
explaining that these will, con¬ 
tinue to be the nation's goals 
for years to come. Mr Rifai 
echoes this sentiment, calling it 
a “slow process” that will * 
result in “no sudden break¬ 
throughs or surprises." 

With foe' November 1997 
elections on the horizon, how¬ 
ever,. and 22 members of the 
administration up for re- 
election, including foe prime 
minister, some prefer to meas¬ 
ure the success of foe programs 
against a less demanding criter¬ 
ion. . Things are better 
dow— than they were two years . 
ago [andj they will be better at 
foe end of *96 than they are 
now," Mr Rifai, who places 
more importance on “putting 
the mechanism in place"* rather 
than setting timetables for its 
completion, explains. ■ 



Leaders agree 
to cooperate 
insecurity 
matters 

Continued from page 1 
foe peace process on track—a 
proposal originally made by 
foe Syrians who boycotted foe 
summit 

Presidents Clinton and 
Mubarak avoided any criti¬ 
cism of Syria's President 
Assad for not attending the 
summit. President Mubarak 
said Syria is committed to 
peace while Mr Clinton told 
reporters that Syria had its rea¬ 
sons for not attending. 

In a joint press conference. 
Mr Clinton and Mr Mubarak 
avoided specific question 
about what concrete actions 
will be taken to combat terror¬ 
ism and reassure the Israelis. 
Mr Clinton said people should 
look at what was- achieved 
rather at what was not and said 
he was satisfied at the historic 
gathering and the commitment . 
to peace that was generated. 

.While, world leaders were 
meeting in southern Sinai, 
Hamas and ocher militant 
groups renewed their pledge to 
resume attacks against Israelis 
in an Islamic’ conference to 
confront the terrorism summit 
which was held in Lebanon on 
Wednesday. ■ 
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Islamists 
attack 
summit 

Continued tram page I 
and justifying its con¬ 
vening as a way to pro¬ 
vide unequivocal sup¬ 
port to the peace 
process. They under- 
. fined that Jordan was 
. too a victim of terror- 
ism. They added that 
the s ummit will provide 
means to support the 
Palestinians m their 
attempt to form their 
own state, while depriv¬ 
ing foe anti-peace 
forces of the opportu¬ 
nity of undermining 
that effort 

While underlining 
foe 1AF rejection of all 
forms of terrorism, 
spokesman of the IAF 
Mr ffamzeb Mansoor 
pointed oat-that dele¬ 
gates to the summit 
should address foe con¬ 
tinued occupation of 
Palestine and the evac- 
; nation of Its people; foe 
continued occupation of 
Jerusalem and Israel's 
insistence on regarding 
it a s Its eternal capital; 
demolishing Pales tinian 
houses; land confisca¬ 
tion and settlement con¬ 
struction; collective 
punishment or Palestin¬ 
ians; foe imprisonment 
of Palestinians includ¬ 
ing the elderly, women, 
and children; and the 
continued occupation of 
southern Lebanon. 
"Are these not acts of 
terrorism?” he asked. 

He charged that 
- Israel's terrorism Is 
supported materially 
and morally while It 
continues to Ignore 
international resolu¬ 
tions. That leaves no 
alternative to the peo¬ 
ple but to resort to 
legitimate forms of 
national resistance 

Which Is leg al under all 

Laws and norms, Man- 
sour said. 

Another IAF deputy. 
Dr Hammam Said, 
expressed Ms surprise 
over Jordan’s position 
in support of Israel and 
stated that the Jewish 
entity has not returned 
the holy places It occu¬ 
pies. He demanded the 
government to stop Its 
. denunciation and to 
break away from the 
American grip. ■ 

Experts 

sceptical 

Continued from page 1 

acts, and Jordan also cannot 
accept foe fact that artificial 
obstacles are put in foe way of 
peace." He added "We have 
committed ourselves to foe 
peace process, to regional 
cooperation, to democracy, to 
peaceful coexistence in foe 
region. Therefore Jordanian 
foreign policy should be very 
adamant on this position." ■ 



• Big flat in Jabal Lweibdeh 
to share, 10 minutes from foe 
French Cultural Center. Free at 
end of March. JD 120 per 
month. Please call Claudia or 
Benny. Tel: 611712, evening. 



• Tbe jordan jonriiaEsts iaetegatton who were invited 
tty;Cyprus Airways to- visit <typrn& .(Top, left, to right), 
Samir Kiwi (Rif), MrOehtfus Naftis (Cyprns Touri^m 
Organfeation T ME & Gul^/ Nabfl Ghishan ( Aswnq), 
. Musa BajaH(TJrdun JadJd), Nader AjaOat (Ad Das- 


1 Hi II >! 


r7i“ijtrT7.r 


Mahmoud F&ris (Storj, Atfni Madia (Cyprus 
Airways, Amman). 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


Go back and do it again. 
There is no punch in the 
script! 




Shbeilat 


Shbeilat given Royal pardon 

■ Laith Shbeilat is a 
free man again. In a 
dramatic move, he was 
given a Royal pardon 
by His Majesty King 
Hussein last week. 

Shbeilat, the president 
of the Engineers Asso¬ 
ciation was jailed for 
seven months on lese 
majesre charges. King 
Hussein ' personally 
drove Mr Shbeilat 
from Swaqa prison to 
his mother’s home and 
said that the decision 
was taken because of 
his close relationship 
with the Shbeilat fam¬ 
ily. The King referred 
to Shbeilat’s deceased 
father, Farhan Shbeilat, as an uncle, (n a letter addressed 
to (he Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti, the King 
said, “I would like you to consider this letter as a decree 
to order the immediate release of Mr Shbeilat. It is our 
wish to pardon him and consider the [seven] months 
period he spent in prison as sufficient.” Mr Shbeilat was 
originally sentenced to three years for slandering Their 
Majesties King Hussein, Queen Noor and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hass an. 

Weeklies to court 

■ The Press and Publications Dept., of the Ministry of 
Information, has certainly been busy in the last few 
years. Since 1993. it presented 77 cases of newspaper 
misconduct to court. AH of these were weeklies which 
were said to have violated the Press and Publication 
Law of 1993. In that year alone, 16 cases were taken to 
court, in 1994 it was 29 cases and 19 in 1995 according 
to a study by the Press and Publication Department. 
This year the number of cases presented to the courts 
have numbered 13 and they could still go up before the 
end of the year. Al Bitad weekly is on the top of the list. 
Eighteen cases were presented against it since 1993. 
nine of these are still being looked into. Al Majd has had 
six cases against it Only once was the weekly indicted. 
Shihan weekly was taken to court three times, these 
cases are still being looked into. Al Sabeel was taken to 
court once. Others who are still facing charges include 
SawrAl Mar'a (4 cases), Al Haqiqa (6 cases), Hawadeih 
Al Sa 'ah (I case). 

Al Khasawneh wins UN committee 
membership 

■ Royal Court Chief 
Awn Al Khasawneh has 
just won the elections to 
the Committee of Inter¬ 
national Law which is a 
United Nations affiliate. 

The elections, which 
were held in the United 
Nations in New York, 
proved tough, but Mr 
Khasawneh got the most 
votes beating represen¬ 
tatives from China. 

India, and Japan. This is 
the third consecutive 
time that Mr Khasaw¬ 
neh becomes a member 
of such a committee 
which deals with legal 

agreements between different countries. Elections to the 
legal committee are held every five years. 

Begging in Zerqa 

■ The Committee Against Begging and Homelessness 
of the Zerqa Social Development Directorate has been 
hot on the heels of those who would dare defy the law 
and beg. Only last month, it rounded up 26 beggars in 
the Zerqa Govemorate. These are boys and girls 
between the ages of eight and 16. According to the head 
of the directorate Mr Ahmed Lafi, these will be taken to 
court Mr Lafi called on the citizens of Zerqa to put an 
end to this unsavory phenomena by not giving beggars 
any money, adding that society and aid funds exist to 
help those in need. 

Even animals can't escape! 

■ I don't know what to make of this case. A man shot a 
donkey dead for mating with his female donkey. The 
man (old a judge that he caught the two beasts at it and 
decided to shoot the male donkey in defence of (he hon¬ 
or of the female donkey. Is this serious? Apparently so! 
What is interesting is how the case got to court in (he 
first place and listened to hv the judges. What is more 
intriguing is that the court sentenced the man to prison. 

Jordanian diplomats attacked 

■ Jordanian diplomats were the subject of an armed at¬ 
tack as they entered Iraqi territory from Jordan. The dip¬ 
lomatic car carrying the diplomats, which is the property 
of the Jordanian Embassy in Baghdad, was attacked by 
armed bandits according to eyewitness reports. After 
shooting at the car. the driver was killed and the bandits 
stole the diplomatic bag which contained Jordanian 
passports before running away. The Foreign Ministry 
was informed of the anack by the Jordanian Embassy in 
Baghdad, and immediately took precautions. It contact¬ 
ed all the embassies in Amman and gave them the num- 
here of the stolen passports. 

General Intelligence Dep’t on-line 

■ The General Intelligence DepT has now a permanent 
website on the Internet, ft is the first intelligence agency 
in the Arab world to have such a facility and will be pro¬ 
viding information to anyone who wishes to log into its 
website, through its electronic mail number. The deport¬ 
ment. which feels it is necessary to use the latest tech¬ 
niques of the communications age, hopes that this would 
be one way of encouraging dialogue between ordinary 
Jordanians and other visitors on the websiLe with the 
General Intelligence Department. 



1/ Khasawneh 



' The Turkish Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Dr Tansu Ciller ended a two-day meeting to Jordan, Tues¬ 
day. She was received by His Mcgesty King Hussein and HRH Crown Prince Hasson at the Royal Court Mrs CtOer, who 
was accompanied by a full delegation, also met with Prime Minister Kabariti. During a press conference Mrs GUar 
she had a very beneficial discussion with King Hussein about the problems of the region, the latest developments in Iraq 
and security issues. She said Jordan and Turkey reached an agreement to fight terrorism and another agreement to set up 
a committee to deal with defence issues. And in this respect the two sides are discussing the setting up of an Organization 
for Cooperation in The Middle East. This is an idea that was first talk ed about by Prince Hasson. She s n ’d that Jordan 
made a request to buy water from Turkey and that the Turkish government is studying that request carefully. 


UNRWA donor 
countries meet 
next month 

AMMAN (Petra)—Donor 
and host countries for Pal¬ 
estinian refugees will hold 
□ext month an emergency 
meeting in Amman to dis¬ 
cuss the budget of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
for next year, according to 
UNRWA’S director of 
operations in Jordan Mr 
Robert Hopkins. 

The discussion of the 

budge* aims at preserving the level of services provided to 
refugees in the fields of health, education and social ser¬ 
vices until their cause is resolved,” Mr Hopkins said. 

In an interview with the Jordan News Agency, Perm, he 
said Jordan is one of the biggest donor countries for 
UNRWA regarding the services which it provides for Pales¬ 
tinian refugees in the infrastructure fields and others espe¬ 
cially after the Gulf War. 

“The donor countries, especially the United States and 
Japan, had asked the agency's commissioner general during 
the last emergency meeting which was held last September 
in Amman to make changes on the administrative level in 
order to boost efficiency and administrative performance." 
Mr Hopkins a d ded. 

He pointed out that UNRWA's budget faces an increas¬ 
ing pressure and accumulative deficit which will be dis¬ 
cussed in the next emergency meeting of donor and host 
countries. Mr hopkios praised the distinguished relationship 
between Jordan and the UNRWA. ■ 



Seminar censures Netanyahu’s 

policies on peace 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

THE HARDLINE policies of 
the Israeli Likud government 
under Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu have been the 
centre of criticism in last 
week's seminar on the evalua¬ 
tion of the peace process from 
an Arab perspective. 

Organized by the Interna¬ 
tional Press Institute (IP!) at 
the Inter.Continental Hotel, the 
seminar 'hosted a number of 
Jordanian and Arab senior offi¬ 
cials and diplomats in addition 
to Arab and foreign journalists. 
The opening statement was 
given by Dr Nabeel Al Sharif 
editor in chief of Ad Dustour 
Arabic daily. 

The participants agreed on 
the fact that Netanyahu's delay 
of the implementation of the 
peace accords endangers the 
whole peace process. They 
said Netanyahu’s concept of 
security before peace is unwar¬ 
ranted. There can not be 
security without peace, nor 
there can be peace without 
security,” said Dr Usama Al 
Baz, first under-secretary at 
the Egyptian Ministry of 
Affairs. 

He added that Netanyahu 
must seek a balance between 
his ideologies and what he 
must do in reality regarding 
the peace process. Al Baz also 
ridiculed the so-called Puer- 
torican style status for Palestin¬ 
ians suggested lately by 
Netanyahu. 

Furthermore, Israel does not 
take the concept of economic 
integration seriously. The rec¬ 
ommendations of the eco¬ 
nomic summits are still being 
overlooked by Israel. “Israel 
still considers itself as part of 



(From L to R) Dr Nabeel Al Sharif, Dr Abu Jaber., Mr 
Peterson and Mr Al Baz 


Europe and not the Middle 
East.” said Dr Kamel Abu 
Jaber, former minister of for¬ 
eign affairs and the head of Jor¬ 
danian delegation to The 
Madrid Conference in 1991. 

The participants stressed that 
the Arab reaction towards 
Netanyahu’s policies was natu¬ 
ral. Answering a question if the 
Arab reaction might have com¬ 
plicated the matter, Al Baz said 
that all that we ask Israel to do 
is ”to show a full commitment 
towards the agreements 
signed." 

Abu Jaber explained (hat 
when talking about peace we 
must refer to Oslo H and not the 
UN resolution 242 “which is 
not a complete justice.” 
According to Al Baz the rede¬ 
ployment of Israeli troops in 
Hebron is but a minor step. 

The critical situation required 
that Arabs seek a united posi¬ 
tion to put more pressure on the 
Israeli government “There can 
not be a common coordinated 


Arab attitude towards any issue 
unless we reestablish the Arab 
order that collapsed as a result 


of the Gulf War," Mr Mah¬ 
moud El Sberif, former minis¬ 
ter of information, told The 
Star. 

Rad wan Abu Ayyash, chair¬ 
man of the Palestinian Broad¬ 
casting Corporation (PBC) 
said that the PNA position has 
been boosted lately by the 
Arab stand against the Israeli 
policies. He added that “the 
PNA showed the whole world 
that it is interested in peace 
while Israelis keep denying the 
peace agreements.” 

He told The Star that the 
PNA position is neither Pales¬ 
tinian nor an Arab but an Inter- 
. national one. 

Downplaying the signifi¬ 
cance of the reelection of the 
American President Bill Clin¬ 
ton to the acceleration of the 
peace process, Al Baz said 
that "it is unfair to expect the 
US to exert pressure on 


Israel.” 

The international media 
launched criticism against 
Israel's delay of the implemen¬ 
tation of the peace agreements. 
Al Baz pointed out that “even 
Jewish writers in the world 
media were not in favour of 
the Israeli government’s anti¬ 
peace mentality. “The vast 
majority of the comments 
about the Likud government 
were not supportive; I would 
urge the media to do more.” 
said Peter Peterson, chairman 
of the IPI. 

The delegation then headed 
to the-Royal Court where His 
Majesty King Hussein deliv¬ 
ered a speech. The King 
stressed that understanding 
between the people of the 
region is a key element 
towards peace. He said that 
“no side should look down on 
another but work as equals 


seeking solutions to the con¬ 
cerns of each.” The meeting 
was attended by HRH Crown 
prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Mr Abdel Karim Al Kabariti. 
Minister of Information Dr 
•Marwan Muasher and HRH 
Princess Ghida Talal. 

The one-day seminar which 
was prepared for five months 
ago coincided with the annual 
board meeting of the IP! 
which met in Amman last 
week. Its members wanted to 
know more about the peace 
process in the Middle East 
from an Arab perspective, 
according to Dr Nabeel Al 
Sharif. 

The IPI is a global network 
of editors and media execu¬ 
tives whose objective is to 
fight for press freedom. More 
than 60 media professionals 
from 22 countries participated 
In the Amman meeting. ■ 


Delegation from the 
Talasemia International 
visits Al Bashir Hospital 

A DELEGATION from the Executive Council of the Talasemia 
International Organization visited Al Bashir Hospital last 
week. The delegates who where from Canada. USA, Cyprus 
and Greece, were briefed by the Hospital’s Director-General 
on the hospital and the services it provides for its patients. 

They via ted the Talasemia Center in the hospital and was 
briefed by Dr Sameer Al Faanri on the origins of die center 
and the quality of medical services it provides to Talasemia pa¬ 
tients, He added that there Is another center in Irbid. 

The delegation also visited the Blood Bank, where they were 
briefed by Dr Nedal Irshaid on the various services provided 
by the Bank to all patients In different hospital and health cen¬ 
ters in the country. Dr Irshld said that the Blood Bank ensures 
the availability of blood to all patients in the Kingdom. 

The delegation then held a meeting with Al Bashir Hospital 
doctors and Talasemia patients. They discussed the social and 
psychological effects of this disease and its treatment dimen- 
sions. They stressed that contrary to popular beliefs, patients 
lead ordinary lives and their daily work remains unaffected. 

The delegates expressed their admiration of the medical ser¬ 
vices offered to the patients in JordanJ 

Learning to cook with Hotel 
Intercontinental Jordan 

After the conclusion of les¬ 
son the delicious feast was en¬ 
joyed by all the participants in 
the cozy aimosphere of the El 
Pasha Night Club. 

Hotel Inter.Continental Jor- ■ 
dan is also holding a second 
session on 27 November with 
another surprise menu. So we 
say “Merci Beaucoup” to the 
Chefs for sharing their secrets. . 

Look out for more gourmet 
delights from our Chefs in the 
very near future.! 



ON THE 13th of November, 
Hotel Inter.Continental Jor¬ 
dan organized cooking les¬ 
sons for the ladies of Am¬ 
man. The Executive Chef Mr 
Clement Soustra demonstrat¬ 
ed in front of the eager par¬ 
ticipants the method of pre¬ 
paring a delicious menu 
which included “Tomato 
Cake with a Salpicon of 
Shrimps. Salmon Steak with 
Butter Lemon Sauce served 
with Spinach and for desert 
Strawberry Orange with Hon¬ 
ey Sauce.” 


Come, see, touch and learn 
about the World of Internet. 



Middle East Technology Show 

OrganoMl by Jjjjtordon Computer Society 
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Nahnah 


Our Say 


Peace basic to MENA’s success 

“NO GRAND idea was ever born in a conference, but a lot of foolish ideas have died 
there.” the great writer F. Scott Fitzgerald once said. Could the same be true about the 
Middle East and North Africa Economic conference? 

As it enters its third year, the MENA summit is rinding itself becoming an end rather 
than a mean to achieve the cherished goal of regional cooperation and development 
within the Middle East peace process. This year’s meeting in Cairo is a case in point. 

The summit has lost much of the allure and promise that accompanied the Firsi meet¬ 
ing in Casablanca and was enhanced in Amman the following year. The multibillion 
dollar infrastructural projects that were submitted at the Amman conference last year 
have all been shelved for lack of international commitment and financing. The great 
expectations pinned on the Middle East Development Bank have now been humbled 
and the proposed bank is still a project more on paper than on the ground. 

The zeal that surrounded the Amman summit has all but vanished, replaced by Scep¬ 
ticism and doubt. The MENA summit has become an empty ritual, dashing the hopes 
of millions in this region of a major upturn in their daily lives through joint venture 
projects and international investments. 

What went wrong? Surely the initial concept of building bridges of cooperation 
across the region on the remains of dismantled barbed wires that have kept countries 
and peoples apart for so long remain valid. The Middle East, a region with much poten¬ 
tial and promise, was to be transformed from a land of crisis and war to a powerhouse 
for economic development and prosperity. The promise of economic rejuvenation as 
the only viable mean to safeguard newly found peace remains a noble and lofty one. 

But much has happened since the Amman meeting. The peace process, which re¬ 
mains the linchpin of political, economic and social stability in the region, has foun¬ 
dered. Beginning with the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
the series of suicide bombings carried out by Muslim militants earlier this year, the 
stage was set for a major upheaval in the components of the Middle East peace process. 

With the election of a hardline government in Israel, the agenda for a peaceful settle¬ 
ment in the region changed overnight. Today, as Palestinians and Israelis wrangle over 
details of Israel’s troop redeployment in Hebron and the implementation of the joint ac¬ 
cords. the Middle East is waking up from its sweet slumber to a harsh reality of mutual 
distrust and renewed hostility. Economic cooperation and regional prosperity become 
anachronistic, almost distasteful, proposals in a region that expects massacres in Heb¬ 
ron, war over the Golan, bloodshed in southern Lebanon and civil unrest ignited by 
deep divisions in Israel. 

There is no doubt that the ideals perpetuated by MEN A. will continue to inspire the 
optimists and those who aspire for a better Middle East But until genuine and lasting 
peace settles in this pan of the world, such venues will create frustration rather than 
hope. We must return to the basics of forging an honorable peace based on internation¬ 
al legitimacy .■ 


Great homecoming 

To The Editor, 

I have just finished reading “The Great 

Homecoming" article 

by Manai Omar (The 

Star 7 November). / fhp 

Line by line and 

word by word, I 

found myself relating 

to everything Omar \ V MMM 
mentioned. It is ex- &L-—I.*; 
actly bow I felt dur- 
ing my visit to Am¬ 
man. Her depiction 
of situations she en¬ 
countered, the pic¬ 
ture she drew, and 

her rhetoric were definitely things to marvel 
about. I am looking forward seeing future 
articles by this talented writer. 

Your (now faithful) reader in California 


Keep up the goodwork 

To The Editor, 

It is so nice to have you on line, I am a psy¬ 
chiatrist paractidng in 
the US, I have recently 
discovered your site on 
the www. Keep up the 
Hfl| good work. 


Star 


jordwffpoitica^economlc 

and cultural weakly 


Imad Khreim. MD 


Shy debate 

To The Editor, 


I am impressed with 
— - 1 your news coverage. I 

was especially interested 
in the article on Christianity in government 
schools starts a “shy debate" by Raed A1 
Abed, ( The Star 7 November). Look for¬ 
ward to connecting on to your internet ver¬ 
sion again, soon. 


Jim out of Canada 
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Resistance legitimate under 
slavery and humiliation 


By Mahfoud Nahnah 

VIOLENCE AND terrorism are 
seldom immediate responses to a 
denial of justice by an estab¬ 
lished authority, although this 
may represent the ignition spark 
of such phenomena. In fact, they 
represent abnormalities that are 
"normal'’ consequences of a 
long process whose milestones 
are abuse, injustice, humiliation 
and frustration. This is particu¬ 
larly true in the case of countries 
of die South. Terrorism does not 
come out of nowhere. There are 
numerous ideas which nourish it 
and interest groups which stand 
behind it. Causes of this phe¬ 
nomenon, include: 

■ The effects of the colonial 
period which left the South 
structurally disadvantaged with 
respect to the North. And the 
gap between the two is still in¬ 
creasing. 

■ The attempts by ruthless re¬ 
gimes. more preoccupied by 
their own selfish fate, to imple¬ 
ment unfit policies. With no de¬ 
mocracy. the people have no 
way to* demand redress and are 
more inclined to radicalization. 
Such policies led to the dilapida¬ 
tion of oil revenues in the case 
of oil countries. 

■ Degradation of living stan¬ 
dards. along with demographic 
explosion, multiplication of 
shanty towns illiteracy (political 
also), etc. Soda! problems 
which served as fertile ground 
for extremism and the dissemi¬ 
nation of many negative ideas. 

The violence in Algeria is not 
the result of stopping the electo¬ 
ral process in 1991. It is the con¬ 
sequence of 30 years of a totali¬ 
tarian socialist regime. 
Politically, the unique party sys¬ 
tem did not allow any opposing 
views or freedom of speech. Ec¬ 
onomically. the central planing 
system did not leave room to 
any entrepreneurial initiative. 
Culturally, an ideological minor¬ 
ity prevented the authentic cul¬ 
ture. truly emerging from within 
the people, from developing and 
imposing itself naturally. 

The above leads me to situate 
the Algerian case in its right con¬ 
text A lot of criminal acts are 
committed in the name of Islam 
and the Islamic movement But 
the Algerian situation is only cir¬ 
cumstantial, whatever its seri¬ 
ousness. It would be wrong to let 
this tree" of violence mask the 
magnificent “forest' of Islam. 
'Hie magnifying lens of the me¬ 
dia tends to overemphasize these 
negative actions. 

We need to develop a knowl¬ 
edge of Islam based on science 
and moderation. The media 
plays a great role in exaggerat¬ 
ing violence. But I firmly be¬ 
lieve that good deeds always 
overcome wrongdoings. Media 
coverage is not the only concern. 
The regimes imposed on our 
people bear a great deal of re¬ 
sponsibility for the misunder¬ 
standing of Islam. They also par¬ 
ticipate in the campaign of 
distortion of Islam and forbid 
any opposing views. 

Some of these regimes might 
think that they serve their inter¬ 
ests by misrepresenting Islam. 
Actually, they deepen the g3p 
which separates them from their 


own people and the rest of the 
people of the world because of 
suspicion and misunderstanding. 
People from the West should 
give tittle credit to such propa¬ 
ganda which blurs the image of 
Islam. 

Fortunately, some world pow- 
ere have come to realize what 
the stakes are and have started 
changing their attitude towards 
the Islamic movemenL 

I abhor teirorism. I know all 
the suffering it causes to its vic¬ 
tims. 1 am. myself. going 
through the experience of lacing 
it and condemning it unequivo¬ 
cally for long years. Even if it 
uses the cover of religion. But 
the difference between me and a 
lot of western intellectuals and 
politicians is the fact that I con¬ 
demn all terrorism. Whether its 
victims are westerners or Mus¬ 
lims. For me. (hey are all human 
beings. The essential shortcom¬ 
ing of the West in coping with 
terrorism may very well be the 
double standards problem. How- 
can wc otherwise, explain the 
gathering of 30 world leaders at 
the Sharm Ei Sheikh summit as 
a sign of solidarity with 60 Israe¬ 
li dead and the alarming silence 
over more than (>0.000 dead in 


as. culture, behavior or technolo¬ 
gy. They even reject civilized ar¬ 
rangements of cohabitation be¬ 
tween people and countries or 
political democracy as a basic 
foundation of government. It is 
clear, under such circumstances, 
that the right path is the one that 
stands in die middle. The West 
should cease fabricating die so- 
called Islamic threat, and Mus¬ 
lims should develop the ability 
to interact positively with the 
others. Taking and giving all 
what can serve the benefit of hu¬ 
manity as a whole should be the 
motivation of all civilizations. 
Terminology and concept mis¬ 
uses. One cannot ignore the 
amalgam between Islam and 
fundamentalism which is main¬ 
tained in the WesL 

Part of this amalgam, is die 
continuous and unjustified link 
between Islam and terrorism. 
Fundamentalism is not a neutral 
term in the West. For them, 
deeply impregnated with Chris¬ 
tian v’aJues. ifmeans a very' seri¬ 
ous evil. It is also synonymous 
with intolerance and a frozen at¬ 
titude toward religious texts. 

The main motivation of the 
appearance of the contemporary 
Islamio-moveinent. with ail its 


The West must look 
carefully into the concepts 
that our truthful and trusted 
prophet brought and look 
into their intrinsic values 


Algeria. No one was able to 
even bring the parties together 
for the condemnation of such 
crimes against humanity. 

The first thing to do to deal 
with terrorism, is to call upon al! 
parties to take a stand of princi¬ 
ple against it. Fighting terrorism 
should not be hindered by... cir¬ 
cumstantial interests nnJ parti¬ 
san opportunism. This also 
means that it is both ethically 
and politically unacceptable for 
some countries to use the slogan 
of fi eh tins terrorism to deprive 
. entire people of their rights or to 
elude their commitment to deci¬ 
sions of the international com¬ 
munity. Once again, the sine qua 
non for the success of the fight 
against terrorism is to make 
standing against it a matter of 
principle. 

Terrorism is a factor of under¬ 
development destruction of so¬ 
cieties and a threat against na¬ 
tional unity, it is a nurturing 
element of poverty, disease and 
ignorance. Ultimately, it is 
through addressing such global 
problems that we can go a step 
further. The step of prevention. 

The Islamic world is a victim 
of a double extremism. The first 
one fcsing represented by some 
western circles which uy to 
present Islam as a scarecrow. 
The new enemy after the fall of 
communism. The second one is 
represented by some indigenous 
circles that reject all what comes 
from the West Whether it is ide- 


factions. is the search for our 
identity and self realization in 
the wake of western colonialism 
in the Arabic and Islamic world. 
It is also a resistance to Ihe new 
world order which manifests the 
will to neglect and exclude the 
entire South—which is good 
only for exploiting its natural re¬ 
sources or using it for dumping 
toxic wastes and testing nuclear 
weapons. 

We must differentiate be¬ 
tween terrorism and violence on 
one side and the different forms 
of resistance. The first aims at 
imposing one ideas through the 
use of force and ignore totally 
the values of dialogue. 

The second seeks the emanci¬ 
pation from foreign domination . 
If terrorism has no religion, life 
has no meaning under slavety 
and humiliation and resistance is 
perfectly legitimate. What com¬ 
plicates things further is that 
most westerners do not consider 
Islam as a religion belonging to 
the tradition of Abraham, like 
Christianity and Judaism. 

The West must look carelully 
into the concepts that our truth¬ 
ful and trusted prophet brought 
and look into their intrinsic val¬ 
ues. The prophet Mohamed, 
peace be upon him. stressed 
such values as responsibility- 
freedom. civilized argumenta¬ 
tion and acceptance of the other 
point of view. Fortunately, some 
western intellectuals are making 
sincere efforts to make up for 


the prejudice against Arabs and 
Muslims. But up till now. they 
continue to be portrayed nega¬ 
tively. The stereotype of the 
Arab sheikh with his bundles of 
bank notes and his harem fol¬ 
lowing him, or that of the blood 
thirsty Arab wanior with his 
sword are still hard to die. 

The Arab remains a terrorist 
even if he is merely defending 
his right to exist. But one must 
say that the Arab media also fail 
to convey the high values of the 
Islamic culture and civilization, 
or the positive image of the 
Arab as a person. Three intro¬ 
ductions to the knowledge of Is¬ 
lam: Instead of concentrating on 
marginal and small groups. 1 
think that all those who seek a 
better understanding of Islam, 
its heritage and its culture 
should do it through three intro¬ 
ductions. 

The first one is direct contact 
with Arabs and Muslim people 
who candidly express their relig¬ 
ious beliefs in a climate of toler¬ 
ance. Away from secularists in¬ 
terference. extremists 

constraints or professional poli¬ 
ticians bias. The proof of the im¬ 
portance of this method is the 
conversion of great many west¬ 
ern intellectuals to Isiam after 
being directly exposed to people 
whcTwere far from any political 
interference. Among those one 
can cite Naser Eddine Dinet, the 
renown French painter who con¬ 
vened to Islam while living in 
Bousaada in southern Algeria in 
the 193G's or Muhammad Assad 
during his trip to Mecca. 

The second one is the direct 
study of the holy Koran and the 
tradition of the prophet But due 
to the language barrier, this may 
prove difficult for most people 
from the WesL 

The third is the contact with 
scholars of the Arab and Mus¬ 
lim world which are not linked 
to palaces and regimes. Scholars 
who do not adopt the populist 
attitude of bending to any de¬ 
mand of advice a la cane. The 
besL representatives of such 
scholars are those close to the 
contemporary Islamic move¬ 
menL Because they bend neither 
to the arbitrary demands of the 
masses nor to the pressure of the 
ruthless regimes. 

It is true that Islamic move¬ 
ments are numerous. But this 
multiplicity is more complemen¬ 
tary than antagonisL The most 
important criteria should be 
openness to dialogue, ability to 
reasonable argumentation and 
methodology of advertising its 
views. Other criteria are gradual 
treatment of political, economic 
and cultural issues and avoiding 
superfluous discussions on mat¬ 
ters that do not bring any real 
benefit to society. Once we ap¬ 
ply these criteria, along with 
others pertaining to efficacy and 
the ability to interact with oth¬ 
ers. We can consider that we 
have the framework which will 
enable us to recognize an au¬ 
thentic Islamic movemenL ■ 

The author is the president 
of the Movement of the Is¬ 
lamic Society, an Algerian 
political party. 


The Clintons 


Poisonous gift of fate 


Clinton , The President They 
Deserve , by Martin Walk¬ 
er, London, Fourth Estate, 
$25. 

Reviewed By 

R.W. Apple 

AFTER EIGHT years in 
Washington as correspon¬ 
dent of The Guardian. Mar¬ 
tin Walker under stands the 
United States far better than 
many American journalists. 
In this new biography of 
President Clinton, he paints 
a vivid portrait not only of 
the friends of Bill who came 
to the capital from Little 
R»ck in 1993 to shape the 
now administration but also 
of the seamy, semi-tropical 
political subculture from 
which he and they sprang. 

He understands how lucky 
Bill Clinton has been, noting 
correctly that he would nev¬ 
er have survived the New 
Hampshire primary if the op¬ 
position had not been so 
feckless—If Bob Kerrey had 
run a competent campaign, 
or if Mario Cuomo or Al 
Gore had summoned the 
nerve to run. 

And he understands how 
Bill Clinton’s lack of disci¬ 
pline (in matters sexual as 
well as political) is balanced 
by an indomitable will that 
has carried him through a ca¬ 
reer filled with crises. 

Walker’s hook takes the 
reader into the Clinton polit¬ 
ical headquarters during the 
1992 campaign, disclosing 
details about staff and strate¬ 


gy that show 
how the Presi¬ 
dency won. It 
reports on the 
tug-of-war that 
developed be¬ 
tween Clinton’s 
Oxford and Lit¬ 
tle Rock friends 
on the one hand 
and his political 
advisers on the 
other, and how 
James Carvilie. 
the Cajun popu¬ 
list. had to 
watch the inau¬ 
guration not 
from a choice 
seat but on tele- jp 
vision at home. 

That was a 
telling moment: 
the first days of 
the administra¬ 
tion were a mess partly be¬ 
cause the Arkansas mafia 
failed to protect the new 
President from political boo- 
bytraps. 

But this is a book that spe¬ 
cializes in giving Clinton Lhe 
benefit of The doubt. That is 
foretold in the introduction, 
where Walker touts his 
friendship with Sidney Blu- 
menthal. Special Political 
Correspondent for The New 
Yorker and a cheer leader for 
the Clintons. So while ex¬ 
tended treatment is given 
here to the Whitewater affair 
and other scandals, relative¬ 
ly little is made of the Clin¬ 
ton’s bobbing and weaving 
as they sought to cover up. It 
is not necessary to embrace 
far-fetched theories regard¬ 



ing Vince Foster's death to 
see that both Clintons, and 
especially the President, are 
notably economical with the 
truth, or that they are inept 
judges of political asso¬ 
ciates. 

It was surely the Presi¬ 
dent’s fault, not just the poi¬ 
sonous gift of fate, that so 
many people in his adminis¬ 
tration went to jail or faced 
investigation by special 
prosecutors. Walker tends to 
blame it on a conspiracy by 
right-wing elements in the 
press. 

More important. I think. 
Walker misunderstands the 
state of play in the Demo¬ 
cratic Party and the electo¬ 
rate as a whole. ‘The old 
Democrats.” he writes, “had 


broadly achieved what they 
set out to do, and had for a 
generation suffered from a 
genera] bafflement about 
what to do next." Well, no. 
They had not solved the 
problem of poverty in Amer¬ 
ica, nor the problem of ra¬ 
cism, to choose two of the 
great goals of “old Demo¬ 
crats’’ like John F. Kennedy 
and Lyndon B. Johnson, and 
they had alienated the voters 
• n trying. The problems re¬ 
mained, but they had neither 
the means nor new ideas to 
solve them. 

At times, Clinton under¬ 
stands this as in his cam¬ 
paign for re-election, which 
has been marked by only the 
most modest new initiatives 
and. notably, by his accep¬ 
tance of a welfare “reform” 
that has infuriated many lib¬ 
eral backers. At times he 
does not, as when he and Hil¬ 
lary Clinton grossly overesti¬ 
mated the force of his electo¬ 
ral mandate, chose a largely 
discredited social engineer 
named Ira Magaziner to help 
them reform the nation's 
health care system and came 
up with a plan so preposte¬ 
rously complicated that even 
the President could not fath¬ 
om it. it failed not because of 
nefarious entrenched inter¬ 
ests or a hostile press but be¬ 
cause the Clintons over¬ 
reached. His (their) 
comeback began only when 
Dick Morris came back on 
board and the President 
scaled down his plans. ■ 

The Times 


Khairi Janh 

Peace 

focus 

AH THE terminologies 
connected to peace have 
varied from the peace pro¬ 
cess, the peace of the 
brave, and peace building.' 
However, the most impor¬ 
tant terminology is still 
not expected to be heard 
for sometime, and chat is 
peace implementation. 
But what is the point of 
having peace if its compo-. 
nents will not be imple¬ 
mented? 

There is no doubt that 
there goodwill among the 
parties who signed peace 
agreements with each oth¬ 
er. and enough sincerity 
among the parties who are 
still negotiating for peace 
to have a successful con¬ 
clusion. The fact remains 
that the imbalance on the 
various cracks in terms of 
achieving peace does not 
detract form the interde¬ 
pendent and connected 
nature of peace between 
the Arabs and Israel. 

The Syrians have made 
it clear that agreement 
cannot be reached without 
implementing the land for 
peace formula. The same 
goes for Lebanon. On all 
sides there is enough con¬ 
fidence that the peace ne¬ 
gotiations will reap a pos¬ 
itive result A new and 
creative way of thinking 
must be applied to resolve 
the deadlock on the Syri¬ 
an-Palestinian-Israeli 
tracks, because the bitter¬ 
ness and the flying accu¬ 
sations will inevitably de¬ 
lay the implementation of 
the components of the 
peace agreement once 
achieved. 

This is almosi the case 
between the PNA and Is¬ 
rael. The peace agreement 
was signed, but the squab¬ 
bling goes on. Palestinian 
suspicion towards Israel, 
and the attempt of the Is¬ 
raeli leadership alternate¬ 
ly. to provide an ideologi¬ 
cal content to its position, 
has soured relations to an 
almost breaking-poinL 
Closures; Hebron, securi¬ 
ty. demonstrations in the 
streets from ail sides, are 
still a familiar scene for 
the media, and if this is 
the peace that the Pales¬ 
tinians and Israelis have 
dreamt about, then what 
is there to implement of 
those components emerg¬ 
ing from Oslo? 

In this labyrinth of dis¬ 
appointments. a new fac¬ 
tor is added to the caul¬ 
dron of confusion and 
subterfuge: The remarks 
made by Mr Netanyahu 
about the nature of the 
Palestinian state he wish¬ 
es to see. He flirts public¬ 
ly about systems such as 
those existing in Andora, 
and Puerto Rico. Even if 
the PNA considers this 
idea for a second. Mr Ne¬ 
tanyahu forgets that An¬ 
dora for instance, has a 
very high per capita in¬ 
come. which a nation in 
the making, struggling un¬ 
der decades of occupation 
cannot march in any con¬ 
ceivable circumstances. 

As for Puerto Rico. Mr 
Netanyahu remembers 
that in their recent refe¬ 
rendum. the Puerto Ri¬ 
cans decided that they 
were comfortable in their 
arrangement with the 
USA and do not wish to 
alter the arrangement 

This is something of 
course, the Palestinians 
rejected through the years 
of armed struggle. Intifa¬ 
da. and peace agreemenL 
Such ideas have floated ■ 
around in academic text 
books many years ago. 
but have been laid to resL 

For Jordan, much hap¬ 
pened since the signature 
of the peace agreement 
with Israel. Normal rela¬ 
tions have proceeded 
comfortably, and various 
exchanges in many fields 
took place. However, the 
main components of our 
peace treaty wiLh Israel 
have not been implement¬ 
ed yet and we would be 
unfair, if we were to 
blame our short comings 
for this. 

The signals from Israel . 
have been somewhat con¬ 
fusing regarding the de¬ 
sired relationship within 
the peace agreement and 
the implementation of to 
clauses. Having a warm 
peace or a cold one, is not 
our sole responsibility in 
this bilateral relations, 
and the new administra¬ 
tion in Israel has to clarify 

its intentions regarding its 
own understanding 
peace building. ■ 
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Israeli land confiscation continues 

® O? Sunday 10 November, the Israeli army shot and 
“lied 36 year old, Acallah Hassan Eid Ami reh from 
Naalin village and injured 12 other Palestinians during a 
protest against Israeli land confiscation. The protest was 
organized by the Land Defease Committee in Ramallah 
against continued Israeli confiscations of Palestinian 
land. The Israeli government intends to use the confis¬ 
cated Palestinian land to expand Jewish settlements as 
part of its overall strategy to encircle Ramallah with 
Jewish settlements. The protest focused on the confisca¬ 
tion of Palestinian land from Der Qadees which will be 
used to expand the ultra-orthodox Jewish settlement of 
Kiryat Sefer. It was only a few weeks ago that the Israe¬ 
li government gave approval for the expansion to begin. 

According to affidavits taken by field workers working 
for the Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human 
Rights and the Environment (LAWE), witnesses stated 
that early in the morning of 10 November, Israeli sol¬ 
diers began concentrating on the borders of Der Qadees 
village near Ramallah where the protest was set to be 
held. When the villagers started Lheir protest soldiers 
began to shoot tear gas bombs and rubber bullets. De- 
Spile the tear gas and bullets, the protesters continued 
lheir demonstration. 

The Israeli sola ers then began to shoot live ammuni¬ 
tion bullets at close range at the demonstrators. Mr 
Amira was killed instantly by a bullet that was fired at 
him only 12 meters away. The buhet penetrated his heart 
and killed him. Twelve other Palestinians were injured 
from the live ammunition and rubber bullets. 

Mr Araireh's land was among the land to be confiscat¬ 
ed. He submitted a petition to the Israeli court to cancel 
the confiscation order but to no avail. Family members 
said that Mr Amireh was shocked when he heard that the 
government was taking his land to expand the Kiryat Se¬ 
fer settlement. 

LA WE believes that the Israeli action violates the 
right of all free persons to protest and speak out against 
government actions. It notes that this right is especially 
relevant in Der Qadees where the Israel government con¬ 
fiscated Palestinian land and simply “gave it away” to 
Israeli citizens. The Israeli- actions are contradictory to 
her commitment three years ago to the Declaration of 
Principles that was signed three years ago. 

Israeli businessmen worry about 
Netanyahu economic policies 

■ The future of the peace process in the Middle East is 
still ambiguous because 

of the inability to reach ' ~!T- ^ ’; — 

a final agreement be- 

tween Palestinian and .S: ^$3^. 

Israeli negotiators on £ . . 

therthorny issue of Heb- 
ran. 

Through foreign in- .. . 

vestment in Israel sig- *. . ; W ; 

niflcant increases since 
the Palestinian-Israeli 

peace accords that were 

some foreign investors IH 
continue to be cautious. 

Others are more emhu- 

ing to bet on the Israeli 
economy particularly Netanyahu 
communication and ad¬ 
vanced technology sectors. 

Israel businessmen seems to be divided on the eco¬ 
nomic policies of their prime Minister. Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu. 

Mr Benjamin John, the owner of an Israeli firm says 
that the Israeli economy is going through a sceptical peri¬ 
od. However, he says that this will change of Israel 
reaches an agreement with the Palestinians on redeploy¬ 
ment in Hebron. 

Analysts indicate that Netanyahu needs to establish po¬ 
litical stability in order to deal with the economy that is 
moving very slowly. The Israeli economy is suffering be¬ 
cause an increase in the national budget and shortage in 
currency reserves. 


Charges being prepared 
against Bhutto, husband 
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Netanyahu 


By Kenneth J. Cooper and 

Kamr an Khan 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan—The 
caretaker government of Paki¬ 
stan said last Sunday that it is 
preparing criminal charges 
against former prime minister 
Benazir Bhutto and her hus¬ 
band in connection with the 
avalanche of corruption allega¬ 
tions that were part of the 
political crisis leading to her 
ouster. - 

Although in dismissing 
Bhutto, President Farooq 
Leghari cited the widespread 
allegations that Bhutto and her 
husband were involved in cor¬ 
ruption, Sunday's statement 
was the first indication that the 
government plans formal 
charges that could result in 
imprisonment, and that the 
charges specifically include 
Bhutto. 

Leghari's order dissolving 
Bhutto's governrhent last Tues¬ 
day referred to alleged “corrup¬ 
tion. nepotism and violation of 
rules,” without giving details. 
■Government investigators said 
in interviews that they are 
questioning Bhutto's husband. 
Asif Ali Zardari, about sus¬ 
pected corruption in govern¬ 
ment financial institutions, 
state-run enterprises and inter¬ 
national contracts for power 
generation and defense 
procurement 

Zardari’s tax returns do not 
indicate he has accumulated 
more wealth during his wife’s 
tenure. No concrete evidence 
has yet been presented of what 
actions he may have taken to 
benefit himself or others, or 
how much money, if any, he 
made. But investigators said 
that because of a series of 
irregular financial transactions 
involving Zardari or his asso¬ 
ciates while he was Bhutto's 
business emissary and later 
investments minister, they are 
looking into whether he trans¬ 
ferred money from bribes and 
kickbacks into bank accounts 
and property purchases, pri¬ 
marily in Europe. 

Bhutto filed a petition in 
Lahore High Court claiming 
Zardari was illegally detained. 
Pakistan's official APP news 
agency said. Zardari. whom 
Pakistanis nicknamed "boss" 
because of his extensive unof¬ 
ficial powers, was placed in 
what authorities called preven¬ 
tive detention last week when 
the government was dismissed. 

Interim Prime Minister 
Meraj Khalid told a news con¬ 
ference last Sunday that the 
charges will be placed soon. 
Asked if they would include 
criminal charges, he said: “All 
kinds of charges.” Elections 
have been set for 3 February, 


US to aid African 
regimes in bid to oust 
Sudanese government 


By David B. Ottaway 

LA Times-Waslungion Posr 
News Service 

WASHINGTON—The US 
government is about to send 
military aid to-three African 
countries collaborating to help 
overthrow the Islamic regime 
in Sudan, regarded in Wash¬ 
ington as a key sponsor of 
international terrorism, 

according to the Clinton 
administration and congres¬ 
sional officials. 

Nearly $20 million in sur¬ 
plus US military equipment 
will be sent to Ethiopia. Eri¬ 
trea and Uganda, the officials 
said, adding that the three 
countries support Sudanese 
opposition groups preparing a 
joint offensive to topple the 
Khartoum government. 

The officials said all of the 
military aid is non-icthal and 
defensive, and includes radios, 
uniforms, bools and tents. But 
congressional and Pentagon 
sources said this could be 
expanded to include rifles and 
other weapons. 

US officials also deny that 
the equipment is specifically 
earmarked for the Sudanese 
rebels, despite the deck ed 
anti-Khartoum policies of the 
recipient governments'. “We 
are assisting these govern¬ 
ments in their own defense. 
Nothing we are giving them is 
to be used for any other pur¬ 
pose,” said George E. Moose, 
assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs. 

But congressional sources 
and several African affaire 
experts expressed skepticism 
that the equipment will be kept 


from rebel ranks. Much of the 
aid consists of basic items 
suitable for outfitting a guer¬ 
rilla force. Lhese sources 
noted. 

The decision to provide mil¬ 
itary aid to the three African 
nations reflects growing 
administration anger at Sudan, 
which the White House con¬ 
siders second only to Iran as a 
staging ground for interna¬ 
tional terrorism and for 
Islamic extremists involved in 
subverting neighboring. pro- 
US governments. 

Administration officials 
said no formal Presidential 
Decision Directive was issued 
by the White House spelling 
out a new rtrategy toward 
Sudan. Under US law. any 
operation intended to subvert 
a foreign government must be 
preceded by a presidential 
“finding." It is unclear 
whether such a measure has 
been invoked in this case. 

But top administration offi¬ 
cials met several times over 
the lost year to discuss policy 
toward Sudan's militant 
Islamic rulers, and the officials 
made “a very deliberate policy 
decision" to adopt a tougher 
line, according to one senior 
administration official. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton was involved in 
some of these discussions, the 
official added. 

The administration's atti¬ 
tude toward Sudan hardened 
after evidence emerged of its 
support for the attempted 
assassination of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Addis Ababa in June 1995. 
Washington sought, and 
obtained in April, a UN reso¬ 


lution condemning Sudan for 
its involvement. Mild diplo¬ 
matic sanctions were imposed. 

But the administration con¬ 
cluded earlier this fall that 
Sudan was taking only “tacti¬ 
cal" and "cosmetic" steps to 
end support for terrorism in 
order to avoid further UN 
sanctions, officials said. 

The CIA and the National 
Security Council have been 
the driving forces behind the 
tougher line, congressional 
and administration sources 
said. 

US officials now refer to 
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Uganda 
as “front-line states" because 
of their location on Sudan's 
borders and their role in help¬ 
ing Washington contain Khar¬ 
toum. Ethiopia is budgeted to 
receive $106 million in total 
US assistance during the cur¬ 
rent fiscal year, displacing 
South Africa as the largest sin¬ 
gle sub-Saharan recipient.- 

Once a close American ally. 
Ethiopia joined the Soviet camp 
in 1977 and remained there 
until 1991, when its communist 
government was ousted after a 
long civil war. The present Ethi¬ 
opian government led by Meles 
Zenawi. has sought to restore 
close security ties with Wash¬ 
ington and become the corner¬ 
stone for US policy in the 
region known as the Horn of 
Africa. 

U.S. officials estimate that 
more than 3.000 Sudanese rebels 
are marshaling in Eritrea for a 
joint offensive that is expected to 
concentrate on cutting the viol 
road running from Khartoum to 
Fort Sudan. ■ 


nearly two years before 
Bhutto's term was to have 
expired. 

Bhutto's dismissal—her sec¬ 
ond in six years—was viewed 
by some abroad as a blow to 
democracy in a country that 
has yet to see an elected prime 
minister serve out a full term. 
Bhutto has couched her denial 
of Leghari's charges in politi¬ 
cal terms, .accusing the presi¬ 
dent of plotting with others to 
unseat her and overstepping 
his authority. 

But investigators' interest in 
Bhutto and her husband has 
focused on possible criminal 
activity and appeared to be 
more than political maneuver¬ 
ing. As Bhutto's popularity 
waned in the past year, corrup¬ 
tion came to be the most fre¬ 
quent complaint of many Paki¬ 
stanis about her govemmenL 
Those complaints usually cen¬ 
tered on Zardari, whom Bhutto 
used as her emissary to busi¬ 
ness leaders because of his 
experience as a real estate 
developer. In August, she 
made Zardari, then a member 
of parliament, investments 
minister in an appointment her 
political opponents denounced 
as arrogant. 


Investigators said in inter¬ 
views that they are interrogat¬ 
ing Zardari, 43, about whether 
or not he collected bribes and 
kickbacks through-friends and 
political allies he helped reach 
high positions in a range of 
state-run businesses. No spe¬ 
cific charges have been filed 
against Zardari, who under a 
preventive detention law can 
be held for 90 days or longer 
without being charged with 
specific crimes. 

Bhutto, who bad made cor¬ 
ruption the biggest issue in her 
successful 1993 election cam¬ 
paign, characterized her hus¬ 
band's arrest as political perse¬ 
cution on Wednesday and 
dismissed the corruption 
charges as “lies. lies. lies." She 
promised to issue a detailed 
response to Leghari's accusa¬ 
tions within a week. 

This is not the first time that 
Bhutto has defended Zardari 
against charges of abusing his 
position for personal gain. He 
became a target of corruption 
inquiries after her 1990 dis¬ 
missal and was arrested in con¬ 
nection with extortion and ille¬ 
gal bank loan cases. He was 
eventually cleared of the 


charges. 

Few doubt that serious 
charges will be brought 
against him this time, and 
his name has even been 
linked to the September 
killing ' of Bhutto's 
estranged brother, Murtaza 
Bhutto, by police in Kara¬ 
chi. He has denied all the 
allegations against him. 

' Two instances of sus¬ 
pected corruption involv¬ 
ing Zardari are pending 
before Pakistan's Supreme 
Court: the sales of shares 
in state-run Pakistan Petro¬ 
leum Ltd. and a large natu¬ 
ral gas reserve in Baluchi¬ 
stan Province to Sadruddin 
Hashwani, a hotel magnate 
and friend of Zardari. The 
cabinet's request last sum¬ 
mer to review the sales 
was ignored by Bhutto,' 
Leghari said last week. 

Senior investigators said 
they are scrutinizing Zar¬ 
dari's dealings with' state- 
run banks, institutions that 
finance large development 
projects and enterprises 
that produce steel, oversee 
Karachi's port and sell rice 
and other commodities. ■ 
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Yes, You're The Best. 


At Abu Shakra we know it’s our customers who have made us successful— And it 
is in celebration of those customers who have made our 35th anniversary possible, 
we are offering huge discounts on all your favorite items. 

From Friday Nov.15 till Sunday Nov. 17, receive up to 35% discount on our 
exquisite watches and up to 25% discount on all products including our 

latest fragrances and elegant gifts. 

In all branches listed below. 

Only the best, for the best . 



Bayader 817173 ■ Shmrisanl 697100 • Gardens St. 696603 • Tower Bldg. 659030 
Housing Comp. 606130 • Down Town 617173 • Royal 817419 • Yves Rocher 865625 
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senior officials from 
rniri.’s. the United 
iia. ii.?an. Chine and 


other countries from Europe and 
Asia 

The SS-memher Jordanian del¬ 
egation is led by Mr Ali AbuJ 
Raghih. the minister of com¬ 
merce and industry Ionian is 
submitting 25 projects to be dis¬ 
cussed ai a total cost of S4 bil¬ 
lion. These ventures focus on in¬ 
frastructure and projects in 
Jordan Valley. Jordan business¬ 
men arc also discussing means of 
earning out investment enter¬ 
prises with their Egyptian coun¬ 
terparts. 

The biggest delegation is the 
American one which comprises 
125 pan id pants representing 60 
American concerns, the EU has 


Trade cooperation enhanced 
b?*ween Jordan and Indonesia 


::-:i JOINT Jordanian-Indonesian Committee completed 
mfe'Jr.as at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
• hlch began iasi Monday. Issues related to enhancing 
c»i-ov^ralioa ur.i increasing the volume of commercial 
between the two countries were discussed. 

Tuesdcy 12 November was the signing o? three 
L^rten-erts to incourage investment, unify the tax systems 
and sea transport between the two countries. 

The i -: iume of trade exchange between the two countries 
could fcs- improved. In 1995 it was about JD 66 million. 

in the first eight months of this year it reached JB 46 
r:\Vr.OTi. Indonesia wishes to increase its imports from 
dortiur.. especially phosphates, fertilizers and potash. 

Officials at the Amman Chamber of Commerce 
Tiegotiuled v.Ith the delegation which accompanied 
Ir. j-jntsian president Suharto in his visit to Jordan, the 
of carrying nut joint ventures that depend on 
..jriarlcz phosphate and Indonesian rubber. 

Vne delegation's visit which ends today. Thursday, was 
reused on the possibility ol' using of the industrial zones in 
.‘vdon as a transit point to neighboring countries. EB 


have <>5 participants and the Is¬ 
raeli delegation alone has 100 
participants including officials 
jfld businessmen. 

The general atmosphere in 
Cairo indicates that the climate 
at this conference is completely 
different from the optimistic 
mood that characterized the first 
Casablanca and then Amman ec¬ 
onomic summits. 

The Israeli right-wing Likud 
government headed by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is 
putting obstacles towards a fur¬ 
ther progress in the peace pro¬ 
cess. Such a hardline policy 
which insists on humiliating Pal¬ 
estinians and building more set¬ 
tlements in Palestinian territories 
is reflecting itself «?n the mood of 
the conference. 

Before the convening of the 
summit, observers expected the 
halls to be a theatre for ‘‘hot de¬ 
bate" between the Israelis and 
the .Arabs who believe in peace 
and act according to their strong 
conviction that peace and stabili¬ 
ty are a prerequisite for econom¬ 
ic coordination and cooperation. 

Any economic cooperation or 
normalization with Israel cannot 
he interpreted as an abstract is¬ 
sue dust can be achieved on par¬ 
allel side with the peace process. 
Stability and comprehensive 
peace are fundamental to any ec- 
Mnonuc structure. Thus, dialogue 
at the conference is subdued 
with political frictions over¬ 
riding the nitty gritty aspects of 
the economic side of the peace 
process. The region is not ready 
to start normalization with Israel 
and enter into ven285 members, 
the Gulf states cures unless Israel 
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adheres to the peace commit¬ 
ments. 

However. Egypt is viewing 
the conference as a good oppor¬ 
tunity for Arab and foreign busi¬ 
nessmen to meet and discuss is¬ 
sues of mutual concern. Dr 
Osama El Baz. the first undersec¬ 
retary at the ministry of foreign 
affairs and a special adviser to 
president Mubarak, says that the 
"Cairo Summit" is about busi¬ 
ness not only in the Middle East 
but also in the whole world. "Its 
target is to promote and enhance 
investments and joint ventures in 
the region. It will also help acti¬ 
vate the .Arab viewpoint through 
slrons coordination thereby 


maintaining strong pressure on 
Israel" 

“Egypt is keen to consolidate 
its economic ties with Jordan af¬ 
ter the free trade agreement was 
signed between the two coun¬ 
tries,” says Mr Raouf Sa'ada. an 
assistant to the Egyptian foreign 


minister. 

They are concerned with 
pushing the peace process for¬ 
ward and aim at establishing sta¬ 
bility which is considered fun¬ 
damental for ventures and 
foreign enterprises in the area. 

The American position as ex¬ 
pressed by the .Assistant Secre¬ 
tary of Commerce. Joan Spero 
considers the peace process as 
the cornerstone of the US for¬ 
eign policy in the Middle East. 

But harsh days were ex¬ 
pressed in the first day of the 
summit. The Israeli Foreign 
Minister. David Levy, quickly 
withdrew from the operating ses¬ 
sion when the organizers refused 
his request to be allowed to de¬ 
liver a speech. Sources say that 
the Israeli delegation was angry 
at what they perceived as indi¬ 
rect criticism by the head of the 
Jordanian delegation Mr .Ali 
Abu Al RaghebT to Israeli delay 
in the peace talks. ■ 


Banking conference 
on 2 December 


UNDER THE 
title “The Role of 
Banks and Finan¬ 
cial Institutions 
in Investment." 
the Arab Acad¬ 
emy for Banking 
and Financial 
Sciences 



(AABFS) will hold its sixth annual conference on 2-4 
December, in Cairo. Egypt. 

This conference is recognized as a leading Arab and 
international gathering with the participation of officials 
from many banking and financial institutions across the 
Arab world. 

The conference will give participants an opportunity to 
follow up on the latest developments in the field of invest¬ 
ment and enable business leaders to have an important role 
in developing new investment initiatives. 

The conference will have many objectives. These 
include: 

The focus on the impact of monetary-, fiscal, and eco¬ 
nomic policies on investments: to examine the role of der¬ 
egulation and privatization on investments; to emphasize 
the importance of global and regional financial flows with 
special emphasis on the impact of a single European cur¬ 
rency; to discuss the challenges faced by both commercial 
and "specialized banks in the promotion of local invest¬ 
ments; to focus on the scope of both Islamic and compre¬ 
hensive luniversall banks in fostering investment activity. 

Also, it will seek to evaluate the importance of invest¬ 
ment guarantees and the role of the International Finance 
Corporation in private investment. 

Other objectives stress the significance of introducing 
convertibles in the Arab capital markets and determine the 
influence of investment banking and rating agencies on the 
development of investments. This relates to the role of 
derivatives and Islamic instruments in investment and the 
impact of technology on financial market operations. 

Top bankeis and governors of central banks and corpo¬ 
rate executives will also attend the three-day conference 
that will comprise financial papers given by top financial 
experts and workshops. The chairmen of pension and 
mutual funds, investment managers and heads of credit 
departments of banks will also be attending the meetings. 


exhibition of Jordanian products 




Ramallah 9 a unique economic event 
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7:’..- r.fcratwn. organized by 
j-vExport Dcu-lop- 
C •m.Tt.-r:ijl Centers Cor- 
r.Tdi'T. .iEDCOr. comes as a 
--• >tco towards bolstering 
'-■•a."-.- r.-Faics-mlar: cormncr- 
-.ic- .:nd the expansion of 
t.i je between the two sides. 

Th; exhibit ion which ends 
!•••Jj*. flvrsdav is a huge pop- 
'J.vess with .TOV.-ds COCll- 
•'.c rora. nl; Palestinian tides. 

r !- rarcuk Al Hadidi. the 
c atbitior.'s director and jy>ist- 
r,: directo r o! JEDCO says that 
t.u rdca ol .'toWms this first 
r.hir'.i.vi r- R.ir.iullah secom- 
• ...m... >k doling >’! the Pules- 
•r:!-* •.-Ii-nl.nrun cumnicrci.il 
•i.ar.-.-Miziii. I; J*o sicrns from 
i.tc '.iratcuK importance of the 
p a ! c.- f !;ii.'n market to promote 
.■«"-.i_ i 'kin •!\p«irt>. 

Y.e raced difficulties before 
ftiaguig tins exhibition, as 
Israeli authorities created obsta¬ 
cles rind blocked access to the 
samples of Jordanian products 
tire Palestinian market." Al 


Hadidi said. 

In addition, there were 
some technical difficulties 
related to the site of (he 
exhibition, he added. 

“The exhibition. is 
bocsieJ by the attendance 
of a Jordanian delegation 
headed by Mr Ali Abu! 
Raghib. minister of com¬ 
merce and industry in addi¬ 
tion to representative? from 
the private sector, the f 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Association ! ’^t 
of Jordanian Businessmen. 

The exhibition, which 
was opened under the pal- fef 
ronage of the Palestinian fk 
President Yassir Arafat, 
underpinned ifs signifi¬ 
cance and gave the Jorda¬ 
nian participants strong 
moral support • 

We hope that the exhibition 
will give Jordanian companies 
the opportunity to promote 
their products. Moreover, ue 
expect to sign big contracts to 
export Jordanian products to 
the Palestinian market. Al 
Hadidi said. 

He also pointed to Ihe high 
standards of industrial prod¬ 
ucts. ones that can compere 
with Israeli products. Ordinary 
Palestinians as well as busi¬ 
nessmen arc keen to buv Jorda¬ 



nian products rather than Israeli 
ones, lie continues. 

Israeli commodities are too 
expensive compared to Jorda¬ 
nian products, that's why Pal¬ 
estinians prefer to buy them. 

The visitors to the exhibition 
expressed their admiration of 
the high quality' of the products, 
particularly carpets, mineral 
industries, pharmaceuticals and 
textiles. 

One visitor says "we encour- 
aac more exhibitions of this 
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Ail AMEX, the international express, 

.-erg*.- iifid distribution company is the offi¬ 
cial spunsor and freight forwarder of the 
Iasi Jordanian Products Exhibition in 
Ramailah. The exhibition, which is held 
from 6-14 November, features a variety of 
products that are made in Jordan. 

“Ws encourage Jordanian industry and 
ure proud to be the sponsors of this exhibi¬ 
tion." said Osama Fatialeh, country man¬ 
ager of ARAMEX Jordan 

ARAMEX will handle all the freight 
forwarding for the exhibited products. It 
will draw on its experience in handling 
express, cargo and logistics services 
between Jordan and the Palestinian 
authority. 


“We have an experience in the West 
Bank market since 1987 and have been 
performing courier and freight services 
for two y ears there," said Mr FattaJeb. 

With offices in Jerusalem, Ramailah, 
Nablus and Gaza, ARAMEX offers com¬ 
plete service solutions to individuals and 
businesses in the Palestinian Authority 
areas. 

ARAMEX Is one of the region's fastest 
growing and leading small parcel express 
and air freight companies. With offices in 
all major cities around the world 
ARAMEX offers a range of services 
including time definite express, or cargo 
and logistics us well as domestic distribu¬ 
tion. SI 


kind, because of their tremen¬ 
dous benefits to the economies 
of both countries." 

Other visitors called for 
organizing such an exhibition 
annually to keep up with the 
latest developments in Jorda¬ 
nian industry. 

The representatives from the 
Vegetable Oil Factories Co., 
the Jordanian Chemical Indus¬ 
tries and the Zakranch Ceramic 
Co., all agreed ihat the holding 
of such exhibitions strengthens 
ties with the Palestinians and 
gi\e> Jordanian manufactures 
the opportunity to promote 
their products despite Israeli 
obstacles. 

Mr Wjlid Baker, from the 
Investment Promotion Corp.. 
says that this exhibition has 

given us a chance to offer our 
services to Palestinian investors 
in the Palestinian territories. 
“We gave them a full explana¬ 
tion ol the Jordanian law to 
encourage imest/nents and its 
benefits." he said. 

The Palestinian investors and 
businessmen are interested in 
investing in Jordan, because 
our Investment Promotion Law- 
oflers low customs and tax 
exemptions compared with 
facilities provided by the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority. Mr 
Baker says. ■ 


Amman and US sign 
‘Open Skies’ Agreement 


AMMAN* (Star!—United 

States Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley W. Egan and the Min¬ 
ister of Transport Nasser Al 
Lawzi. signed a Civil Aviation 
Agreement, also known as an 
"Open Skies" agreement 
between the US and Jordan. 
Jordan becomes the first coun¬ 
try outside Europe to enter into 
such an agreement 
The Open Skies agreement 
provides for the complete liber¬ 
alization of commercial air ser¬ 
vices between Jordan and the 
United States. It allows any 
Jordanian or American carrier 
to fly from any point in one 
country through any intermedi¬ 
ate point to any point in the 


other country and to continue 
on to another destination. 
Under the Open Skies regime, 
the number and prices of 
flights between the two coun¬ 
tries will be similarly unre¬ 
stricted. thereby giving Jorda¬ 
nian and US airlines complete 
operating flexibility. The Open 
Skies agreement also grants US 
and Jordanian air carriers new 
rights regarding code-sharing, 
operational flexibility, non¬ 
discrimination in computer res¬ 
ervations systems, intermodal 
rights and charters. 

Open Skies advances US 
and Jordanian aviation interests 
and strengthens the already 
close and friendly relations 


between the two countries. It 
will increase competition in the 
US-Jordan air services market 
and will result in more frequent 
and better scheduled services 
between Jordan and the United 
Stales. Jordan's economy will 
benefit as the Open Skies 
Agreement provides improved 
access to the American market 
for Jordanian businesses and 
new venues for tourism promo¬ 
tion in Jordan. This step toward 
enhanced commercial air ser¬ 
vice to Jordan is a forward look¬ 
ing and an economic move that 
will further facilitate foreign 
investment as it makes Jordan a 
more convenient and competi¬ 
tive travel destination. ■ 


JEDCO, promotes Jordanian 
industrial products in 
Baghdad and Beirut 


THE JORDANIAN Export 
Development and Commercial 
Centers Corporation (JEDCO), 
always seeks to promote Jorda¬ 
nian products outside the coun¬ 
try. The corporation organizes 
many exhibitions both locally 
and in the Arab countries. 

About 73 Jordanian indus¬ 
trial companies are presently 
participating in Baghdad's 
International Show, which 
started last week and goes on 
till the middle of this month. 
These companies are exhibit¬ 
ing a variety of industrial prod¬ 
ucts such as plastics, read¬ 
ymade garments, chemicals, 
medical products, leatherwarc. 
agricultural products, engineer¬ 
ing. mineral and construction 
items. 

Such participation in this 
event enables the participating 
companies to promote their 


products and expand their 
activities despite the difficulties 
that Iraq is facing due to the 
UN sanctions that were 

imposed on the Iraq since 1990. 

Mr Bashar Khasawneh. 

director of the promotion 
department at JEDCO. says 
that the corporation is prepar¬ 
ing for the first exhibition of 
industrial products in Beirut 
that is due to start on 29 
November and last till 8 

December. 

About 85 Jordanian compa¬ 
nies will take part in this exhi¬ 
bition which is the result of the 
commercial agreement signed 
between Jordan and Lebanon. 

"This event is the first direct 
promotion of Jordanian prod¬ 
ucts in the Lebanese market, 
says Khasawneh. 

The main objective of this 
exhibition is to boost the vol¬ 


ume of commercial exchange 
between the two countries. 
Such a step is seen as the main 
factor towards economic inte¬ 
gration between Jordan and 
Lebanon. This is essential as 
the two countries are on their 
way to sign the free trade 
agreement which will open Ihe 
doors for free and complete 
flow of commodities and ser¬ 
vices between the two 
countries 

JEDCO also plans to send an 
industrial, commercial and 
investment mission for Adis 
Ababa in Ethiopia. The mis¬ 
sion will hold an industrial fair. 
The three-day fair will be held 
between 23-26 December. 

There are 20 exhibitions and 
activities of Jondanian products 
on the agenda for the next year. 
At Khasawneh said. ■ 
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USAir orders up to 400 airbus aircraft 


ARLINGTON— USAir Group 
announced that it has place 
ordures for up to 4tJrt airbus air¬ 
craft to modernize its fleet, 
reduce operating costs and 
position itself for a changing 
competitive environment in the 
eastern United States. 

The company noted that the 
purchase of the new aircrafts 
are dependent upon achieving a 
competitive cost structure and 
board of directors approval. 

Ineludcd_ in the announce¬ 
ment arc firm orders for 120 
airbus A3l«s. A320s and 
A32l>. 120 orders to be recon¬ 
firmed at u later date and 160 
options with open-ended deliv¬ 
ery dates. The company has 
flexibility in selecting among 
the 122-seal A319s the 14+ 
seat A320 and the 168-seat 
A32I. depending upon pro¬ 
jected industry conditions at the 
lime final delivery schedules 
are set. 

The onJcib arc designed to 


USAir 


cover the airline's needs for 
narrow-body aircraft to the year 
2009. In an effort to reduce air¬ 
craft and engine types. USAir 
noted that the A320 scries will 
replace at a minimum the DC- 
9-30s. B-737-200D/ G-285 and 
MF- 80S currently in USAir's 
fleet. The 
four differ¬ 
ent aircraft 
with three 
different 
engine types 
will be 
replaced by 

single aircraft family with one 
engine type. 

"USAir takes this important 
and significant step in its effort 
to become both the airline of 
choice and an airline with a 
competitive cost structure." 
said Chairman and CEO Ste¬ 
phen M. Wolf. 'The airbus 
A319, A320 and A321. with 
their flexibility, arc extremely 
efficient' and environmentally 


friendly aircraft that will serve 
our evolving markets for many 
years to come. 

"The market in the eastern 
US is moving to a lower-part 
environment that brings with its 
increased demand, fiiese air¬ 
craft. and the flexibility we 


the right 


have in exe¬ 
cuting orders 
among air¬ 
craft types, 
will give us 
cost-efficient 
planes of the 
right size at 
to compete 


time __ 

aggressively in this changing 
market." 


Perry L. Hayes, president of 
the master executive council of 
the association of flight atten¬ 
dants. said, "this aircraft order 
makes a dynamic statement 
about our future. Now vve must 
be equally bold in becoming a 
competitive airline that is the 
carrier of choice." 


Captain Robert P. Gaudioso. 
chairman of the master execu¬ 
tive council of the air line pi lots 
association, said, “these new 
aircraft will make our fleet one 
of the most modem in the 
world. We are committed to 
working together with our man¬ 
agement to address a competi¬ 
tive strategy that works for 
USAIR and its employees." 

William Freiberger, assistant 
general chairman, district 141 
international association of 
machinists and aerospace work- 
crs ' said - "this decision by 
USAir is a major step forward 
in an effort to become the car¬ 
rier of choice as we move into 
the 21st century. The IAMAW 
is committed to continue to 
pursue our emerging collabora¬ 
tive high performance work 
organization so we may build 
on our spirit of cooperation in. 
an effort to effectively address 
our cost issues." ■ 
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Aid agencies debate involvement 
in Zairian refugee camps 


i 

I 


j By Stephen Buckley 

• i.i Li Times-Washington Past 

p. A fews Service 

i KIGALI, Rwanda—From the 

( start, aid agencies knew die 
Rwandan refugee crisis of 1994 
wasan extraordinary one. 

There were the numbers: 1.1 
j million Hums, Rwanda’s ethnic 
I majority, streamed into eastern 
Zaire in just a few days, seeking 
to escape reprisals after carrying 
out a campaign to wipe out the 
minority Tutsi tribe. 

There was the chaos: 40.000 
1 people died, primarily of chol- 
1 era. alter exhausted refugees set 
up camps of 100.000 to 200.000 
people atop volcanic rock 
; around the border town of 
Goma. About 700,000 Hutu ref- 
• ugees would settle there, 
j And there was the makeup of 
5 the refugees: Many of those in 
: the camps had participated in 
j the genocide. They had been 
| leaders and members of the 
j Hutu army and militias that 
scuttled into Zaire after a Tutsi- 
1 led rebel force stopped the 
i slaughter in Rwanda. 

1 Many relief agencies publicly 
voiced concern over the appro¬ 
priateness of helping refugees 
: associated with genocide 
against Tutsis. but few organi¬ 
zations acted on those concerns. 

Now the crisis in eastern 
Zaire has again exploded, with 
hundreds of thousands of refu¬ 
gees cut off from aid because of 
fighting that pits the Zairian 
military and Hutu militants 
against the Rwandan army and 
Zairian Tutsi rebels. 

The tragedy has launched an 
anguished debate among UN 
agencies and relief workers 
over whether aid groups exacer¬ 
bated the refugee crisis by serv¬ 
ing in the eastern Zaire camps, 
which became bases for the 
Hutu militants. 

“Should we have stopped 
feeding the refugees?" said 
Brenda Barton, spokeswoman 
for the World Food Program. 
"No. We were here to provide 
food to hungry people...We 
have a very clear mandate." 
Doctors Without Bordets, 



however, stopped most of its 
work in the camps in December 
1994. "We pulled out because 
we thought we were being used 
to fuel another war," said 
spokeswoman Samantha Bol¬ 
ton. "We were getting death 
threats. The militias were 
intimidating the refugees. They 
were killing people right in 
front of us. We had. to protest." 

For the first few weeks of the 
1994 refugee crisis, aid agen¬ 
cies did what they are paid to 
do. They fed people. They 
clothed them. They provided 
water and medicine and shelter. 

But prickly issues soon 
emerged. 

Should they supply camps 
peopled with refugees whose 
food was being taken by -Hutu 
militants and redistributed? 

Should they woric in sites 
where the exiled army had 
begun rearming itself and using 
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Kan Zaman Tourist Village & 
Taybet Zaman Hotel & Resort 
Presents its best wishes to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday 


the camps as military training 
grounds? 

Should they provide medicine 
to militia members who set up 
kangaroo courts within the camps 
and killed fellow refugees in 
front of aid workers? 

Those issues proved especially 
difficult for the UN High Com¬ 
missioner for Refugees, charged 
with overall coordination of relief 
efforts during such crises. 

Critics have said the agency 
did not press hard enough to 
bring the refugees home, should 
have moved camps away from 
Rwanda's borders and should 
have found ways to separate 
Hutu militants from legitimate 
refugees. 

In turn, representatives of the 
agency have charged that UN 
members knew of Ihe crisis and 
did nothing. They point out that 
shortly after the crisis began, the 
High Commissioner for Refugees 


called for an international police 
force to separate the refugees. 
The United Nations said no. 

“We’ve tried to say from the 
beginning that some of these 
people are not really refugees." 
said refugee agency spokesman 
Paul Strombetg. "People knew 
that was going to be a problem." 

Barton, of the World Food 
Program, said Her organization, 
knowing of the problems of food 
distribution, tried Lo give food 
directly lo families, bypassing 
militant camp leaders. The 
agency also tried to offer food 
from within Rwanda to try to 
lure refugees home. 

Since the summer of 1994. the 
World Food Program generally 
has provided between S.iXX) and 
9,000 tons of food per month to 
the camps. 

Barton said separating the ref¬ 
ugees was impossible because 
"if the (Hutu militiameni aren't 


nearing uniforms, how can you 
even know who they are? And 
you have lo remember that a lot 
of people in these camps were 
women and children." 

Bolton, of Doctors Without 
Borders, said the brazenness of 
the Hutu extremists compelled 
her organization to act. The 
Hums did training exercises in 
the open. They set up a prison in 
one camp, where they held dissi¬ 
dent refugees and others who 
opposed them. They killed 
patients in camp huspilals. 

The spokeswoman said that in the 
end. many of the 100-plus organiza¬ 
tions saved in the camps because 
the Rwandan crisis filled their 
coffers. 

E\ erybodv made a lot of money 
nut of Goma." she said. ”\Ve woe 
on TV all the lime. People were giv¬ 
ing us a lot of money. It was a good 
fund-raiser to suy you were working 
in Goma." ■ 


Canadian economy 
poised for growth; 
jobless rate lags 


By Craig Turner 

LA Times- WasJiwglon Post 
News Service 

TORONTO—Thanks to three years of gov¬ 
ernment austerity, a tough anti-inflation 
stance by the central bank and a boom in 
trade with the United States, the Canadian 
economy, which not long ago was derided 
by international investors as similar to that 
of a banana republic, may be poised for a 
long-awaited breakthrough. 

A variety of recent economic indicators 
point dial way. Government deficits have 
dropped dramati¬ 

cally; mortgage 

and short-term Optimistic fo 

interest rates hit r , . . 

their Lowest levels geSt a ITS€ 2/1 
in nearly 40 years; j UK * arftunL 

inflation as meas- J UAl Urouru. 

ured by the consu- EcOtlOTTUSt St 

mer price index is __ 

hovering at 1.5 per- example, SOX 

cent annually: the could drop < 

trade surplus is _ y 

expected to exceed CutilOUgtl fli 

last year's record rrvntinn to n 

$20.9 billion, and Creation lO n 

the Canadian dollar 19 

has strengthened 
against world 
currencies. 

“The signs we're seeing arc the leading 
edge of a very strong growth performance at 
the end of this year and going into next 
year," said William Robson, an analyst at the 
C.D. Howe institute, a Toronto think tank. 
That echoes conclusions of other econo¬ 
mists. such as Paul Summerville of RBC 
Dominion Securities. In a recent newsletter, 
Summerville predicted “an extended period 
of out-performance, probably until the end 
of the decade." 

The International Monetary Fund also has 
joined in. Forecasting 3.2 percent growth 
next year in Canada, the highest among the 
Group of Seven major economies. 

Indeed the good news seems to turn up 
every place except where it would be wel¬ 
come most: the Canadian job market. About 
one in 10 Canadian workers remains out of a 
job. an unemployment rate nearly twice as 
high as in the United States. Not surpris¬ 
ingly. consumer confidence remains 
depressed and Canadian retailers arc bracing 


Optimistic forecasters sug¬ 
gest a rise in employment is 
just around the comer . 
Economist Summerville, for 
example, said joblessness 
could drop by mid-1997, 
although he expects job 
creation to really be felt in 
1998 . 


themselves for another bleak holiday season, 
a December phenomenon here that has 
become almost as predictable as snow. 

Frustrated by what it called "the longest 
stretch of unemployment above nine percent 
since the Great Depression," the Canadian 
Labor Congress this month urged Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien to abandon his strict 
deficit-reduction strategy in favor ol direct 
government job programs. 

"After six years of high unemployment, it 
should occur to this government that waiting 
for the market to create jobs isn’t working, 
said Congress President Bob White. 

Meanwhile._ those 

mmmmmmemmmmmmm to the right of Chre- 

*casters sug- licI ?' s „ ccmrisI t Lih_ 

cral Panv arc clam- 
nployment is oring for a general 

he comer. Chrclk .„ 

imerville. for and Finance Minis- 

. , , ter Paul Martin have 

joblessness held to their pro- 

i wnfrJ 7007 gram of gradual def- 

mui-l yy/, f cjl Delian mainly 

expects job through spending 

, 77 .. U „ ■ . cutbacks. The Liher- 

lly be jell III a j h have backed eon- 

troversial decreases 
m in support for 
national health care, 
unemployment benefits and the arts. Simi¬ 
larly. nine of the country's 10 provinces—all 
except British Columbia—have erased their 
deficit or are on target to eliminate it. 

This has eroded the biggest source of 
skepticism about Canada in the world invest¬ 
ment community—the persistent inability of 
previous governments to spend less than 
they took in. 

Optimistic forecasters suggest a rise in 
employment is just around the comer. Econ¬ 
omist Summerville, for example, said job¬ 
lessness could drop by mid-1997. although 
he expects job creation to really be fell in 
1998. 

Summerville argued that Canada is strag¬ 
gling through a fundamental economic 
restructuring, shifting focus from personal 
and government consumption to investment 
and world trade. As evidence, he noted that 
exports as n share of gross domestic product 
hove risen from 28 percent to 42 percent in 
the last six years. More than 80 percent of 
that trade is with the United Stales. ■ 
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Presents its best wishes to 
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King Hussein 
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Jordan Industrial 
Estates 

Presents its best wishes to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

_on his birthday_ 






Jordan Phosphate 
Mines 

Presents its best wishes to His 
Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday . 
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Jordan Electric ,'SRSf? 
Shareholding Co. 

Presents its best wishes to His 
Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday 
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Presents its best wishes to His 
Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday 
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Jordan Petroleum 
Co. 

Presents its best wishes to His 
Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday 



Jordan Exports 1 - 
Development 
Corporation 4 

Presents its best wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday 
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Presents its best wishes to His 
Majesty 

King Hussein 

on his birthday 
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to 

His Majesty 
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to 
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King Hussein 

on his birthday 
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Einstein's 
private letters 
on auction 

• A unique collection of 
private letters from the cen¬ 
tury's greatest mind. Albert 
Einstein, will go on auction 
at Christie's New York on 
25 November. The letters 
were found in a Los 
Angeles bank vault in I9S6 
and arc the propem of the 
Einstein Famih Correspon¬ 
dence Trust. They are being 
sold in order to "benefit the 




Basma Asfur 

Paris in eyes of Jordanian photographer 


By Anca De Maio 

Special to The Star 

F our years ago Basma Asfur had the 
inspiration to photograph the streets of 
Paris. What made her look at things 
with an aesthetic eye was the multitude 
of new facets provided by everyday life in this 
unique urban universe. "1 found the posters on 
the walls of buildings particularly beautiful and 
potentially "artistic." she declares. "They adorn 
the city in a very original way and change its 
looks constantly." The outcome of Asfur’s vis¬ 
ual experience is her photography exhibition 
Doubles Regards which is currently displayed at 
the French Cultural Center. 

It is in the lifestyle and spirit of Paris that 
Asfur found the inspiration to approach fine-art 
photography. Light-sensitive emulsions were the 
medium for her'anistic expression. She decided 
to study photography and leam all the tech¬ 
niques that could enable her to define her own 
visual language. The history of art was the com¬ 
plement she found necessary for her new forma¬ 
tion. (Before moving to France 12 years ago she 
was involved in science as a bio-chemisu. 


J 



Her option for humanistic photography was 
clear from the beginning. “I’ve never liked stu¬ 
dio work or portraits,” she points out. “what has 
always concerned me was simply dealing with 
real fife in an artistic way.” 

“I love going out in the street and observe 
what is going on. look for things that mighi 
interest me. contemplate the setting and view all 
possible compositions from different angles and 
at various moments of the day. If 1 like a place I 
return to it.” she said. 

Asfur adds that “it takes time to lake a pic¬ 
ture. on the one hand because 1 employ sunlight 
as a flash, and on the other because, when all 
aspects are calculated. I have to wait for the 
moving uncontrollable element of my construc¬ 
tions—at is the people. It's the most exciting 
and mysterious part of my image-making, it is 
always a great surprise to see who wifi pass 
before the lens.” 

The Doubles Regards solo exhibition is the 
result of Asfur's four-year work revealing an 
intimate glimpse of everyday life in Paris'Her 
collection of 62 black-and-wh ire photographs is 
a tempting invitation to a virtual autumn walk in 
the streets of the French capital. 

, Carpeted with maple leaves. 

I the exhibition hall is the privi¬ 
leged place where the visitor is 
magically turned into an anony¬ 
mous Paris passers-by. Wasted 
metro tickets, a recent phone 
card, a Pariscope weekly 
memento, the artists' own iden¬ 
tity card and photo 3genda are 
set at one's disposal as undenia¬ 
ble evidence of a rea I 
experience. 

There is no such thing as mak¬ 
ing a sight-seeing tour. It is 
rather an adventure into the arbi¬ 
trary immediacy of life itself. 
Asfur aesthetics reject elitism of 
any kind. Even the photos enti¬ 
tled Tour Eiffel or Pyramide du 
Louvre advocate the insignifi¬ 
cant versus the famous, the frag¬ 


ment against the whole. Accredited val- 
ues are'reduced to their names, whereas 
the coexisting banaJ detail is pushed to • 
the fore and converted into the protago¬ 
nist of the picture. It is not the so much , 
photographed Eiffel Tower that counts in 
any of the three images wearing iLs 
name. First, a touristic bus and a spray- * 
ing water jet. a window frame and a 
building site appear in the picture against ■ 
the blurred outline of the tower tor of ‘ 
pan of it) in a fresh and seemingly • 
unstructured way as if in a random spon¬ 
taneous “snapshot." 

The humble subject-matter, be it cither • 
a garbage bin. a phone booth, a broken 
window, a graffiti on a wall or ;» snorts 
ground, a coffee shop table, a metro su- : 
lion, a vacant beach, a bus: these acquire f 
artistic meaning within the composition \ 
it belongs to. 

"Balance - is a compositional key term i 
of Asfur's photography. "\ never forget j 
one comer of the picture.” she said. Most J 
of her photos are geometrically balanced. 

She basically applies the sober pattern of : 
the square as in the Tennis player at 1 
BeangrencUe and Graffiti X. Louvre / . 
has an evident triangle-structured inter- - 
na! organization that harmoniously com¬ 
bines the image of the small gla>s ptramkl. the 
comer of the 'fountain and the reflection ol the 
pyramid on the surface of the water. 

The irregular element that does not abide by 
any geometric rules is generally expressed by 
cuned lines. Thanks to its presence, the inter¬ 
vening of different levels and registers becomes 
more complex and the final ‘puzzle’ even more 
exciting. 

As an expression of her ancestral taste for cal¬ 
ligraphy. Asfur's camera enhances the beauty i f 
the winding line of graffities or any other form 
that resembles writing (wrought iron ornaments, 
light effects, etc). An example of masterful 
superposition, the Caroussel du Urn-tv l nuko 
a mysterious allusion to cuneiform w riting. 

Chronologically, the evolution.ol Asfur’s an 



shows j shift from reflected, indirect and dis¬ 
creet images i 1993-1994) to a very clear, realis¬ 
tic and "straight' ones 11996-1996). 'The ten¬ 
dency is to remove the surplus and to reduce the 
picture to as little as the simple real thing and its 
extra meaning." she expljins. The balance 
between feeling and reason, just like in the 
French Baroque music that she adores, is to be 
preserved in her future work. 

The present exhibition marks a turning point 
in her artistic trajectory and life itinerary. Mov¬ 
ing from Paris to Beirut. Asfur has just closed a 
chapter and is opening a new one. "Every city is 
unique and has a soul of its own. I’m eager to 
walk in the streets of Beirut and see what is 
coins on there.” So next exhibition—Beirut”! ■ 


A night of Polish music at RCC 


By Star Staff Writer 

O ne can call the Polish musical evening 
that was held at the Royal Cultural Cen¬ 
ter last Thursday as truly enchanting. On 
the occasion of the Independence Day of 
Poland, the Polish Embassy in Amman, in coopera¬ 
tion with Freddy For Music staged what can only 
be described as a musical extravaganza. 

The audience was introduced to a breathtaking 
event, starting with the musical masterpieces of 
Frederick Chopin, to opera and Finally to the clar¬ 
inet What was interesting was that most of the 
pieces were played by local talent. Oksana Mus- 
leh played the piano while Svetlana Koppavina 
sang opera. Romuald Goiebiowski was especially, 
flown in from Poland to delight the audience with 
the clarinet. 

Mrs Musleh guide them through a wonderful 
journey of the great pieces of the 19th century 
musician Chopin. These were like the rest of the 
evening of short arias. 

Again we were introduced in such a short time 
to the vast breadth of the music of Chopin. The 
mellow, easygoing classical tunes were accompa¬ 
nied by the quick running notes of the piano, 
almost taken us into a musical gala of extraordi¬ 
nary proportion. Mrs Musleh. who is a musical 
teacher at Freddy captured the event so well, that it 
almost brought the audience into another time 
dimension. 

The second pan of the concert was devoted to 


the opera of Stanislaw 
Moniuszko. Bom in 
1SI9. he came to be 
considered as an out¬ 
standing composer and 
on par with major 
European composers of 
the 19 century. 

Mrs Koppavina 
Telived his opera in 
the most beautiful 
way giving a touch 
that is so rare in 
Amman to see. Mary 
Dawoud introduced 
each operatic arias 
explaining what 
exactly they were 
about. 

The Finale to the 
evening was provided 
by Goiebiowski play¬ 
ing the clarinet. This 
is indeed a rare treat. 

Clarinet players are 
missed despite the 

fact that their music displays a lot of talent and 
showmanship. It gave a musical journey the 
necessary diversity that is so characteristic of 
Polish music. 

All three players displayed excessive profes¬ 
sionalism having studied the art of music. Kop- 





pavina have studied in Russia at the country's 
most prestigious musical institutions and previ¬ 
ously taught at the National Music Conserva¬ 
tory and the University of Jordan. 

Goiebiowski teaches music at the Warsaw 
Conservatory.! 


Rumors 

By Fawzi ShaJabi 

Every question has an answer 
one. two, three or even four 
no secret’s been any more 
you can face it without despair 
rumors spreading like the cancer 
like the fire in heaps of hay 
everybody has the desire,, 
to listen and desire to say 
keep an ear and a tongue spare., 
for the unceasing talk machine 
people are rings of a long chain 
each ear is tailed by a tongue 
A head to tail, A head to taiL 
Put these things in a boat to sail 
in an ocean of a fake tale 
' and be a creator Sinbad 
try not always to become sure 
add an event to the story 
does it a sand affect to shore ? 

A drop of waterflood a sea? 

Ru mor is a war of scandal 
that gives birth to the war of wars 
never has it scored a final 
till tongues and ears have been 
seen 

thrown on the street and outside 
doors. 

Rumor is like a Neutron bomb 
Penetrates fences doors and walls 
Sparing every thing to the life 
But the human life rumor calls. 


Ibex Nubiana released into 
A1 Mujib Wildlife Reserve 


AMMAN (Star)—The Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature (RSCN) is re-/ 
leasing the Nubian ibex Capra ibex Nubia¬ 
ns into the Mujib Wildlife Reserve. The 
project was launched last October at the on¬ 
set of the ibex rotting (breeding) season. 

The Nubian ibex is a stocky build caprid 
(1.10- 1.42cm) with conspicuous black and 
white markings on the legs strongly con¬ 
trasting with the white parches on knees 
and above the hooves. Its general coat color 
is sandy rufous fawn which contrasts with 
the white on thighs, hindquarters, belly and 
chest, and the back of front/hind legs. 

Significant sex differences exist between 
the male and female. Adult males are twice 
as large as females and weigh 50-SGkg and 
have a darker pelage than females. In addi¬ 
tion. males have thick set, curved and 
prominently ridged horns(38-52cm). 

The Capra ibex Nubiana occurs in a va¬ 
riety of habitats ranging from low altitude 
dissected escarpments with annual precipi¬ 
tation not more than 50mm to forested 
mountains up to 2600m above sea level and 
high annual rainfall (350mm) in Asir. Sau- 
dia Arabia. 

The main natural predator of the Nubian 
ibex is the leopard, who is also closely as¬ 
sociated with mountain habitats. Wolves 
may prey on ibex kids and sickly individu¬ 
als. whereas hyena have also been known to 


take the occasional ibex. 

Animal feed rations and water are pro¬ 
vided to ensure that the ibex that returns 
to the enclosure have adequate food sup¬ 
plies. It is hoped That the captive-raised 
ibex will quickly leam to feed on natural 
vegetation and follow their relatives to 
their resting sites and breeding grounds. 

A surrey sponsored by the RSCN in 
Mujib Wildlife Reserve found some 70- 
100 wild ibex presently inhabit the re¬ 
serve. They are restricted to the impene¬ 
trable rugged sandstone massifs, which 
provide security against predators and 
man. The population has ton extensively 
hunted in recent decades and the Mujib 
population has suffered similarly. Other 
threats to the wild ibex are habitat de¬ 
struction and competition over food by 
Livestock. 

The main issue in the project was 
whether to supplement the existing wild 
ibex population in Mujib Wildlife Re¬ 
serve with captive-bora individuals or re¬ 
lease them at sites that were historically 
occupied by ibex. 

The second alternative, to reintroduce 
ibex on sites within their historical range 
requires creating infrastructure. 

RSCN is focussing its limited resources 
on protecting core populations in its re¬ 
serves and thus the Conservation Com- 
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minee opted for the restocking in Mujib. 

The ibex received vaccinations and was 
equipped with radio-collars. These are 
transminers emitting a radio frequency 
signal that can be picked up with highly 
advanced receiver equipment (telemetry J. 
This technique allows researchers to lo¬ 
cate the ibex after release and monitor 
their movements. ■ 


A novelist and artist at DaratAl Funun 

AMMAN (Star)—Darat AI rZ"~ 

Funun is hosting the famous 
novalists Abd AI Rahman 

Munif next Sunday. He is HE; "-3p 

signing his latest book The . 

Journey of Ufc and Art. ~ 

Munif will also he partici- ' "'***■"« 

paling in the opening of the F 

retrospective exhibition by v 

the Syrian artist Marwan | H*§§fc. 

Kassab-Bachi. The exhibi- 

Funun in cooperation with 

Attasi Gallery in Damascus. It will run until 10 December. ■ 


bian Horse Club, first left at 
the top of the hill. Friday 15 
November from 11 am on¬ 
wards. Tel: 664805 

Films 

■ Lc Chat at the French 
Cultural Center, 1 8 No¬ 
vember at 8:30 pm. 

■ Return to Tresure Island 
at the British Council. 19 
November at 5:00 pm. 

Fairs 

■ University Fair by AMI- 
DEAST at the Marriott Ho¬ 
tel. Ai Waha Ballroom, 16 
November from 5-8 pm. Or¬ 
ganized by Linden Educa¬ 
tional Services. 


Exhibitions 

■ Timeless Weaving and 
New Creations, running at 
the Jordan Crafts Devel¬ 
opment Center tAl Aydi). 

■ Hand and Hammer, at 
Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine Arts, continues tin 
30 November. 

M Doubles Regards by Bas¬ 
ma Asfour. aL the French 
Cultural Center, continues 
till 28 November. 

■ Exhibition and Sale of 
lithographs, old maps and 
postcards and photographs 
on Jerusalem. Chinese 
paintings, at Um El Kun- 
dum, right off the Airport 
highway on the way to Ara- 


ccRji'PPoe r 

By Bilal Hijjawi 

Fighting Gershwin on 
the Potomac 

WASHINGTON—As 1 sip on this delicate Cabernet Sau- 
■vignon. my head turns slowly scanning this magnificent 
condominium and its dark hardwood floor in Washington, 
DC. Indeed, the wine enhances the taste of the sharp Ched¬ 
dar working my taste buds. 1 decided too that tonight seems 
perfect for savoring a taste of my long-lost peaceful moods. 

After two weeks of a hectic search for the right apart¬ 
ment, I end up in this Woodley Park Zoo neighborhood. 
Now. don’t read me wrong, the area has much more than the 
zoo. It has this avant-garde feel against a scattered array of 
old art-deco buildings. This whole town is perched inside 
deep woods too; balancing its DC location and flavor with 
that of the greater suburbia of neighboring Virginia- 
On my street, cafes are lined next to each other creating a 
relaxed Euro-American atmosphere. They offer a multitude 
of authentic cuisines, served with owners’ distinctive smiles 
that tell stories of struggle by America's immigrants. 1 
always feel this special joy when dinning under the nose of 
immigrant restaurant owners in the US. 

Woodley is a true park area. It precisely fits the mood of 
the time and space of this long business trip. How could it- 
be otherwise; the place resembles an expressionist's land¬ 
scape. imbued with rustic and green pastels. The surround¬ 
ing multi-colored leaves indeed recreate the amazing old red 
brick structures into such a romantic painting. 

I’m relaxing now next to this antique rosewood table that 
comes with this furnished apartment, and Gershwin's tunes 
resonates in the background. The company of this guy’s 
music adds flesh to what otherwise would have been a skele¬ 
tal afternoon devoid of imagination. Hail classical music. I 
think. 

Not a worry' registers on my mind. My long overdue 
sense of ease during this journey away from home is abso¬ 
lutely well-deserved. It follows from a frantic month of 
working extended hours while getting oriented with the sys¬ 
tem again. 

My otherwise emotionally charged evening has some how 
turned serene. 1 won't even think of why this mood has 
finally settled in. Disturbing the waters of my emotional 
pond now would be an anathema, 1 think. 

In fact, gening me started on the ocean of anomalies sep¬ 
arating us from accomplishing what Americans practise eve¬ 
ryday ^as a matter of daily facts will tie me up in a sailor’s 
knot. 

So be il 1 instruct myself; and assuredly so, 1 toss the 
very thought down my mental wasteland. As the tips of the 
pianist masterly combine the ivory and ebony keys into the 
famous Gershwin successions, my emotional files pull 
together into a relaxed mode again. 

It has been raining for two days; nature outside feels clean 
and healthy. 1 walk to the window and gaze into the darken¬ 
ing sky; the clouds together roll fast above, after their tears 
had ceased finally. Now would be a perfect time to go for a 
stroll. But I have no real intentions of doing so. I'm content 
with the lingering pine scents that have been shaken out by 
the recent stormy weather. They're rare emotions that come 
into play with the swift change of season. It's sad how most 
of us are blind to the silent narrative of nature. We are awak¬ 
ened only by nature's serious revulsions: when it battles our 
crowding creations. 

It's the second Friday of November, and what a day it has 
been. A perfect finale to a nerve-racking US presidential 
race. An event of Olympic magnitude. Clinton has dashed to 
the widely foretold victory. Hail democrats around the 
world! 

Abruptly, Gershwin’s piano tunes, pick up pace. Climb¬ 
ing up the decibel scale fast, they tell me to relax my mind 
muscles. 

A little drop below my window line, the last episode of 
the street’s rush seems to have died away now. You can see 
that people arc arriving home after a long week of work. In 
the building across from my window, 1 see a couple in a 
relaxed setting watching television. In imitation. I too move 
lo switch the noisy box on. 

Clinton comes alive with his ever-painted smile and gray¬ 
ish hairline shinning from the White House lobby. He’s 
again fielding the never-ending stream of questions from a 
hoard of noisy reporters. The re-elected President exudes 
confidence and tries to calm fears about his second tenure in 
office. 

A reporter obligates, “Mr President did you know that no 
one has done well in a second term since....:...'’ The reporter 
gets a few laughs from the crowd, while Clinton moves to 
answer. He says a book he’s reading is on this very subject. 
You think, was that an answer, or what? Such a question 
deserves such an answer, perhaps. I’m in no news-receptive 
mood now: and surely enough. I move to switch the box off 
for the night. 1 allow the classical tunes into my room again. 

It must be a Gershwin special this evening. American clas¬ 
sics would be perfect to cap two years of an elections 
season. 

I pan my head towards the fairytale-size tree brushing 
against my window, saluting my rare moments of serenity. 

In the background, wind-instruments, a piano and various 
strings hammer down their notes wearisomely, as if each 
was trying to win territory over the other. 

Violins suddenly rise and wedge their way into the virtu¬ 
oso’s magical piano succession, fn their unified rhythm, 
these beautiful string instruments steal away the show. But 
not for long, as they get flanked by a formation of clarinets 
that move in gradually and take the higher ground. A few 
clarinet moments later the piano makes a comeback with the 
grand unbeatable sound of base keys, thus driving the clari¬ 
nets to retreat. 

Positions alternate and cannot be held for long durations, 
as the solo performance by the pianist lasts only a few sec¬ 
onds before the whole orchestra ascends again. 

This time it’s real politick as instruments seem to play 
together in great harmony. I wish that the thunderings of 
each has lost to this magical harmony.. Alas it doesn’t; 
Gershwin’s finale is dominated by a resurgent attack by 
clarinets that blow together silencing the rest Gershwin 
sings this battle off without a peaceful resolve. 

Music never made any political sense to me until today. I 
think we should color our politics with a good musical 
sense. I look at that empty wine glass on the table, and won¬ 
der if its previous contents have had much effect on my 
peaceful tendencies. ■ 



’Well, time for our weekly brain-stem-storming 
__ session.” 
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Reforming the UN? Think private! 
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HEN BOlTKos BOUTROS-Chali 
became secrefctry-general of the 
United Nations five vean ago, hr 
was a stop-gap for whom no one 
felt any great enthusiasm. He was 
too old (C9, non' 74) and fou 
tveddrd (■> die old Third World, 
s&itisc rlieturic. 

Boutros-Ghali did, howev- 



rom 


3 *raniic ef- meet most of the bizarre cri- 
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Iciia demanded by the UN's heterogc- 
ik'oiis and squabbling membership. 
The clincher was, of course, that he 
promised nut to seek a second term. 

Now, the lure of office is so jsower- 
ful dial Boo-Boo is on the stump, 
tiiimding up support for a second 
icrni—much to the chagrin of die US. 

Although dicy have a pretty solid 
case for canning Boutros-Ghali, the 
Amci icans don't help themselves by aj>- 
jieaiingto dance to the tune set by Con¬ 
gressional know-nothings, like Sena tor 

>nd“sueTni^ f.PP« r “ 

*1 above. aiicrdK,,^ subscribe to die "black helicopter" 
j perfect time io m, v °**diplomacy. (Far right groups, 

*' J “ ' ‘ and Web chat sites, allege die UN runs 

a fleet of black helicopters to ferry 
Boutros-Ghali and his cronies around 
die world.) And, of course, the US 
plays into its critics’ hands by refusing 
10 pony up its share (over 50 percent) 
nf die UN’s US$2.S billion arrears— 
inosdy for peace-keeping projects of 
which Washington heartily approves. 
All diat is old hat. The real problem 
:s. pick uppEc 0:.' ’» dwu while practically everyone accepts 
e!l me to rein m> r: {fiat die UN is in crisis, nobody is pre- 

. , , . pared to see this crisis as an opportunity 

line, the Istqnwfcf . i r », ut t? 

jv j\ pi'ii Vwtvnr lor radical qhapge. Not even Helms. For 

a long w «k ■») utrt to instant*, Ids recent Foreign Affairs piece 
ov.. I >ee j ioufk m 1 takes die basic UN mandate as given: he 
In imiuim 1 1 » m-. dunks (a) drat the US lias to pick up 

, . . too much of die tab; (b) that it has too lit- 

■■ painted ‘.nukjnlffr; , . „ , . , , - • • 

hisc Hou« lotto Hi tic influence (particularly vis-a-vis m- 

,jm of 4ue>iion> iwa significant klcpiocrades that Helms can- 
leaed Fresidem tut not find on a map;); (c) diat successive 
boui hi? second ttnoit 1 secretary-generals liave been allowed to 
.. indulge in too mucii empire building: 
Mni-c^ ’ U Theniwr ar »d (d) data smaller UN would be a bet- 
i h, ie Clinton iw« t ter UN. By and large, he is right, and Joe 
a is vn tins *^0 Connor, the former Price Waterhouse 
tth. 11 " Such j partner that US President Bill Clinton 
ni in to r parachuted into die UN to sort opt its fi- 

n Vinii.' m> 'Otices has done a tolerable job oFstart- 

'nenms:. Amcnan^ ing die “downsizing'”process. But much 
) vejrs of an cleco* more needs to be done. 

tm ^ c Everyone has his own &vorite tales of 


-d evening ^ 
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v Ulc->I« lra , JJN venality and incompetence. I, ft»r in- 
know one UN staffer who 


vv can 
3iher 


Z'7p£*'*‘. muaSt * now one 

sotndv- 11 & annuged a busy schedule oftrips to Brazil 
^ so that she could get cut price cosmcdc 
their wa>suigeiy. And anyone wlio lias ever dealt 
n their ttiili some of the peripheral UN agencies 

el ^ ^" ms dial the Secretariat In New York 
/’- r crouwl K ^ u mu even the worst fxtrt ofan edifice that 
" T .■Qiiifhadi*' is ripe Fora massive shake-ouL 
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Bui what sort of shake-out? 

At present, die UN is an organiza¬ 
tion of 185 nation-states devoted, os¬ 
tensibly, to improving the lot of 
mankind by facilitating intcr-govern- 
mentai cooperation. And that is the 
way most reformers want it to stay. For 
SiHUiSHrii. i_ instance die Ford Foundation, 
r/io.v j n a reccnl rc j,„ rl 0 f stunning 

banality on the UN in its sec¬ 
ond half-century, began witii 
the premise diat ’’the UN of the next 
century (will) remain an organization 
of nation-states responding to its mem¬ 
bers” concerns and needs." But 
should it? And will it? 

Earlier this year. UNDP adminis¬ 
trator Gus Spaeth was quoted as say¬ 
ing diat, “Today, die net worth of the 
world's 35S richest people is equal to 
the combined income of the poorest 
45 percent of die world's population." 
Predictably, he saw this as evidence 
that capitalism has failed. A much 
more reasonable conclusion is diat the 
nation-state has failed or, that for more 
than half the world, it is no longer a 
significant international actor. 

The UN of today is built on a lie, the 
lie being diat nadon-states retain a mo¬ 
nopoly role as international actors. But 
how can diat be when there arc individ¬ 
ual players on Wall Street with a net 
worth bigger Uian some UN members? 
Wlien die average company listed on die 
New York Stock Exchange has a capi¬ 
talization bigger dian the GNP of many 
African states? 

Who are the real international actors 
today? This is the key question that 
prospective reformers of the UN sys¬ 
tem have completely failed to address. 
Who takes the key decisions these 
days? Is it the government of 
Togo? Or Microsoft? Yemen 
or Sony? Nauru or » 
Netscape? New Delhi or ? 

Tata? f 

If the current prob- j >} ) ^f'y f 
leins of the UN, crystal- * f ■}' 

h'zed by the debate L 
over die succession to , 

Boutros-Gahli, arc to \ 
produce reform, let it 
be real reform.gencr- 
adng a structure diat ' 
has genuine relevance 
for the world we live 
in. And. incidentally, a 
reform that puts die UN \ ""H . ' 

on a secure financial foot- 
ing as well. 

What should diis struc¬ 
ture look like? That depends •" 
on wiiat wc want the UN to do. 

What I think die UN ought to con¬ 
centrate on is: 

► Encouraging inteniational coopera- 


tion, with a view to improving living 
standards fur die jmor 
► Preserving peace. 

The latter is particularly tricky since 
the major military jKiwcrs (notably die 
US) arc reluciam to have some Iraqi 
general in a blue hat tell their boys what 
to do. Aud there is a very fine line (the 
location of which no one has agreed 
on) between maintaining peace and en¬ 
forcing it; no one, at the moment, is 
keen on using the UN in the second 
role. 

Bodi goals also depend on who we 
see as significant actors. 

I Jke it or not, nation-states do count 
at some level. My su gg estion would be, 
dierefore, diat all national governments 
should he represented in some UN fo¬ 
rum; call it die General Assembly, if you 
like, for old time’s sake. I am also inclined 
u> think dial membership of diis body 
should he mandatory, universal and free. 

There should, however, also be an- 
odier dumber for national govenuuems 
where economic clout counts. Call it die 
Security Council, and limit members! lip 
to no more dian 25 states. Here, mem¬ 
bership would be voluntary—and ex¬ 
pensive. My -suggesuon is that govern¬ 
ments who wanted a say would bus* votes 
in the Security Council by contributing 
to UN finances, (fa country wanted a big¬ 
ger say in how die Council voted, it 
would just have to put its money where 
its mouth was. What I envisage is a sort 
of annual auction: members of the Gcn- 
► THINK PRIVATE! PAGE 2 
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Africans ask, “Why make a bad thing worse?” 

NGO model offers 
more hope than born- 
again corporation 








By Peter Da Costa 

t’s difficult for .Africans to conceh’e 
of a privatized United Nations. For 
most ofdiem.affected in some way by 
chil wars, natural disasters, pestilence 
and breakdowns in governance, the 
UN is the ultimate humanitarian do- 
gooder—which is die exact opposite 
of the way they view 
private corporations. 

As it is, an increasing 
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HARARE number of Africans see 

the UN, its governing 
bodies dominated by Northern powers, 
as beholden to the industrialized nations. 
They fear that if a reformed UN is tied to 
somediing like a corporate charter, it 
would then operate in similar ways to 
profit-driven multi nationals (such as Shell 
in Nigpria) whose activities are not seen to 
be environment—or people—friendly. 

While generally opposed to a priva¬ 
tized UN, there are Africans who believe 
il should be reformed—perliaps along 
the lines ofa non-governmental organi¬ 
zation. NGOs already perform many of 
the functions that Africans tend to asso¬ 
ciate with die UN; mediation and peace¬ 
keeping. food aid. health and develop¬ 
ment-related programs, family planning 
and technical assistance to governments. 

Student journalist Morris Tendayi 
Nyakudva argues diat the UN a)ready- 
works mainly to promote die interests 
of the North in “creating a conducive 
environment for the global expansion 
of capitalism and liberal democracy— 
Northern concepts from which the 
North enjoys increasing returns.*' 

In view of die fact the economies of 


Africa are already indebted to the North, 
and given .Africa’s relative non-existence 
in terms of global economic perfor¬ 
mance, a reformed UN that is a born- 
again corporation becomes more and 
more unattractive. 

‘■Jl is not even conceivable,’’ says Dr. 
Tayo Fashoyin, Director and Senior 
Technical Adviser of the UN Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organisation’s ARLAC 
(African Regional Labour Administra¬ 
tion Centre). U just [lookat] the functions 
that the UN performs, such as peace¬ 
keeping which has been a very significant 
part of the UN in the last decade. I m ean 
how do you privatize an army?” 

How does one put a price, for exam¬ 
ple, on so King an internal conflict, or bet¬ 
ter stilt, an inter-state conflict such as the 
one looming between Nigeria and 
Cameroon over Bakassi? Would a cor¬ 
poration have the moral authority to 
judge who is violating whose human 
rights and, with the consent of all parties, 
mete out punishment accordingly? Or 
would there be an element of coercion? 

How would such a UN operate in 
peacekeeping situations? “The worst 
case is Somalia; they do not even have 
a government. If you help put them¬ 
selves on their feet, when <jo you expect 
diem to pay?”, asks Fashoyin. 

Privatization of the various technical 
agencies of die UN system would, de¬ 
pending on the agency in question, have 
a wide variety of effects. In Africa—with 
African governments as its shareholders 
as well as its clients—the cost of provid¬ 
ing services would logically be passed on 
► BORN-AGAIN PAGE 2 
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Trip to the future reveals lean—and mean—UN 


A double portion of crispy onion rings, 51,900 
pink slips and other benefits of privatization 


By Daniel Samper 

W E found the new president of 
the United Nations* 35-year old 
Bill MacGeorge at his office in 
Portugal. It's located inside an 
old pier-side warehouse that 
houses 40 employees attired in 
green ties and orange blazers. Miniskirts 
are prohibited, as are long hair, beards 
and mustaches. Smoking is only per¬ 
mitted in the restrooms. MacGeorge 

„ was appointed to the 

REPORTING _ , Kr , , , r ,. 

” post by the bosurd ot di - 

mffm rectors at Walt Disney 

SSmOSslU Corporation, the US- 

based firm which of¬ 
fered the highest bid at the auction to 
privatize the international organization. 

MacGeorge is a graduate of the 
Harvard Business School, and until 
eight days ago headed Disney Mao. 
the theme park in Beijing which 
opened last year. Previously he had 
been director of marketing at a cos¬ 
metics company. 


Q-Are you worried about the responsi¬ 
bilities of your new post? 

A-Absolutelv not. This is a com¬ 
mercial operation like any other. In two 
years we will have a balanced budget, 
and in three the UN will turn a profit. 


Q-lt’s exactly that focus on financial 
gain which has evoked such strong criti¬ 
cism from Somalia. 

A-I don’t know who she is, and I 
don't care what she thinks. What I do 
know is that I was brought to this or¬ 
ganization to make it function effi¬ 
ciently. with a sense of fiscal conser¬ 
vatism and an eye towards economic 
prosperity. And we will succeed. 


Q-What measures have you taken so 
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Sales executives for a new, privatized United Nations work to keep the peace while enlarging market share 


far towards those goals? 

A-The first was to sell the build¬ 
ings in New York and to install our¬ 
selves in these old piers. Portugal is a 
relatively inexpensive country. We ne¬ 
gotiated a good tax exemption with 
the government and are currently re¬ 
modeling the building. 


authorize the use of the UN name and 
McDonald’s pays us a royalty for every 
product it sells with our logo. They are 
preparing a basket with a Dag Ham- 
marskjold Hamburger, a coke, and 
French fries for onlv US$2.99. 


Q-We see fewer people around... 

A-Of course. Before privatization, 
the UN and its organisms employed 
close to 52,000 people around the 
world. It was outrageous! We reduced 
the staff to a handful of efficient 
youths. The other 51,960 were sur¬ 
plus bureaucracy. 


Q-These foods are for people in the 
Third World, without a penny to spare... 

A-We’ve thought ofeverything: we’ll 
create a credit card, UNCredit, for 
those without liquid money.The annu¬ 
al fee will be low... initially, at least. 


Q-Doyou think the UN can carry out all 
of Its programs with only 40 employees? 

A-You are only seeing the central 
administration, which will be in 
charge of finances, marketing and con¬ 
cession licenses. The other functions 
will be out-sourced. We have conces¬ 
sionaires who will be in charge of 
those programs. 


Q-And how much does this out-sourc¬ 
ing cost the UN? 

A-Hai Cost us? Nothing, of course. 
They pay us to obtain the license. For 
example, McDonald's won the auction 
for the World Nutrition Program. We 


Q-The problem is that there are mil¬ 
lions of people in developing countries 
who couldn’t even afford a low annual fee. 

A-I am sorry for them. We are not 
here to offer charity. Our business is to 
reach them first and at the lowest costs 
possible. Do you know that the Red 
Cross, which was acquired by Nesde 
(traffic in Swiss relations, you know), 
offers lunches with milk and cookies 
for $3.49.There’s no comparison with 
the .Dag Hammarskjold Hamburger 
which has a double portion of crispy 
onion rings. 


cost of peace keeping operations 
climbed to US$2,700 million. And, 
clearly, since nations and factions went to 
war knowing that mother UN paid the 
bi0, they were all happy to fight Not any¬ 
more. We believe that waning parties 
should pay the price of the war. In this 
way if someone wants to fighta war, they 
need to hand over some money to cover 
the costs of negotiating and enforcing 
peace: afterwards they can declare war. 
Otherwise we don’t participate. The 
success of private enterprise depends on 
making each agent responsible for his 
own expenses. 


Q-How will you end wars and secure 
peace, which Is one of the fundamental 
missions of the UN? 

A-I realize that we have a small prob¬ 
lem in that respect You see, in 1992 the 


Q-Wilf you abandon the assemblies, fo¬ 
rums and International conferences? 

A-We can’t keep thinking in 1948 
terms. The Internet allows us to hold all 
of those forums which previously re¬ 
quired transportation, hotels and long 
discussions. Instead, we will concentrate 
on creative projects. Note this action fig¬ 
ure we will launch this spring. It’s the 
Mini Boutros. You have to purchase the 
clothes separately. It will compete with 
tbe Barbie doB in developing countries. 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali became famous 
world-wide thanks to the UN and we will 
make use ofhis prestige.® 


Daniel Samper is The WorldPaper’s 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR EUROPE 


DA COSTA 

Continued from page 1 


to the governments, and by extension, 
tbe citizens of the client-countries in 
question. “Who would pay?’', is the re¬ 
sounding question. 

Trade-oriented agencies such as 
UNCTAD might find a revitalized role 
in providing con- 


that is profitable and manageable— mean¬ 
ing a vast number of its present services 
would be cut, and that the world body 
would no longer be able to operate under 
its current developmental mandate. 

This apparent contradiction be¬ 
tween the UN as a humanitarian orga¬ 
nization and the UN as a born-again 
corporation aside, its efficacy as a fo- 


sultancy services. 
And UN affiliates 
such as the World 
Bank would con¬ 
tinue to make 
profits. But while, 
as a Zimbabwe- 
based UN staffer 
puts it, “the UNF¬ 
PA [Population 
Fund] might sur¬ 
vive because it 
sells pills and 
provides family 
planning and 
population exper¬ 
tise,'’ some of tbe 
“soft” UN agen¬ 
cies, such as UN¬ 
HCR (refugees) 
and UNIFEM 
(women), most of 
them in a pro¬ 
found cash 


Don’t go private, borrow instead 

E mbryonic candidate for classic privatization the UN is clearly nc 
What is equally dear, however, is that it could perform much mo: 
efficiently by taking a leaf out of the corporate world’s book. 


Berg, a development consultant who 
worked on the blueprint for the new 
US$25 billion UN System Wide Special 
Initiative on Africa, believes the UN 
should strengthen the co-operation it 
has built in recent years with NGOs, 
which “have been so vital to the progress 
on global issues.’’ 

“Corporatizing [the UN] would move 
in the opposite di- 


E mbryonic candidate for classic privatization the UN is dearly not. 
What is equally dear, however, is that it could perform much more 
efficiently by taking a leaf out of the corporate world’s book. 
Washington-based development consultant Robert J. Berg offers a list of 
lessons to be learned from modern corporations, among them: 

► Forging strategic alliances both within the UN system and with the pri¬ 
vate sector and NGOs 

► Demand-driven work that is constituent- rather than market-driven 
► Merger and acquisition-type approaches, where similar organizations 
and departments within the UN system can and should be melded and 
less worthy parts phased out 

► Utilize commercial borrowing, now forbidden, but dearly “a needed 
tool for financial resource management.” 

Best practices, such as the UN’s multi-faceted role in Mozambique’s 
relatively successful transition from conflict to development, also need to 
be built upon. And on the top job, Berg counsels the need for a corporate- 
type division oflabor, with a Chief Executive Office and Chief Operations 
Officer. “Let the Secretary-General be the policy guide, but get a solid day- 
to-day ad minis trator as number two. "’ 

—By Peter Da Costa 


crunch, would be 
among the first to disappear. 

Adds the UN staffer, “What interest 
would a private organization have in die 
work these agencies do? In the privatiza¬ 
tion and liberalization of markets, what is 
the role of UNIFEM? UNIFEM would 
be the first to die [since] they always mar¬ 
ginalize anything related to women” 

What is dear it that UN Inc. would 
have to reduce its activities to a portfolio 


recQon, - warns 
Berg. “After all, 
corporations are 
now among the 
least responsive 
and least responsi¬ 
ble global actors ” 
Ultimatdy, he ar¬ 
gues* the UN’s 
current sharehold¬ 
ers simply “have 
got to be more 
responsible.” 

Tb Berg, “it is 
incredible that the 
largest factor in die 
UN's operations, 
the US, should be 
able to have full 
voting power 
when it is so 
strongly in ar¬ 
rears.” As of late 
last month, the su- 


rum for building global coalitions 
makes privatization, in the words of 
Washington-based UN watcher Robert 
J. Berg, “a lousy idea, from the African 
viewpoint and anybody else’s.” 

ILO’s Fashoyin proposes that rather 
than destroy the UN’s raison-d’etre by 
re-inventing it as a corporation, reforms 
should be directed at transformingitinto 
something like a global NGO. 


perpower owed 
the UN some $1.6 billion, out ofa total of 
$2.8 billion due from member states. 

“Africa is told to adjust and is adjust¬ 
ing,” notes Berg “The world needs a 
market/political discipline for die UN’s 
debtors, too .”© 


Peter Da Costa is chief of the In¬ 
ter Press Service’s bureau en 
Harare, Zimbabwe. 


H ow much would the 
UN’s trademark be 
worth if it went on the 

market? 

About USS 5 million, says Gor¬ 
don Smith, president of valuation 


services at 


and gav e us carte blanche wc 
could generate a lot of money out 
of that trademark. The key is be¬ 
ing free of those bureaucratic 
constraints which run contrary to 
normal business logic ” he says. 


AUS Con- 8 

sultants. I TB" Tl 

The UN has H j I 

a positive | ® 11 

image, but 3 I 

Smith be- 1 

lieves that it 3_ 

would be 
tough to exploit it. 

Allan Feldman, President of 
Leverage Marketing, concurred 
with Smith’s analysis, but offered 
a more ambitious “what if” fig¬ 
ure. “If it could be licensed with¬ 
out much constraint then it could 
generate in excess of$ 1 billion 
over the years. If the)' hired us 


UN® 


I Batchvarov: 
an analyst at 
■ a a ■ a Moodv’s in 

I I 1\ ) New ^ orL 

■ Vy responded 

* to the sug¬ 

gestion the 
UN trade¬ 
mark be marketed as a collectors 
item (since both the above esti¬ 
mates would not even cover its 
debt) by suggesting that, “I should 
be sold as part of a weird currency 
that is a basket of all the world's 
currencies; then it would be too 
diffinilr for anyone to calculate its 
real value.” —By Omar louna 
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THINK PRIVATE! 

Continued from page 1 


eral Assembly would bid (blind) for one 
of the 25 seats, which would go to those 
prepared to pay most. Voting in the 
Council would then be (as in the IMF 
and World Bank) on the basis of the 
“quotas” that had been purchased. As for 
die problem ofarrears, there would be no 
problem: If you foiled to pay the bill when 
membership fell due, back down to the 
General Assembly for you, sin 

But that is just for national govern¬ 
ments. Since, even in the political 
sphere, national governments are less 
and less relevant and important, I 
would suggest a thir d “official” cham¬ 
ber. Call it the 


taxation. Then, since each chamber 
would carry equal weight in any UN 
decision, we would see a massive 
scramble for coalitions. With four out 
of five chambers representing entities 
that paid to get in, however, the dy¬ 
namics would be very different. 

There’s also a nifty little free-enter¬ 
prise wrinkle in my proposal: four out oi 
the five chambers would require mem¬ 
bers to pay, and to pay up-front. Bui 
nothing in my proposal suggests how 
much they would have to pay. 1£ say. tbe 
LIN was felt to be pretty damn useless, 
corporations who might consider mem¬ 
bership of the Economic Council would 
vote with their checkbooks — and keep 
them closed. Ifl on the other hand, they 
. really felt the UN 


:V - l ' 


Non-national As- . - 
sembly. Member- Wlttl fSHT QUt 0 
ship (perhaps lim- ram _ -iaMit s 1Mf 

ited to 100 represeotragei 

entities) would be _ . ■ ■ 

voluntary, and tQ ggt II, tlOWCl 

would again^- would bevety d 

fleet paid-in con¬ 
tributions following a selection process. 
To be eligible to bid for a seat, bodies 
would have to be either supra-national 
or sub-national governments. The Eu¬ 
ropean Union, for instance, could buy 
membership ifit wanted: so could New 
York City, the Gulf Cooperation Coun¬ 
cil, ASEAN, Padania or Catalonia. 

Now we have three chambers repre¬ 
senting official political forces. 

Next would be a body representing 
private sector economic muscle. Call 
this one the Economic Council. Again, 
membership would be voluntary, and 
would be limited to (say) 150 publidy- 
quoted corporations. As in the Securi¬ 
ty Council and Non-national Assem¬ 
bly, a company’s voting power would 
depend on the share of die total budget 
that it was prepared to pony up—he 
who pays the piper calls the tune. 

Finally, just to buy off liberal angst, 
we had better have a Social Council for 
NGOs—trade unions, employers 
groups, Oxfom, OPEC, etc., etc. Same 
rules apply; no representation without 


With fear out of five chambers 


to get is, however, the dynamics 


■ . ■ had something to 

TTC Chancers offer (say* in har- 

U . .. monizing inteiiec- 

mes mat pan mai proper 

_■ i * rights or stooping 
r, the Dynamics warring tribes in 
. _ Kenya from bum- 

leren ing dowu every* 

foreign-owned in¬ 
dustrial plant), they' would pay. 

; There are lots of unanswered ques¬ 
tions in this proposal. How wouid UN 
policies be initiated, for instance? Would 
each chamber have a right of veto? 
Would governments ever accept that 3 
UN military force might be funded. In 
part, by private sector contributions to : 
achieve private sector economic aims? 1 
But it does address the two firnda- : 
mental problems that the UN faces today 

► How to break out of the comatose : 

mindset which says that (despite all tbe 1 
evidence to the contrary) the only le¬ 
gitimate international actor is a nation- ' 
al government, and l 

► How to ensure that the UN is ade- ] 

quately funded for whatever task it's j 
given, and that an arrearage problem I 
cannot build up. ( | 

Think on it; improvements to my 1 
proposal wiD be gratefully received. ® j 


ZZ-- - 
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Andrew Hilton is the director 
of the London-rased Centre for 
Financial Innovation. 


A WorldPaper White Paper 


Masters of the Universe? 



Private finance—pension funds, portfo¬ 
lio funds and equity investments in pri¬ 
vatized enterprises—dominate the day 
in the world’s emerging markets. 
Money managers with fiduciary con¬ 
cerns and little awareness of social 
and cultural conditions are making 
decisions that affect the economic 
development of these nations. 


I 

1. ‘ ‘ -‘S 
i - 


_Thi* WorldPaper White Paper, 

i derives from the World Times 

t *£S§§|spjp£jg|§f| . International Inquiry Money 

^ —' Matters: Financi ng Social 

| . . Development in the 21st Century. In 

a lively writing style, Hugh Peyman an 
experienced financial journalist and current head of 
Klein wort Benson Research Asia, addresses the street smart influ¬ 
ences of private capital on development. 


The Whitepaper also includes The WorldPaper’s 2nd “Wealth of 
Nations Triangle Index” ranking 35 em e rg in g nations by a combination 
of economic, social environment and information exchange factors. 
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. Innovation- 


AMMAN (Star)-— The Orbit 
satellite Television and Ra¬ 
dio Network is ihe world's 
first fully digital, multi¬ 
channel pay-television ser¬ 
vice, providing perfect 
sound and picture quality at 
all limes. 

Orbit currently broadcasts 
a premium package of over 
30 channels to 23 territories in 
and North Africa. 

It has signed an agreement w 


Television fur the creation uf 
Disney channel to be carried 
J exclusively on the Orbit Scr- 

\ vice. 

B _ # In addition. Orbit will 

M lpl%| Bi *x>n be carrying nine Star 

TV channels exclusively on 

m V its platform, reaching view¬ 

ers throughout the Middle 
. off Of Intelsat 703. The 

tnc Middle East network also broadcasts the free-to-air Pro¬ 
motional Channel front Arabsat 2A, located ar 
ith Walt Disney 26 East. ■ 
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Programs on JTV 
from 16-22 November 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2.*60—Holy Koran 

2.*05—Adventures of Mickey 

and Donald 

2:30— Cirque 

3:00—French Program 

4:00—Gillette (sports) 

4:30—Chris Cross 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—Futures (Educational) 

5:15—Blue Heelers 

7-J0—News Headlines 

7J5—Something Wilder 

8:01— Documentary 

8J0—Prism 

9:10—Lois and Clark 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Children or the Dust 

(Best Seller) 

11:15—Classic Movie: Yes 
Ciorgi, starring: Luciano Pava¬ 
rotti and Kathryn Harrold 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Fievels American Tails 
2J0—You Bet Your Life 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—World Echo (Doc) 

4JO—The Famous Five 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Documentary 
5:15—Search and Rescue 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 

7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—Auto Classics 

8 JO—Album Show 
9:10—Great Books 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Cover (Drama) 

11:15—Miami Vice 
12:00—Yes Minister 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Muppet Show' 

2 JO—Dad’s Army 
3:00— French Program 
4:00—Nature’s Inventions 
4:30—Hey Dad 
5:00—News Flash 
5:30—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosanne 
8:00—Disaster Chronicle (Doc) 
8J0—-Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 
9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10J0—QtidrenoftheDua 
11:15—Bodies of Evidence 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 

2:25—Oscar’s Orchestra 
2:40—1 Love Lucy 
3:00—French Program 
4:00—At The Zoo 
4:30—My Secret Identity 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Fun with Physics 
5:15—Road to Avoniea 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphy Brown 
8:00—Magazine Zero-One 

8 JO—Encounter 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 



« 75 ^ 2 . Amman cinemas 

_ _ 

1 Philadelphia I (tel: 634149): 

12 Monkeys 

1 Philadelphia U (tel: 634149): 

Mission Impossible 
I Plow (teb 699238): 

Spay Hard 

t Concord I (tel: 677420): 

Independence Day 
> Concord II (tel: 677420): 

Disclosure 


9:10—VR.5, The Virtual Re¬ 
ality (science Fiction) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Blood 
Relation, starring: Andre Lach- 
jpelle and Mario Saint AmanJ. 


# Accompanied by 

his wife Risa, 

ex-president of 
Russia, Mikhail 
Gorbachev attends a 
book signing in 
Harrods of 
Sightsbridge in 
order to launch his 
new book. 


Who "s The Boss, Wednesday 
10:25—China Beach 
11:15—Mission Impossible 
12:00—Are You Being Served 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Korun 
2:05—Muppet Show 
2:30—Circus 
3:00— French Programs 
4:00—Earth Revealed 
4:30—Blizzard Island 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—The Adventurers + 

Kelly 

6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—'The Four Seasons 
8:00—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—NBA 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Bugs (Drama) 

II: 15—Hart To Hart 
12:00—Who’s The Boss 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Iris 

2:15—Oride and the Gang 

2 J5—Out of this World 
3:00— Covington Cross 

3 JO— Feature Film: Big Ide¬ 


al 12:00 pm 

as. starring: Justin Rosmak and 
Harold Hopkins 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02— Continuation of Film 
5:30— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Pacific Station 
8:00—American Chart Show 
8:30—Material World 
9:10—KungFu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Deadly 
Whispers, starring Tony Danza 
and Pamela Reed. 


FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Iris 

2:15—Muppet Show 
2:30—Playabout + Flint- 
stones 

3:00—See How They Grow 

3:15—French Programs 

4:00—Crystal Maze 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—Name Your Adventure 

5:30—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Blossom 

8:00—Secret Weapons 

8:30—Hunter 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAM EDI 

3:00—Docu mental re 

La France anx I0U0 
villages 

3:30—Emission jeunesse 
Fete des beh£s 
6:00—Serie 
Jack 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMANCHE 

3:00—Emission jeunesse 
Cajou 

3:30—Divertissement 

Week-ends speciaux 
•Les regresses venes • 
6:00—Magazine 

Foot pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Spons et musique 

LUNDI 

3:00—Yariefes 
L'integrate 
- Siephone Eicher « 
3:30— Documentaire 

Travelling gourmet 
6:00—Magazine 
Cassiople 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3:15—Magazine 
Montagne 

•Haute surveillance »• 
6:00—Serie 

La lumiere des justes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine_ 


Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:00—Jeux 

Pyramide 
3:30—Serie 

Les six compagnons de 
l’atenture 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuakt 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Spons er musique 

JEUDI 

3:00—Yarietes 

Emission sped ale a 
1’occasion de I'anni- 
versaire du rai Hussein 
5:30—Divertissement 
Le mortde est 
a vous 

- Pierre Ferret* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomcs crochus 
9:00—Le journal 

VENDREDI 

3:00—Emission jeunesse 
L'ccote des fans 
5:30—Magazine 

Envoys special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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ACROSS 
1 Lard or sea 
endng 
6 Fann 
treasure 

10 rttfi school 
dance 

14 US. president 

15 Soon 
slttwaid 

16 Castors 
moftar 

17 Matamay 


16 Spooadcavy 

19 Addct 

20 Copies 

22 Tale of woe 

24 Hguraskaw 
clnote 

26 Adage 

27 Gotland 

28 Rhlns feeder 

31 Seer 

35 Seance 
sand 

37 Present 

39 HEfirestanr 
afnoe 


43 wdhJudy' 

44 Calendar 
abbr. 

45 YoingadJt 

46 PiA 

47 Apftabeiiui 

50 Energy 

52 figure stater 
ot note 

59 llredand 
aching 

61 Farm fodder 

62 tnaddfonn 

63 Wander 

65 Charitable 
ifcrtxims 

68 Skinny 

67 Sb-Gereinrs 
wSa 

68 Occasion 

69 Russian news 
agency 

7V Secbded 
roams 

71 ChaiS 

DOWN 

1 Stalks 

2 Pessimters 


Mi 

3 Texas shrine 

4 —totr 

5 Constructs 

6 Chamcal 
source of 
energy 

7 Deop daft 

6 Shrinkback 

9 Make 
pocsfcia 

10 Neptune's 
neighbor 

11 Rewertwration 

12 BaMcSaa 
feeder 

13 Boody— 
(mocedOink) 

21 Puppeteer 
Lewis 

23 Smal 

25 Abeam 


33 Medcd 
decision 

34 Concorde 
36 Kitchen item 
38 Umpire's cal 

40 Aqussc birds 

41 Brood 

42 Affirms 

48 Taied 

49 Power oMIm 
51 Groups of 

tons 

53 Mnm 
panicles 

54 Oobsonor 
Mne 

55 ■—Lucy” 

56 Botanical 
*hotmef 

57 Ropresenta- 
ho 

58 Aenes 
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HLOUtnOS 


29 Suffer 59 Speedy 

30 Restrain 60 Spqistew 

31 Ttvee- « Ames and 

handadcard Begley 
game 

32 Pefestani 
language 

O N 96 . Tribune Mcda Service* 


HEYE? T70ST 
THE MAN-WHO 
NAS SEASON TO 
SUSPECT THAT 

you know m 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The moon goes 
from Scorpio into Sagittarius. 
Sagittarius is a world-class whistle¬ 
blower. so all kinds of dirt could 
come out. 

Arles (March 21-April 19). Wait 
to start a big project and it’ll go easier. 
Get your money lined up. Supervisors 
will be tough as nails. A link humor 
will help a 1ol 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Your 
attention will be diverted to financial 
matters. Pay bills, balance the check¬ 
book and apply for a loaa 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Finish 
up old business so you’ll have time 
for a friendly competition. Face the 
facts. Pool resources with a friend to 
get an expensive item you both want 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Renew 
an old friendship. Your workload 
increases and stays intense for a 
while. Ask a partner to help. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Listen to a 
friend’s concerns or you'll have a 
bigger problem later. You’ll be even 
luckier than usual at games and love 
affairs. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll 
retain what you learn, so cram your 
head full of good information. A 
friend’s idiosyncrasies could get in 
the way of your work. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Unexpected costs put a dent in your 
budget. Catch up on your assign¬ 
ments. You’ll find out all sorts of 
interesting things. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Make 
sure everybody understands what 
they're supposed to do. Money 
you've been waiting for could come 
in. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Finish a tough job this morning or 
suffer the consequences. By this 
afternoon you’ll have lots more con¬ 
trol of your own destiny. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). A 
friend can give you the answer. 
Consult with a wise person just to 
make sure you know what’s going on 
behind the scenes. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Fcb. 18). Don’t 
get into a grumpy person’s face — 
be or she may snap. You and your 
buddies can find an end tun around a 
difficult situation. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Accept 
an exotic foreigner’s suggestion. 
That relationship could last Cater to 
a weird intellectual’s whims. 

Jf Yon’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Completion is your key 
to success. Do itcady and gam valuable 
prizes. 

O B96b Triboa Media Scnkrt 


Bridge 

Coming Up Tramps in Georgia 

3y Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


North vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* J9 
UAK84 
OAJ9862 
+ Q 

WEST EAST 

4Q862 *10743 

?QJ92 ?103 

0K1054 O Q 73 

+ 7 +J9 82 

SOUTH 
*AK5 
<5765 
OVoid 

+ AK106543 


The bidding: 
SouthWest 


North 
1 0 
3V 
40 

6 + 


Opening lead: Queen of 
Trump Coup Tommy, on a busi¬ 
ness trip to Atlanta, was pleasantly 
surprised to discover that the Fall 
Noth American Championships were 
being held there. Since he was free in 
the evenings, he organized a six-man 


team for the knockout event. His 
teammates were astonished at how he 
could one moment botch the simplest 
of contracts, only to shine on hands 
where trumps broke badly. Tommy 
had no problem with this one. 

By Tommy’s standards, this was a 
brilliant auction. His three spades was 
a good temporizing move since it kept 
the bidding below three no trump. 
The best bid in the auction, however, 
was North’s raise to six clubs on the 
singleton queen. Since Tommy prob¬ 
ably had a seven-card suit on this auc¬ 
tion, her majesty was pure cold. 

West’s opening salvo of the queen 
of hearts was won with the lung. Had 
trumps been 3-2 Tommy could have 
claimed. His technique, however, 
was impeccable. He ruffed a dia¬ 
mond at trick two! A trump to the 
queen provided the entry for a second 
diamond ruff, and the picture became 
dearer when West discarded a spade 
cm the king of dubs. 

A heart to the ace provided the 
entry to discard the heart loser on the 
ace of diamonds, and a heart ruff 
brought Tommy’s trumps down to the 
same length as East’s. Tommy 
cashed the ace and king of spades and 
exiled with a spade, then sat back and 
collected the last two tricks with the A 
10 of trumps over East’s J 9. 

C >996. Tribune Medlj Service* 


Jumble 


Uoscnanble these four Hor&'aac 
letter to eaefa square, to fonn tow 
urdiiury words. 



KORPE 


HABET 


HYSTAN 


COTESK 


Answer hen: 


S30183H t^O SVM 3HS — *« » fosytu raou «m»n*q uMOiy 

J3XXK A1NVHS aRLVfl S3XOd mwsbv 


e N96. Tltaine Media Santa 


WHY THE 

ballerina never 

M15SEP A CUE. 


Now arrange the cbtbd letters to tana 
the surprise Banter, as suggested by the 
Obow cartoon. 


Words of 
Wisdom 


A bad reputation con- 1 
i demns without trial. 

; | • • • 

Failing is not a crime, but. 

: : aiming loo low is. 

I • • • 

i ; Character doesn’t form in ’ 

j : solitude, but only a formed: 

character can exist long 
• alone. 

w 9 m 

An ounce of mother is 
worth a pound of clergy. 

• • * 

, : Second thoughts exist for 
1 darned good reasons; they 
; keep us from acting on our 
fust ones. ; 


| i Constantly wonying is 
■ J like keeping your umbrella 
! j open all the time in antidpa- 
I don of the occasional rain- 
] storm. 

i ' © 1996 . TriUnc Media Sov*e* 
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Video releases 

“11545/' H'OMW" (New Horizons, S91.50): This entry 
from Showtime’s "Roger Cormon Presents series is a 
remake of one of the producer’s B-movie dashes, with Jen¬ 
nifer Rubin ( "The Crush") as a cosmetics tycoon who tries 
a serum that its inventor (Daniel J. Travantii promises will 
make her look 20 years younger, h does that, initially ... but 
some unfortunate side effects then become very' evident. r “ 
(R: A&P, V) 

m A WEEKEND /.V THE COlW'Tftr ' (Evergreen. 
$91.12): Comedy star Rita Rudner co-wrote this ensemble 
piece with her husband Martin Bergman, and she’s also a 
cast member in the story, which focuses on a group of 
diverse people w hose paths cross in the wine country of Cal¬ 
ifornia Jack Lemmon. Christine Lahti C’Chicago H»pe"\, 
Faith Ford < "Murphy Brown"), Dudley Moore and Richard 
Lew is also are featured. ” ’ (R: AS, P) 

COMING SOON: ” DR.ACONHE\RT " 1 (MCA/Univer¬ 
sa!, Nov. 26.i: Sean Conner,- provides the voice of the drag¬ 
on who literally is at the heart of this medieval talc; Dennis 
Quaid also stars. (PG-13) 

"THE ROCK ' * (Hollywood, Dec. 10): Sean Connery 
plays a convict teamed with a federal agent (Nicolas Cage) 
to stop a renesade’s planned attack on San Francisco. (R) 
"CHAIN RUCTION" (Fox. Dec. 17j: Keanu Reeves 
plays a student whose discovery of convening water into gas 
makes him a target; Morgan Freeman also stars. IPG-13) 
"THE FRIGHTENERS" (MCAAJniveraal.Dec. 17): 
Michael J. Fqx plays a con artist who gets otherworldly help 
from poltergeists as he fleeces believing clients. (R) 

O W*, Tribune Media Senma 
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By Daryl Cagle 




SourecTlie Bookofltot* Tlw -90s Edition; Little Brown Wafechtoekyaiid | 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
considers a 100-grarn can of pizza sauce 
“acceptable" if it contains no more than 30 fly 
eggs or 15 eggs plus one larvae. 

• 
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Guerre des mots et des actes entre Arafat et Sa’eed 


Supplement en fran£ais du Star 


# La guerre des mots entre I'icrfvain 
Edward Sa'eed et I'Autoriti 
Palestinienne s'cst intensifUe 
ricemment par I'ichange 
d'accusations et de jugements entre 
les deux parties. Un responsable 
palestinien de Vinformation du 
mouvement de Fateh. Qassem 
Kaddoumi. estime que l'Eminent 
icrivain n'a pas le droit de demander 
au president palestinien Yasser Arafat 
de demissioner puisque ce dernier a 
it£ £lu dem ocratiqu emenL 
Dans un article sur la fiberti 


d'expression 
public dans le 
journal 
britanmque 
The Guardian 
et le journal 
arabe AL 

Hayat. Sa'eed a 
critique la 
performance de 
I'Aiaorite 
Palestinienne 



en la decrivant comme pire que celle 
de Voccupant israelien. Sa'eed. dont 


ses propres 
livres ant £t£ 
prohibis dans 
les territoires 
Palestinians, 
demands ainsi 
au president 
Arafat soil de 
changer sa 
politique 
dictatoriale qui 
vise d opprimer 
les Icriyains et les inteHectuels. soft de 
demissioner. 


En Bref 


McKhalifeh en 


Jordanie 


□ Linauguration du "fast 
food" McDonald a Am¬ 
man refill un accueiJ con¬ 
siderable lant au niveau 
populaire qu'au niveau 
officiel. II suscita, 
affirmc le journal sati- 
rique Abed Rabbo. la ja¬ 
lousie des entrepreneurs 
jordaniens. Ces demiers 
on! ainsi decide douvnr 
une nouvelie chalne de 
resiauration rapide: 

McKhalifeh. Elle servira 
aussi bien le Hamburger 
que le Mansaf. Selon ces 
J entrepreneurs. McDonald 
* refletc limperialisme 
i amdncain. Ainsi. 

1’ouverture de McKhali¬ 
feh permettra de combin¬ 
er I'ensemble de la 
nourriture que 1'on peut 
trouver en Jordanie. 


Les communistes 


sont des chretiens 


□ Dans Cun de ses arti¬ 
cles relatifs aux effets de 
ia decision du gouveroe- 
meni d'enseiener la 
religion chrctienne dans 
les ecoles publiques. le 
journal hebdomadal re ai 
Bilad constate que cetie 
decision est nEcessaire 
afin de combattre le 
communisme. 


L'hebdomadaire cite un 
preire qui affirtne que (a 
majority des membres du 
parti communiste de Jor¬ 
danie est chrctienne 
parce qu’elle n’avait pas 

appris 1a religion a 

1'ecole. Eneigner alors la 
religion chrctienne dans 
les ecoles publiques est 
necessaire. ajouie le 

journal. On a egalement 
besoin d'Elarsir la 
perspective de la 

nouvelie generation de 


toutes les religions. 


Crime d’honneur 
contre une anesse 


□ Un ane a ete tuE en 
Jordanie parce qu'il “fai- 
sait la cour’’ a une anesse. 
L’homme. identifiE 
comme A.S au quotidien 
al Aswaq. esume que 
Cane a temi sa reputation 
quand il a ose faire 
Tumour avec son anesse. 
II a pris le revolver et a 
lire contrc le “violeur”. 
Selon lui. I'ane esl le pre¬ 
mier fautif: ainsi. il con- 
sidfere sa propre reaction 
comme un acte de de¬ 
fense dc son honneur. 
A.S. a EtE juridiquement 
inculpE. Cependant, le 
journal ne prccisait ni la 
peri ode de detention ni la 
nature du tribunal. 


Presse et 
Responsables 


□Selon fhebdomadaire 
ai Bilad. un haut 
responsable Jordanien a 
envoye une lettre a 
I’agence de Presse Petra 
en la prenant pour un 
journal. 


CV.% brevt-f xt'iit Jt -j onraiix 
i lex articles pants Jans la 
presse Incttle. Us tie snnt pas 
verifiees par le Jourdtun. 


Anniversaire 

Jordaniens celebrent Panniversaire du Roi avec esperances 


La Jordanie cEtebre 

aujourd'hui le 61 feme 
anniversaire de sa Majeste le 
Roi Hussein avec anticipation 
et enthousiasme. 

L'anniversaire, qui coincide 
avec une periode chargee de 
scepticisme et d’espoir. mar¬ 
que rait certainement un tour- 
nan t dans Thistoire du gou- 
vememem et de Tavenir du 
Royaume. 

A pres la liberation de 
l'ardent opposant Leith Shbeilat 
ainsi que celle d'autres dEtenus- 
politiques qui Etaient arretes 
pendant et apres les Emeutes en 
aout dernier, les Jordaniens 
attendent que le Roi les couv- 
rent de plus de faveurs au¬ 
jourd'hui. le 34 Novembre. 

Its esparent que le Roi lance 
une nouvelie politique qui vi- 
serait a allEger les con train tes 
Economiques. Mardi dernier, le 
roi a mis en cause Tancienne 
decision du gouvemement de 


presque tripler le prix du pain. 
Dans une lettre envoyEe au pre¬ 
mier ministre Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. le roi lui a demande 
de reexaminer cette demarche. 

La tension s'est accrue entre 
le Parlement et le gouveme- 
ment suite h la decision du gou- 
vemement d’augmenter le prix 
du pain en aoQt dernier. Des 
Emeutes au sud du Royaume se 
sont produces exigeant les rep- 
rEsentants du peuple h affronter 
le gouvememenL Alois que la 
majorilE des parlememaires 
s’est opposfee d'une manifere ou 
d'une autre 5 la decision du 
gouvememenL les dEputEs 
n'ont toutefois pas rEussi b 
s'unir lors du vote. 

L'opposition au sein du 
parlement a toutefois insist^, 
pendant et aprfes les Emeutes. 
sur la question de la demission 
du gouvemement. Cette de¬ 
mande n'est pas toujours exi- 
gEe mais les islamistes affir- 


menr que le gouvemement n’a 
pas respecte la volontd du 
parlemenL I! serai t mis a 
I'epreuve dfes le commence¬ 
ment de la sEance ordinaire, af- 
firment-iis. 

Si les prix du pain ne 
baissent pas d’ici a 1'ouverture 
de la stance, les parlementaires 
evoqueront le sujet et quesrion- 
neront le gouvemement sur sa 
decision. Emoush con fie au 
Jourdain que la relation entre le 
gouvemement et {'opposition, 
les islamistes en parti culier. est 
mauvaise. Le gouvememenL 
dit-il, n'a pas "repondu aux 
questions systematiques du co¬ 
mite des libertes sur les detenus 
politiques. 11 ne respecte pas le 
Parlement et a refuse de foumir 
& quelques deputes, recemment 
en visite en Syrie, ia lisce des 
prisonniers jordaniens dans les 
prisons syriennes. Selon Bas- 
sam Emoush. depute du Front 
d'Action Islamique (IAF) et 


president du comite des libenEs 
publiques au ParlemenL le co- 
mi re a prEparE une liste de 200 
personnes inculpees dans des 
affaires politiques et l'a prEsen- 
tEe au gouvememenL II espfere 
que ces personnes seront par- 
donnees a ('occasion de 
1‘anni versa rre du roi. 

La liste inclut le leader du 
parti de la Liberation islamique 
fHizb al Tahrir). Ata Abul 
Rishteh. ainsi que les membres 
du groupe corrnus comme isla¬ 
mistes afghans. Selon Emoush. 
la liste contient aussi le nom 
des individus qui ont commis 
des crimes d’honneur (un crime 
commis par un parent contre 
une femme soup$onnee d’avoir 
une liaison avec un homme 
hors manage). Emoush estime 
que meme si les crimes 
d'honneur ne sont pas conside- 
res comme des crimes poli¬ 
tiques. ils sont ndanmoins des 
actes qui doivent etre pardon- 


nes. 

Cependant les espErances 
des Jordaniens vont au-delfe du 
pardon royal. Quelques jours 
aprEs Tanniversaire, soil mardi 
prochain, le Roi inaugurera Ia 
quatrifeme session ordinaire du 
ParlemenL On s'attend tout 
paniculierement b un discours 
comprehensif sachant que 
(atmosphere au sein de ia 
chambre basse est encore char¬ 


gee. 

Ce qui constitue reeliemem 
une Epreuve pour le gouveme¬ 
ment est certainement le projet 
de Joi d'Eleciion. Le premier 
ministre Kabariti. des son en¬ 
tree en fonction en ffivrier 
dernier, a promts d'introduire 
une nouvelie loi qui permettrait 
l egality entre tous les Jordani¬ 
ens. 

Le gouvemement pouriant 
n'a rien fait. La loi d'eleciion. 
fortement EvoquEe ces lemps- 
ci. n'a pas nganmoins requ 


Le gouvemement introduit Venseignement chretien dans les ecoles publiques 

Reactions contradictoires dans le 


milieu religieux 


Fuite scolaire, problemes de drogue, et 
delinquance sont des problemes 
principaux parmi les eleves chretiens dans 
les ecoles publiques. Les Islamistes 
estiment que la, decision du gouvemement 
d'introduire la religion chretienne ne 
resoudrait pas ces problemes. Au 
contraire , Vapplication de cette decision 
conduirait d Vextremisme religieux; 
ajfimient-ils. 


La nouvelie decision 

du gouvemement d'Abdul Ka¬ 
rim Kabariti d'introduire 
i'enseignement chidden dans 
les £coles publiques a suscitl 
des reactions contradictoires 
dans les milieux religieux de 
Jordanie. 

Alors que les islamistes 
estiment que cette demarche 
mfene eventuellement & 
Textrdmisme religieux d'une 
part et pourrait preparer le ter¬ 
rain pour l'education de la re¬ 
ligion juive d'autre parL les 
chr6tiens affirment que 
I'enseignement de la deuxifeme 
religion en Jordanie est indis¬ 
pensable non seulemeni pour 
combanre ia fuite scolaire par- 
mi les llfeves chidtiens mais 
egalement pour mettre fin aux 
problemes soriaux de drogue 
et de delinquance. 

<Les chretiens peui'ent re¬ 
ceiver I'enseignement 

religieux dans leurs propres 
ecoles». constate Abdullah 
Akaileh, un depute is lam is te a 
la chambre basse du parle¬ 
menL . xCependanr installer la 
chretiente dans les icoles pub- 
liques est pratiquement impos¬ 
sible ». 

Selon Abdullah Akaileh. le 
nombre d'dtudiants chrdtiens 
dans les ecoles publiques ne 
depasse pas les 5000. ce qui 
est tr&s peu. Erabaucher des 
professeurs et preparer des 
Lextes pour ces quelques 


etudiants, qui se sont disperses 
dans des centaines d'dcoles h 
travers le pays, est impossible. 

Il y a 25000 eifcves chrStiens 
dans le Royaume. Vingt mille 
d'entre eux re^oivent leur en- 
seignemem dans des ecoles 
privees. Les llfeves res tan ts 
sont rdpandus dans plus de 
2500 ecoles publiques. 
L'lducaiion dans les ecoles 
publiques est pratiquement 
gratuite. 

S'ils veulent recevoir an en- 
seignement religieux. ils 
doivent se debrouiller pour 
leurs frais scolaires, insisie 
Abdullah Akaileh. qui tut 
egalement ministre de 
I'enseignemenL 

«De plus, enseigner la relig¬ 
ion chrilienne pourrait engen¬ 
der des consequences ne- 
fasies pour la societe par le 
racismc el Vextremisme en 
particulier. La minorite doit se 
soumettre a la volonrd de la 
majorU£», ajoute-t-il. 

De son point de vue, si cette 
decision est appliquee, d'autres 
minorites, comme eventuelle¬ 
ment celle des Juifs. 
revendiqueront aussi 

i'enseignement officiel de leur 
religion. 

<(Mais e'est un droit legi¬ 
time, insiste Soeur Hilo, direc- 
trice de Tdcole des Soeurs de 
Nazareth. Le gouvemement a 
pris la bonne decision ». 

En fait, depuis 1971. le 
gouvemement a decide 



«(Enseigner la religion chretienne a f est pas en contradiction avec nos principes et nos 
moeurs», selon Izzat Jaradat 


d'introduire I'enseignement 
chrdtien dans les Ecoles pub¬ 
liques. Cette demarche a affron¬ 
ts plusieurs difficult 6s 

notamment ('absence d'une 
coordination parmi les cinq dif- 
ferentes secies chrStiennes en 
Jordanie. 

A prSsenL aprbs plus de 30 
ans. les responsables de ces 
confessions, ont assurS au gou¬ 
vemement que ces difficult^ 
ont £td surmontdes. Ils ont 
done ddcide d'adopter les 
manuels syriens. 

11s ont ainsi informer le gou¬ 
vemement de leur decision. 
Selon Izar Jaradat. secretaire 
gdnerai du minist&re. *til n y a 
partiquement pas d'obstacles 
pour appliquer ce systeme». 

Toujours selon JaradaL le 
minisldre a prdpard un plan qui 
regroupera dans une classe les 
elfeves chrduens de plusieurs 
dcoles d'un meme quanier. Le 


plan, qui entrera en vigueur 
I'annde prochaine. n'imposerait 
pas de contrainte economique. 
De plus, la Jordanie est un 
pays *pluraliste. democratiquc 
et de tolerance religieuse, En¬ 
seigner certe religion n'esi pas 
en contradiction avec nos 


pruicipes et nos moeurs*. 

Reem Jasser. agde de 19 
ans. constate que 
I'enseignement de la religion 
chrdtienne est un atout indis¬ 
pensable. Jasser a drudie une 
an nee dans une ecole publique 
et n'hdsite pas h critiquer le 
systfeme, notamment sur le 
plan du traitement des 
etudiants chr&liens. 

* Pendant les cours de 
religion musulmane. les eleves m 
chretiennes se sont mises dans 
la cour. explique Reem Jasser, 
dies n'ont pas le droit d'aller 
a I’eglise le dimanche*. 

Fahdeh al Sunna'. employee 


du ministdre de I'enseignement 
et ancien professeur d'anglais 
dans une dcole publique, dit 
tqu ’il faut dormer 
Vopportunite d chctque indivi- 
du de corumitre sa religion ct 
de se plonger dans les Etudes 
de Dieu. Le processus 
influence la persortnalitd et le 
comportement des etudiants». 

Selon le deputd Farah Raba- 
di. qui occupe le sidge chretien 
a Ajloun. I'enseignement chrd- 
tien a die une demande 
consiante des chrdtiens de 
Jordanie. Le premier ministre 
Kabariti lui a promis avant la 
sdance de vote de confiance de 
repondre a leurs voeux. Une 
delegation de deputds se ren- 
dra en visite £ Damas dans 
deux semaines aim de se 
famiiiariser avec le systdme 
syrien, ses mdihodes et ses 
moyens d'application. ■ 


Debat 


Oroub el Abed 


Controverse autour du tchador 


Le Roi et Shbeilat 


Des etudiantes du 

Collfege de la Princesse Sarvath 
prdtendent que le doyen de la 
faculty. Radi Waqfi. les harc&le 
parce qu'clles portent un tcha- 



Le tchador, est il un 
phenomene Strange de 
notre pays. 


dor tun voile g6n6ralement noir 
qui couvre le visage et les che- 
veux). Dans une plainte publide 
dans le journal islamiste al Sa- 
beel, les Etudiantes expliquent 
qu’eUes souffrent quotidienne- 
mem de Tabus verbal du doyen 
qui leur a demand6es de quiner 
le coli&ge ou bien d'enlever le 
tchador. 

Selon Radi Waqfi, ces Etudi¬ 
antes voiiEes donnem une mau¬ 
vaise rEputation au college. 11 
justifie son comportement, dit 
hostile par les Etudiantes. 
autour de trois raisons 
principales: 

- D'un point de vue pEdago- 
gique, le professeur ne peut 
jamais savoir si les Etudiantes, 
dont te visage est couveit, ont 
bien compris la leqon, si elles 
Etalent attentives ou endormies 
pendant la cfasse. 

- Du point de vue de la sEcu- 
ritE, il est imprudent de laisser 
quatre Etudiantes complEtement 
voilees. En effeL il tty a pas 


moyen de savoir si un individu, 
cachE derrifere le meme voile, 
est entiE ou non au collfege. 

- D'un point de vue religieux. 
la loi islamique n'a pas imposE 
le tchador qui couvre le visage. 
«/! ne fait pas partie de noire 
tradition ou de noire culture*. 
constate Radi Waqfi. 

Al Sabeel considfere que les 
autoritEs locales doivent 
resoudre ce problfeme parce 
qu’il est directement HE aux 
droits de l'homme et fe la JibertE 
d'expression. 

Dans une rfiponse publifie 
dans le meme journal, 
Mohammad Oweidah, dEputE 
islamiste & la chambre basse du 
ParlemenL estime que e’est une 
affaire de libenE publique et 
que le doyen n’a pas le droit de 
se comporter de cette manifcre 
avec les Etudiantes. 

«Lc plus Arrange, dans les 
commentaires du doyen, est de 
dire que le tchador ne fait pas 
partie de noire religion et de 


notre ' tradition. A-t-il decide 
lui-meme a la place du Mufti ? 
Croil-il qu'il est devenu la 
rifirence principalc des 
causes religieuses?* 

Oweidah insisie sur le fait 
que le tchador fait bien partie 
de la religion, en citant des 
versets coraniques et des 
traditions du prophete 
Mahomet relatifs fe la nEcessicE 
de porter le voile. Cependant. il 
n’a pas prEcisE de quel voile il 
s'agissait: celui qui couvre les 
cheveux ou celui qui couvre le 
visage. 

doyen doit laisser les 
iiudiantes chaisir ce qu’clles 
veulent. insiste le deputd, et 
meme s'il a un autre point de 
vue, it ne doit pas abuser de 
son posts pour harceler celles 
qui ne partagent pas ses 
idees*. • 


, Le Jourdain 


Leitb Shbeilat, un ardent critique du processus de paix 
avec Israfil, qui Etait condamne & une pdriode de trois axis 
pour crime de Ifese-mqjestE, regrettait de ne pas avoir sa 
que sa majestfi le roi Hussein.l’attendail pour finir son dE- 
jeuner. Quand 11 fut demandE par le-dfrecteor de- la 
prison pour .sa liberation, Shbeilat, qui Eaisait le jefine ce 
jour-14, insists pour rester dans sa cellule afin de potrroir 
manger au coucher du soi&L 11 ne savait pas alors que le 
Roi 1’attendalL *Si j'en avals pris connaissance, dit-U, je 
serais sorti mtmidiatement *►. Shbeilat a nEamnoins dE- 
menti ses declarations et a prEcisE n’avolr fait nnenii 
commentaire 4 la presse. Selon le journal hebdomadaire- 
al Hadath, Shbeilat aurait demandE au Roi d’avoir la. 
meme initiative (du pardon royal) pour les autres prison¬ 
niers politiques, comme les Afghans. Le Roi 1m a promis 
que l’avenir serait plus favorable 4 de teUes dEdsions. 
Shbeilat n’a pas confirmE ni dementi cette mformation. 

Lerwa ensuite emmenE ShbeDat dans savoitoreet l’a 
conduit de la prison Suwaqa jusqu'i la maisott de la 
mfere de PopposanL La presse n’a pas encore de.details 
quant a ia conversation qui s’est dEroulEe entre 
Vopposant et le roi pendant ce long voyage die deux 
heures. S n’est pas encore sfir que ShbeQat, dEj4 deux 
fois dEputE, ait 1’intention de se prEseriter pour. les 
prochahies flections parlenrentairesqnise dErouleront en 
1997. Tout dEpend flnalemeant du caractfere de son dEfit 4 
Tegartl de la Camille royale: s’Q est seutement considEre 
comme politique, Shbeilat pourrait revendr 4 la vie 
publique. M 


1'attention attendue du gou¬ 
vemement Dans un entretien 
accorde au journal islamiste al 
Sabeel. le ministre de 
Tin formation Marwan Muasher 
dit que le gouvemement n'a pas 
encore preparE le projet de loi. 

Le gouvemement a confirmE 
b plusieurs reprises qu'il Etait 
pret 4 introduire tout change- 
mem demande par l'opposition 
sauf sur la nature du vote: une 
personne, une voix. 

L'opposition en revanche es¬ 
ume que cette formule renfor- 
cerait la mentalitE tribale. 

Elle considfere que les Elec¬ 
tions parlementaires. qui auront 
lieu 1'annEe prochaine. ne doi- 
vent pas Etre conduites sur 
cette loi temporal re large ment 
rejetEe et critiquEe. 

Cette loi. une personne-une 
wix, a EtE introduite par te 
gouvemement en 1993. 

Le dEbat reprend aujourd'hui 
autour de cette loi qui serait 



Sa’eda Kdani 


Histoire 

La carte de Madaba 


fete ses cent ans 


Redecouverte voila un siecle. la mosaique de 
Veglise St.Georges de Madaba est la plus 
vieille carte de Palestine. Une carte qui restit- 
ue fidelement, la geographie de la Terre sainte 
au sixieme siecle apres Jesus-Christ. 


POUI* lOS curieux adeptes 
de topologie ou de cartogra¬ 
phic. un coup d'oeil rapide sur 
ia carte de Madaba situEe dans 
reglise Saint-Georges peut 
surprendre. La localisation des 
villes et ces lieux sur cette 
carte n'est en effet pas organi- 
sEe de fa^on modeme avec le 
Nord en haut ei le Sud en bas. 
Sur ce document, la mer MEdi- 
terranEe 4 la tete en bas. et 
I'Egypte se retrouve 4 droite de 
Jerusalem. 

La cane est en fait orientEe 
vers 1 'Esl comme i’Etaieni 
presque toutes les eg Uses 
chretiennes byzantines. afin de 
pouvoir Sere lue par celui qui 
entrait dans 1'Eglise. Elle 
s'Etend dans sa longueur de 
I'Egypte au Liban. et dans sa 
largeur de la mer mEditerranEe 
aux steppes jordaniennes. 

157 lEgendes encore lisibles 
sont inscrites en grec. Un 
chiffre bien infErieur au 
nombre d'inscriptions origi- 
nelles. la taille iniuale de la 
cane etant EvaluEe b 15,6 
mfetres de long sur 6 mfetres de 
large. Elle ne mesure plus au¬ 
jourd'hui qu’environ 10^ 
mfetres de long sur 5 mfetres de 
large. 

Cette mosaique ne doit pas 
etre siraplement considerEe 
comme une oeuvre d'an. mais 
bien plus comme une premifere 
tentative de restitution fidfele 
de la gEographie de la rEgion. 
Ses auteurs se sont attacks & 
representer scrupuleusement 
i’cnsemble des lieux saints. Ils 
ont ainsi rEalisE la plus vieille 
carte de Palestine. Elle servira 
d’ailleurs de rEfErence jusqu’S 
Tapparition de la cartographie 
modeme au 19feme sifecle. 

Elle n'a etE dEcouvene que 
taidivement, 4 la fin du 19 feme 
sifecle. Suite 4 des dissensions 
entre les communautEs chre¬ 
tienne et musulmane de Kerak, 
un groupe de chrEtiens a ElE 
autorise 4 venir s'installer & 
Madaba en 1880. Quelques 
annees plus tard, its ont mis au 
jour cette carte alors qu'ils pro- 
cEdaient fe des travaux de reno¬ 
vation des anciennes Eglises 
grecques orthodoxes. CeUe dE¬ 
couvene n'a alors pas fait 
beaucoup de bruit et il a faliu 
attendre 1896 pour que son 
existence soil rEvEIEe dans le 
mondc entier. Cest en effet 
suite 2 la visite du rEvErend 
pfere Kleopas Koikylides b Ma¬ 
daba qu\in document a EtE 
editE et que 1'existence de cette 
carte a EtE connue du grand 


1 U 


Dans un entretien accorde & la chaine 
arabe diffusie par satellite (ART), le 
president Arafat dit que Sa'eed n’a 
jamais v£cu dans les territoires 
palesdniens et n'a jamais souffert 
comme les autres. Sa'eed, insiste le 
prisident, n’a done pas le droit.de 
critiquer Taction de Vadmimstradoa 
palestinienne. "ft pretend Sire 
intellectual et philosopke. Cest moi 
VinteUectueL Cest moi le 
philosophe", constate Arafat dans son 
bref commentaire sur ce sujet. 


probablement Tun des sujets 
les plus controversEs dans tes 
mois b venir. La loi constitue¬ 
nt! egalement un moyen de 
pression sur le gouvemement- 
qui tente de retrouver la popt^ 
laritE dont il jouissait ity a huit 
moisJI 


Pil 


public. 

La date exacte de sa concep¬ 
tion n'est pas connue. tout 
comme 1‘identite de ses auteurs. 
D'apres 1'Etude des villes rtper- 
toriees sur la carte, il est tres 
probable qu'elle ait Ete rEalisEe 
dans la deuxifeme moitiE dti 
sixiferae sifecle, sous le r&gne de 
Tempereur remain Justinien 
1.527-565). Les indications por- 
tEes sur la carte correspondent 
en fait b des tEmoignages de 
pfelerins datant de 570 aprfes JC 
qui mentionnent les meines 
villes et les memes 
dans leurs Ecrits. Des 
comme la prEsence de h^fipu- 
velle basilique de la 
Dieu. construite par Tempereur 
Justinien. permettent d'etre sur 
qu'elle -date d'aprfes 542. La 
destruction par les Peises de 
nombreux edifices religieux sig¬ 
nals sur la carte a paitir de614 
permet, 4 I’inverse, d’Etre sflr 
qu’elle a EtE rEalisee avant 

Les mo sals tes de Madaba se 
sont inspirEs de modfeles trfesrE- 
pandus chez les Byzantins. 
Leurs oeuvres sont rEalisEes a 
partir de *.tesserae>«, des perils 
morceaux de pierre. Les auteurs 
ont utilisEs des pierres de diffE- 
rentes cou leurs. ainsi que 
quelques morceaux dc verre. 

La diveraitE des couleurc dis- 
ponibles dans la rEgion doruie 
aux mosalques de Madaba leur 
aspect si vivanL Tr&s peu (te 
mosalques sont signEes el on ne 
connait pas grand chose * 
leurs auteurs. Certains no ms 
arabes retrouves permettent tool 
de mErae de savoir qu'iJs EtaiaH 
de la rEgion. 

JEmsalem occupe le centre de 
la carte de Madaba. Cette locali¬ 
sation centrale dEmontre 
rimponance qu'a prise la.vilte 
sainte au sixifeme sifecle. Les 
fortifications, les portes de b 
ville, les basiliques y sont mE- 
ticuleusement dessinEes. Trfes 
pnSris. ce plan de ville penner 
aujourd'hui d'identifier deux 
basiliques. celle de Holy Zion et 
celle de Nea Theotokos. - ; 

La question qui reste est celle f 
du but de cette carte. Les 
command itai res de cette oeuvre 
auraient en effet irfes bien pu se 
cor.tenter d'une oeuvre d&ora- 
tive, sans chereher a obtenir une 
representation precise de la fE' 
gion. On ne peut a ce sujet que 
formuler des hypothfeses. Il ^ 
ainsi probable que cette carte ait 
EtE destinee aux pfelerins de te 
rEgion pour leur permettrede se 
repErer sur la Terre sainte. ■ 
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Activities 


Rusal Cultural C«mire . 

American Centre Library . .. 

British Council . 

French Cultural Centre. 

Goethe Institute .. . 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish) . 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 

Hjvs Arts Centre . 

Y.W.C.A.. . 

Y.WAU .. 

Durut ai Funun . 

Alia An Gallery. 

Balodna Art Gallery . . . _. 

Nal»I AI Mashmi The’ re_ 

Nabil & HUham's Theatre. 


66I02V7 
.. 820101 
636U7/8 
.. 6.37009 
.641993 
610858 
- .639777 
665195 
. 041793 
.. 6M251 
.. 643252 
. 639 301 
.. b57l32 
. 675571 
62SI55 


Concord Cinema. 

. 677420 

Plaza Cinema. 

. iW023x 

Philadelphia Cinema. 

. .634144 

Sports flubs 

AI Hussein Sports City . . 

667 IK 1/5 

Orthodox Club. 

... SltMOt 

Ros al Auiutitubdc Club . 

.. BIMU) 

Rovat Shi*"> 0 n“ Club. 

..„ 736572 

Knsjj Chess Ciub.. 

...073713 


Jurdan Bridge Club 
Anunw Mon. Library .. 
Un«v of J in dan Library 

R.S.C.N. 


.UU-Ktl|?33 

676990 
.. 616} 11 

.84.1555 

8179.11/8179.17 



Government Depfs. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Scarris on th$' 
of SAFEWAY Bldg.. 6SHNAMA Center - Jabal AJhussicn G DOWNTOWN call 630367 


The I’rimcr M:r:-:r>.641211 

Amman Greater MunKtpahtv.636111 

Agriculture.6S615! 

Awqaf 4. Islam!.: Affairs .666141 

Culiyje; JyfcaJ Amman.636391 

EduiotiL-n A. richer Eduejonii. ... 6691s 1 

Etreigy it. Mineral Resources.S15615 

f-’ir.ant-e .636321 

Ti reiyn AJJairs .644361 

industry «.**, Trade.663191 

lnf>>nnjtiv r. .0414n7 

Ir.ieriur Miaisi-;..663111 

Justice 66.1101 


Labour... 

Municipalihcs it Envirunmenl 

Parfumcnuri Affairs. 

Planning . 

Post & Communications. 

Public Health . 

Public Works dte Housing . 

Social Development. 

Supplies . 

Tourism Ji Antiquities. 

Transport. 

Water X Irrigation. 

Youth : University. 


.69S1S6 

.641393 

...64121! 

.644466 

. 624301 

...665131 
... . 668481 

. . 67319! 
.602121 

. 04231! 

...641461 

... 6S0t00 
.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.... 
Australian . 

Austrian. 

Bahraini .... 

Brazilian . 

Belgian. 

Bulgarian 
Canadian .. 
Chilean . 


...641271/2 
... 673246/7 
. ...644635 
. . 664148/9 
.... 642183. 
. 6756S3 

..... S1SI51 
. 666124 

.... 823760 j 


Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559: 

Czech .b71S13/666135 1 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 I 

Finnish Consulate 824654/S24676 j 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate .69S851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi.639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/S 

Mbyan .. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan .. .. . 641451 

Netherlands.. 037967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Embassy.(>44932/4 

Omani.6S6155 

Pakistani. 6227S7 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qalari. 682666 

Romanian . 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian . 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

Uniicd Stales. 820101 

Yemen.W2381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDPAVFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlin es 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.....’..641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 ! 

Alyemda (Air yenten).653691 

American Ait lines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland..G94802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Della Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.64334] 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/f>44036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630S79 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air tG.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

AI-Ca/.ar ...‘. 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquumarina I.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday lnt'1.312426 

Miramar.-.-.314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence 11 Q f93/198/199 

Fire Brigade... 622090/93 

Ambulance ..199 

Blood Bank . . . 775121 

Traffic Police .. . 61594 Vo 3971)3 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police. 787111 


ar 


SINESS 




Hospitals 

Aklch Maternity. ti4244!/2 j 

AI-AhJi, AUl.il>. fi>i4l6.}/ft 

Al-U.ishir, .-Vdir.ilieh .775111/26 
A!-Mu.t\her Hospital ot»7227/9 
Am.il I it ispilal . 674155 

Army. Mjrka.891ol 1/15 

Hussein Medical Centre SI ?H 13 
Italian-Al-Muh.ijra.-n . 777It) 1/3 
Jahal Amman Maternity o423>«2 

Khaiedi Maternity. 644281 ;tt 

M.illi.i 1 .. J Amman. 63o!4I 
Palestine. Shmeisam . trfi4l7l/4 
Queen Alia Hospital 6ti224U/5t) 

Sluneisam Hospital .6074.31 

The Islamic. AKIali . 006! 27/37 
University Hospjt.il.... 845845 

General 


63(. 141 , 
(.04171/4 
61 )2240/50 1 
6074.31 
066127/37: 
845845 


Amman Municipality. 843402 

Electricity Complaints . 121 

Prices complaints.WiblSI 

Hotel cumplaints. HK/53200 

Sewerage Complaints. 89o39t) 

Water Complaints.... 056.390/9! 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.75U9X1/2/3 ■ 

Telephone Informaiiiit) . 1211 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for I-urge Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


f. U CSoi^xfort I 

- :r • Hotel Suites , 

Luxury Tel 

A Comfort 

jf Service 
.9, Location 

In the c of i 
Sweifyieh £ j 

THF BUST MUSIC STORE 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAI 3 Of TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


Ammon 


SMimwo a TRAMSPOfrr 


uet U* handle if 


: W¥}* 

i%i 


" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid‘s meal ” 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 






Fully Serviced Suites] 

A/G In Grand 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star Jiving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314l3L/2. 


Many Villas & Apartemenls 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 8106115- 810609- 
865605. Fax.810520 
Abdoun. Ahnouhtaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 




::S.:Cclx. 


lg Advertise in tins 

SpliCe, CGU PS Cii 

S'£P--'z (D ^ 

6'"5 4 ■- ' j S’;* ■.* •',< 

Qt--- W « 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Hod ,V skin trcaUfcnt 
O Make-up 

O European manicurei & 
pedicures 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


We save you more 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUM BERGER IN 
TOWN 

• v Burger. Room. 
'*4 Chicken 

Xlnuitiiuh \lniuiij»anli Si. 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlivyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily l2:QQ-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 



Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 





I!.... • I: l.. . \; u.. e.u '•i r I..MI.MI I •I.IUMI. Mf- 

i ■■xi-.v i ”">if.*>i I •' 


S a fe 33 a 3 - T e 1: 68531 1 




\ U1S CEHTSE FOR BllICE SERVICES 

, ! •Professional Drycleaning 

• •Shoes Repair 

*Darning 
•Engraving 

•Upholstery <& Carpet Cleaning 
Ai - Jaber & Housing Rank Shopping Centers 
Teh 679947 & 821656 


HQ.I . r"’’ . ~ ... :-r 

j± id 1 -lT J jSi-tiSC SL' G. La i.tLf c'C s 4 f . ^ C 

Soiiti&ucs LLaren:cn P.- Kcraru-: V 


xDsmn MWD b j RID BERGER M 

Wlllc BIG SIZES. YUMll 1 

AI - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 







.br -s: VVasfi AI- Tal Su 

Tel: 695180 

-JI r-“v;>; Fax: 682525 


C A R RIA G E C A R RIA G E 

IT ■ 




_ 0 ■■ 3> 




CARRIAGE CARRIAGE RentaCar CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


we offer:- 

Compuierized Engine Cheek %* Electro Mechanical car check 
•> Automatic & Manual car wash services * wheel balance mainianance 

❖ Oil Chance 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



Not all " cafe’s ■* are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


A/- Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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A pioneering project ; initiated by a number of Palestinian " 

organizations: ! M !■ S 8 F 

The Palestinian E-mail Directory 3Y MASScK 


By Bassem Nasir 

Special ro The Star 


Opened last Monday and running till Friday: 

METS 96 celebrates ‘on 
& off’-line technology 


••••Ml 

r 


-|»» riMrx 
AKiM 


THE MIDDLE East Technol¬ 
ogy Show (METS) ‘96 was 
opened last Monday by HRH 
Prince Faisal Bin AI Hussein, 
signaling the start of a 
four day- celebration of i 
computers and informa- | 
lion technology. 

This year's slogan of 
‘The World of Internet' ! 
worked well for METS 
‘96. with the on-line ser¬ 
vice providers, web- 
designers. and general 
Internet service compa¬ 
nies all participating. 

Of course. Global 
One/Sprint Jordan exhib¬ 
ited its Internet on-line 
service at METS ‘96. as 
part of an attractively 
designed stand. The com¬ 
pany had succeeded in HRH 
setting up a 64 Kbit/ sec¬ 
ond circuit, specifically for the 
show, enabling all the on-line 
exhibitors to actually go live. 

Launching at METS ‘96 
were Computer Networking 
Services /CNS). whose Primus 
BBS provided on attraction 
point for most visitors, espe¬ 
cially as the company was 
offering a 50^ off subscription 
special for METS ‘96. 

NETS was present at the 
show with a stand that incorpo¬ 
rated a demonstration area at 
which the company was high¬ 
lighting its latest software inter¬ 
face. the new vers ion of First 
Class. The NETS booth was 
very active. 

Magnet, the Web-design and 
Internet training company was 
also at METS ‘96. sharing a 
booth with the new e-mail ser¬ 
vice provider. Mail Work. 

Business Optimization Con¬ 
sultants iBOC). had a rather 
simple but ‘cozy* set-up. espe¬ 
cially with pan of their stand 


being an Internet Cafe at which 
coffee and tea was served to 
visitors while navigating the 
Web. That must have been one 



Prince Faisal opens METS ‘96 


of the show highlights. 

In spite of the show's on-line 
character, th PC vendors of the 
country were present with full 
force, representing leading 
international brands that have a 
strong-hold in the local market 

Al-Ra'ed Al-Arabi was 
present displaying its latest 
models of the very popular Leo 
PC. Notebooks, desktops and 
servers were on show. Al- 
Ra'ed AI-Arabi also displayed 
its software solutions for 
industry, medicine and edu- 
cation.’Also on show were a 
selection of presentation 
equipment including the 
ASK desktop projectors. 

Ideal Group, as always, 
presented their wide range of 
products, under their sub¬ 
companies in a well- j 
designed stand thaL attracted 
much attention by visitors. 
IdealSoft showed’ its soft¬ 
ware. IdcalTech presented its 
Compaq PCs. Ideal Dimen¬ 


sions offered the power of Sili¬ 
con Graphics and Tandem, and 
Ideal Systems displayed Apple 
Macintosh and ’ DTK 
computers. 

Tantash Information 
Systems Group «T1SG) 
focused on showcasing 
the Acer Aspire, which 
incorporates a slick 
design and black color. It 
comes with complete mul¬ 
timedia. Also. TISG were 
highlighting their soft¬ 
ware developed under 
Power Builder and were 
also showing their Texas 
Instruments "products and 
Sybase. 

Specialized Technical 
Services (STS) was dis¬ 
playing their full range of 
AST PCs. Sun worksta¬ 
tions and Apple Macin¬ 
tosh computers. A hot product 
at the STS stand was a Java 
server, by Sun. optimized to 
deliver unparalleled perfor¬ 
mance. STS also displayed its 
range of Microsoft products. 

Making a welcome appear¬ 
ance at METS *96 were Com¬ 
puter & Engineering Bureau 
(CEB), who displayed the 
Micron range of PCs. a new 
brand in Jordan which has 
caught on in the corporate mar- 



RAMALLAH—The use of base su 
computer technology in Pal¬ 
estine is spreading fast , 
among institutions, compa- 
nies. and individuals. ij r Wl . <Wfc 

Almost aJl Palestinian uni- 
versities already operate 
computer networks with e- 

mail. Moreover, many gov- _* 

emmental. non-govemmenJaJ 
and private institutions also '| i 
have access to e-mail. i \ 

There are lour service pro- ..u 

viders in the West Bank pro- 

viding access to e-mail, the !! ,f. . 

Internet, and the World Wide • r* *■ — 

W'eb. On the other hand, the --- 

number of Palestinians and 
Palestinian organizations out- throughi 

side Palestine with access to e- estinian! 

mail is far higher. them tc 

A number of Palestinian about tl 

organizations understand this maiion i 

important fact, and want to uti- on-line I 

iize che Internet revolution for Detail 

the purpose of the advance- compan 

mem of the Palestinian people. resident 

combining all the efforts and of orici 

expertise "of Palestinians from One of i 

all over the world. will be i 

With communication via e- ing mcc 

mail so accessible and wide- new am 

spread these days, it would be form a c 

useful to create a database 1 tinian i 
aimed at facilitating communi- their go 

cation among Palestinians. estinian 

Birzeil University. Palnet the livin 

ket. Also. CEB displayed its i 

Oracle solutions and IBM high- 
end systems. | 

A new company. Global 
Voice Systems was showing its Co: 

computer telephony solutions. thr 

which include voice mail sys- Ini 

lems that come with impressive 
features. • Com] 

Moving onto the Shopper s - v j ces i( 

Area, there were a variety of ^ 

companies exhibiting. The e^jiv 

most prominent companies r v,rniic»h 

included Radio Shack, which F Y niniw 

offered a mix of consumer elec- .7 
Ironies including AST PCs. and rvc^hel 

Panasonic phones, and Quintet _ 
Group for Information and ™ m 

Technology, whose Citizen cnoice 

printers and GIT PCs stood out. looking 

Also in the Shopper’s 
area were companies like P 1 - f I,c 

Shnoudi T rading Co.. Jor- ^ mdow 

dan Radio Paging. Com- " 

puicr Comer, Haupshy tact L Ns 

Group. Abu-Rumaileh 
Bookshop and others. Si 

METS ‘96 is still open intre 

today and tomorrow. Vis- Intel 

iting METS *96 repre¬ 
sent an opportunity to # In a si 

see all the latest hardware. ■ s&khr Sc 
software and accessories . su h e of 
in the Jordanian market. including 

Don't miss i l ■ Browser" 


(service provider), and Baraka 
(Palestinian SCO network j 
have started 10 build this data¬ 
base simply by advertising it 


*^4 


r-r 


throughout the Internet to Pal¬ 
estinians worldwide, asking 
them to provide information 
about themselves. This infor¬ 
mation is to be made available 
on-line for everybody to use. 

Details of the profession, 
company/organization, city of 
residence, and Palestinian city 
of origin will be accessible. 
One of the aims of this project 
will be to coordinate the exist¬ 
ing mechanisms and to create 
new and innovative ones, to 
form a cohesive body of Pales¬ 
tinian individuals united in 
their goals of achieving a Pal¬ 
estinian state and of improving 
the living conditions of all Pal¬ 


estinians. Palestinians abroad 
will be asked on how they 
could help the Palestinian 
cause: by offering their exper¬ 
tise to other Palestinian indi- 
- viduals or institutions, by 
: investing in projects in Pales¬ 
tine, by joining in letter writ¬ 
ing campaigns intended 10 
■ support the Palestinian cause. 
: or by contributing through 
other means. Moreover. Pal¬ 
estinians in the diaspora from 
the same village, city, or area 
of origin would be able to 
know each other and 
strengthen their bonds to their 
: homeland. Eventually they 
will contribute together lo the 
betterment of the Palestinian 
community. This project is 
already underway. It will be 
constantly updated and revised, 
to ensure the success of this 
project. the organizations 
involved are encouraging Pales¬ 
tinians worldwide to spread the 
news of the ‘Palestinian e-mail 
Directory’. Those interested, 
are required to send a message 
that includes their name, e-mail 
address, profession, country of 
residence and city of origin in 
Palestine. 

Only active participation will 
ensure the success of the pro¬ 
ject Forms and inquiries 
should be sent to Bassem Nasir. 
email address: 

bnaar@adJnia.birzeit.edu. 


News update 


Connect to Primus 
through Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 

• Computer Networking Ser¬ 
vices (CNS) have announced 
that their Primus BBS can be 
easily accessed by users 
through Microsoft Internet 
Explorer, the standard browser 
that comes with Windows 95. 
CNS believes that this develop¬ 
ment makes Primus a natural 
choice for Jordanian users, 
looking forward to tapping into 
a world of information by sim¬ 
ply clicking a button inside 
Windows 95. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact CNS at telephone 614755. 

Sakhr Software 
introduces its Arabic 
Internet Applications 

• In a surprising development, 
Sfckhr Software announced its 
suite of Internet applications, 
including Sakhr Arabic 
Browser, and Internet-enabled 


Life goes on in little nation after huge loss 


ESCHEN. Liechtenstein— 
Even after suffering one of 
the worst defeats in World 
Cup history. life quickly went 
back to normal for Liechten¬ 
stein’s part-time soccer 
players. 

On Monday. Harry Zech 
was at his job as a wine¬ 
maker and his 

midfield part- " _X 

ner Roland \ 

Hilti was back \ 
in his role as a \ 
school-teacher 
while defender \ 

Patrik Hcfti was W*** 8 *^ 
back delivering 
the mail. 

Forward Ralf Oehri. who 
missed Liechtenstein's previ¬ 
ous match with Lithuania 
because he couldn't get time 
away from a new job. was 
back in the bakery and in fact, 
everyone was back in their 
day-jobs mcludine Dietrich 
Weisc. 

But Weise's day-job is a lit¬ 
tle different from most of the 
others as he is Liechtenstein's 
first and only full-time soccer 


coach. Or he has been up 
until now. 

For even before Saturday’s 
II-1 loss to Macedonia—the 
joint-fourth highest defeat in 
the World Cup’s 66-year- 
history— 

^r Weise said he 
\ would soon 
V be leaving to 

\r©ni -\ ta ^ e u p a 

Liechtenstei 
n l have learned about 
success but in this match I 
know failure.” said Weise. 
who coached at Eimracht 
Frankfurt in the 1980s and 
was with the Egyptian 
national team from 1991- 
1993. ‘‘In Liechtenstein we 
have only amateurs. 

“First there is work and 
after that is done then only 
can we have training." Living 
with crushing defeat is not a 
new experience for the 
players' from this tiny alpine 
nation of 30.000 sandwiched 
between Switzerland and 


Austria. 

Since making their interna¬ 
tional debut in 1981. Liech¬ 
tenstein. whose seven clubs 
compete in the lower divi¬ 
sions of the Swiss League, 
have known only minimal 
success. 

They actually won three 
friendly matches in succes¬ 
sion in 1981 and 1982— 
against Indonesia. Malaysia 
and astonishingly China. But 
from the early 1980s— apart 
from one match against Aus¬ 
tria in 1984—they did not 
play international soccer 
again until 1990 when the 
United Slates beat them 4-1 in 
a friendly in Eschen. 

Their first competitive 
match was on April 20. 1994 
when they lost 4-1 to North¬ 
ern Ireland in Belfast in a 
European championship quali¬ 
fier and since then their 
record has made frightening 
reading. 

Consistently hammered by 
some of the best, and not so 
best in Europe, they have 
played 14 matches since 


1994. winning none, drawing 
one and losing 13. The goals 
column’ is equally depressing: 
for: three: against 60. 

The high point came on 
June 3, 1995 when Liechten¬ 
stein held the Republic of Ire¬ 
land to a 0-0 draw in 
Eschen—a result which even¬ 
tually cost the Republic a 
place in this summer's Euro 
96 finals in England. 

But even though the players 
might have resigned them¬ 
selves to the drubbings, it’s 
clear that local soccer fans 
have little desire to come and 
see their compatriots get ham¬ 
mered. Despite it being the 
only game in town on Satur¬ 
day. only 2.900 turned out in 
sunny and unseasonably warm 
November weather for the 
game with Macedonia. 

Before the game, traffic 
around the capital of Vaduz 
was snarled but the cars were 
headed for the markets and not 
the ground. Homs blared not 
with supporters but with angry 
shoppers anxious to find some¬ 
where to park. 
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World Cup tickets go on 
sale to public this month 

□ PARIS —Tickets for the 1998 
World Cup finals in France will go on 
sale to the general public from 27 
November. The French Organizing 
Committee (CFO) headed by Michel 
Platini said on Tuesday. 

The CFO said the “Pass France-98" 
block tickets for five or six first and 
second round matches would remain 
on sale until February 1998 when tick¬ 
ets for individual first round matches 
will be made available. 

“We are now into the active phase 
of the World Cup," said Platini, who 
co-chairs the CFO with Fernand 
Sastre. 

“We want this World Cup to respect 
values of universality. It must be the 
festival of football, the festival of 
youth and open to everyone." 

Tickets for the opening match at the 
new 80.000 capacity Slade de France 
ground at Saint-Denis on the Paris 
outskirts on 10 June, 1998, the quar¬ 
terfinals. semifinals, third place 
playoff and final at Saint-Denis on 12 
July will go on sale towards the end of 
1997. Of a total of 2.5 million tickets, 
the CFO has so far sold 525.000 Pass 


France-9S tickets to members of the 
football community, such as club 
players, directors and referees as well 
as people involved on the commercial 
side of the game. 

Ticket prices range from between 
145 ($29)/and 350 francs ($70) for a 
first round match to 350 to 2.95® 
francs ($590) for the final. 

Cottbus through to 
German Cup semifinal 
for first time 

Q BONN'—Regional league side 
Energie Cottbus on Tuesday clinched 
a place in the semifinals of the Ger¬ 
man Cup for Lhc first time in their his¬ 
tory with a penalty shoot-out victory 
over first division St. Pauli. 

The first 90 minutes in from of over 
12.000 fans in Cottbus ended goal¬ 
less thanks to outstanding saves from 
both the home side's Kay Wchner and 
Klaus Thomforde of St. Pauli. 

After extra time also failed to pro¬ 
duce a goal the two goalkeepers were 
again thrust into the spotlight, each 
managing to save their five regulation 
penalties. 

Cottbus midfielder Mike Jesse con¬ 


verted his side's first sudden death 
kick and Wehner saved from St. 
Pauli’s Matthias Scherz to secure vic¬ 
tory for the east German side. 

Roma told to pay transfer 
fee four years later 

Q ZURICH—Italian club Roma were 
ordered on Tuesday to pay Red Star 
Belgrade a transfer fee of $9 million 
for Yugoslav midfielder Sinisa Mihaj- 
lovjc. who played for them between 
1992 and 1994. 

FIFA, world soccer's governing 
body, told Roma to pay the fee— 
originally withheld because of UN 
sanctions against Yugoslavia—plus 
around $2 million in interest for Lhe 
27-year-old international. 

Ironically. Mihajlovic is no longer 
at Roma, having moved to Sampdoria 
at the start of the 1994-95 season. 

When the sanctions were lifted in 
1995. Roma first agreed and then 
refused to pay the fee which now 
amounts to over $11.1 million with 
interest. 

Mihajlovic missed out on the 1990 
World Cup finals because ihe then- 
Yugoslav coach Ivica Osim thought 
he was too young and inexperienced. 


While the match—or rather 
(he one-sided soccer exhibition 
was being played out—goods 
were bought in the market, 
prices were haggled over. 

Unless you were in the sta¬ 
dium it was easy to forget the 
match was even taking place. 
An hour after the game fin¬ 
ished and the Macedonians had 
piled into their buses for che 
start of their long trip home, 
the little ground was deserted. 

“Actually it’s sad that people 
don't care that much about the 
national team." said Weise. 

“Now the novelty is over. 
they have to win to be 
accepted. And Liechtenstein 
has a new team, there is no tra¬ 
dition." They also have no sta¬ 
dium. only a small ground 
without floodlights and a small 
stand for 200 people. 

But Ernst Nigg, president of 
the Liechtenstein Football 
Association believes, just like 
Kevin Costner in the movies, 
that if he builds one. they will 
come. 

His Field of Dreams is a 
6.000 all-seater. floodlit sta¬ 
dium in Vaduz which sched¬ 
uled to begin construction next 
year. 

“When we have a new sta¬ 
dium we won’t have to play in 
the afternoon," said Nigg. add¬ 
ing that FIFA and UEFA have 
both insisted on a new facility 
if Liechtenstein wants to con¬ 
tinue to compete 
internationally. 

“If we could play at night I 
believe more people would 
come." For the Liechtenstein 
players, the goal each time 
they step onto the field is 
always the same. 

“Our game plan is to play 
defensively for as long as pos¬ 
sible as to try and keep the 
score 0-0." explained Hefti. 
“Then play minute-to-minute 
and hope the other team starts 
to get worried and makes a 
mistake." 

“You step on the field 
against some of the big teams 
and you wonder, what are you 
doing here. You get nervous 
but there is no fear." 

The next test comes in 
March when Liechtenstein 
travel to Romania, who are 
regarded as far more formida¬ 
ble opponents than 
Macedonia. 

Following Saturday’s crush¬ 
ing defeat, just keeping the 
score down 10 single figures in 
Bucharest might well be seen 
as a success in itself. ■ 


versions of Sakhr desktop pub¬ 
lisher and AI Ustaz Wordpro- 
cessor. among others. 

Sakhr Arabic Browser plugs 
into Netscape, allowing users to 
browse .Arabic Web pages. 
Sakhr's DTP and wordproces- 
sors now allow HTML* 
programming. These products 
are revolutionary and will 
surely promote more Arabic 
presence on the Internet. Next 
week, we will include a com¬ 
prehensive report on Sakhr's 
Arabic Internet applications, 
based on an exclusive in SITE 
Middle East. 

Mail Work arrives 

• At MfETS ‘96. a new com¬ 
pany was announced, to pro¬ 
vide e-mail services, and capi¬ 
talize on the need for e-mail, at 
a low cost 

The company is called Mail 
Work, and it will provide a 
‘secure and affordable’ e-mail 
connection to customers. More 
information on Mai I Work soon. 


More Internet Service 
Providers emerge in Jordan 

THE GLOBAL Internet, from Global One.’ That’s the 
advertisement slogan that the Internet Service Provider 
(ISP) in Jordan. Global One/Sprint Jordan, is promoting. 

After around nine months of complete monopoly, and 
being absolutely in the limelight and at the forefront of 
every single Internet or on-line event. Glohal One/Sprint 
Jordan is about to be challenged. 

A couple of weeks ago. we quoted a report stating that 
six companies had been licensed as ISPs in Jordan. 

Apparently, it was true and the opportunity that METS 
'96 offered for these companies to ‘come out of the dark . 
has made many facts on these companies plans surface. 

Most obvious at METS ‘96 is a new company called 
First Telecommunications Group (FTG), which announces 
itself as an AT&T Internet Partner. 

The company slogan goes as follows: ‘The Internet will 
be as easy to use as the telephone, but much cheaper. 
FTG says that it “established a partnership with ‘the lead¬ 
ing telecommunications company in the world of Internet 
(AT&T), to introduce access and value added services at a 
reasonable cost to Jordanians." 

Of course, ‘reasonable cost' is the key phrase here, in¬ 
tended to touch on the general feeling that lhe Internet is 
priced beyond the reach of most computer users in the 
country. Anyway, FTG says that its service is ‘coming 
soon!.' So. we*if have to wait and see if it is as ‘easy as 
they say. or if it is as ‘reasonably priced.' 

Other companies, which have gained ISP licenses and 
have made no secret of it include NETS, the country s 
well-established bulletin board service /BBS). 

“The idea is to better serve our current customers, by., 
facilitating their communications with the rest of the 
world. We can now offer very reduced e-mail charges.” 
said Mr Marwan Juma. general manager of NETS, com¬ 
menting on his company's recently obtaining an ISP li¬ 
cense. 

“We may provide users with a ramp onto Lhe Internet 
later on, very 1 much like leading the BBS” all over the 
world do for their subscribers," Mr Juma added. 

From the looks of it. NETS is planning to stay out of 
the Internet accounts business, which Global One/Sprint 
Jordan performs now. while sticking to selling BBS ac¬ 
counts Lhat come with Internet benefits. 

Among the other companies which obtained ISP licens¬ 
es is Comcent. which did not participate in METS ‘96. A 
representative of Comcent 1 talked to. told me unoffically. 
that the company hoped to provide its serv ice sometime in. 
the beginning of next year. 

Global One/Sprint Jordan had something to say about 
the plans of competing companies to launch soon. 

“It takes a lot of time and effort to set-up an Internet 
on-line service." said Mr Imad Ayoub. general manager of 
Global One/Sprint Jordan. “We. for example, had post¬ 
poned our launch several times, over the course of late 
1995 into early 1996. in order to be able ro deliver the 
kind of service we wanted." 

These points, made by Mr Ayoub. are agreed upon by 
almost every communications specialist in Jordan. The li¬ 
censed ISPs are looking at a tough road ahead, before they 
can actually deliver the service. 

Sometimes, when I think of the potential size of the Jor¬ 
danian on-line market. I feel rather baffled. Nobody can 
give you reliable figures and everyone is just ‘betting on 
their instincts*. Somehow, that doesn’t sound like a good 
bet. Still, there are people out there, hungry for the Inter¬ 
net. regardless of their number. 

Competition never hurts anybody. In fact, it could be 
just the thing needed to really bring the Internet to the ma¬ 
jority of Jordanian computer users. ■ 
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0 LAS VEGAS , 
Nevada—Mike 
Tyson, his face 
swollen arid cut 
above his left eye 
from his 11-round 
defeat to 
challenger 
Evander Holy field 
9 November, waits 
for a post-fight 
news conference to 
begin. (UPI) 
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Goalie beaten by fans 
undergoes brain surgery 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil—Goalie Ricardo 
Pinto had surgery Tuesday to remove a blood 
clot from his brain, two days after he was beaten 
by fans during a first-division match. 

Pinto was listed in serious condition at the 
Cajuru Hospital in Curitiba, where he plays for 
the Atletico-Parana soccer club. “The surgery 
went well, but the next 72 hours will be critical.'’ 
team doctor Edilson Thiele said in a televised 
interview from Curitiba. 

Thiele said doctors decided to operate after 
Pinto showed difficulty moving his left arm. and 
tests revealed a concussion and fluid on his 

brain. 

“The surgery was to prevent future prob¬ 
lems,” Thiele said. "He is conscious and breath¬ 
ing without the help of a respirator." Pinto was 
targeted by irate Fluminense fans during Sun¬ 
day’s game, which Atletico won 3-2. 

Fans pelted the goalie with rocks, sandals— 
even a radio. After the game, fans surged onto 
the field and surrounded Pinto, punching and 
kicking him. One man grabbed a photographer’s 


aluminum tripod and beat him. 

Pinto was carried to the locker room when 
received eight stitches, while fans pounded 
the door shouting "We'il kill him." He left 
stadium under police guard. The goalie det 
he had provoked fans with an exaggerated c 
bration after the game. “I celebrated as I al* 
do." J.- "But here, there were animals." 

Governor Marcello Alcncar of Rio de Jan 
stare ordered an investigation into the incid 
Police obtained a TV videotape of the garw 
identify Pinto's attackers. The Brazilian S01 
Confederation penalized Fluminense will 1 
loss of home field advantage for five gon 
With only one home game left this season. I 
minense will serve out the punishment next y 
Soccer violence in Brazil is nothing new, bt 
usually involves rival fans, not players.. 

Last year, a brawl between riv.al factions i 
junior championship game between. Sao- P* 3 
and Palmeiras left one teenager dead. Pp 
used TV film footage to identify an r assadj 
who was arrested and charged with murder- ■ 














